
  

 

 

Established by 1897 

The Community Newsletter for Much Marcle, Yatton, Rushall & Kynaston 50p 

January 2013 

Sponsored by:  The Royal Oak Steakhouse & Pub, 

Reports, articles and notices for the next issue to the Editor, please, by 15th January 
Email:   jriley.mercury@gmail.com - or copy can be left at Much Marcle Shop 

Tower Talk ...Our new regular feature starts on page 4 

giving us a historical background to bell ringing. 
 
 
 

Would you like to explore the meaning of life ?  
Pages 7 and 8 give details of the new Alpha course 
starting soon. 

Prepare for winter .... see page 10 for lots of useful 

advice on how to survive the bad weather.  
 
Local landmarks ... Page 3 gives us a few extra     

details about those places we drive past every week. 

In this month’s Mercury..In this month’s Mercury..In this month’s Mercury..   

COMING 
SOON! 

BOOK  
NOW! 

HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR   
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Letter from Howard Mayell   Page 9 

Church News and Activities   Page 8 
Recipes  Page 12 

Weather   Page 7 

Jubilee Club News    Page 7 
Gardening tips Page 11 

Classified Ads  13,14,15 

Neighbourhood Watch  Page 10 
Useful information   Back Page 

Weekly 
 

Tuesday 8pm Badminton Jenny Preece 01531 660408 
Weds 6 - 7pm Brownies    N. Johnson   01531 660757 
Weds (except the 4th Wed in each month) Short Mat Bowls  
from 7.30 - 9pm.  Contact Joy Brooks 01531 660308 
Thurs 10-11am Coolmoves / Class (just turn up) 
Thursdays 2-4 pm Art and Craft Club  
Thursday 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Rachel Pritchard 07967 213431 
Thursday  7 –8.30 Bell ringing at St Bartholomew’s 

Friday 9-11.30 am Happy Apples  Toddler Group Julie 

Simpson 01989 740369 
Mon evenings 7.30—8.15 Zumba (Open to all, just turn up).  
 

Monthly 
 

Gardeners Club on third Tuesday of month at 7.30pm 
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228 

WI meet on the fourth Wednesday of month at 7.30pm  
Valerie Richards 01531 660447 
Jubilee Club on second Tuesday of month  at 2.30pm  

Jean Nowell 01531 660691 

Regular events at Much Marcle Memorial HallRegular events at Much Marcle Memorial HallRegular events at Much Marcle Memorial Hall    

Mercury regular featuresMercury regular featuresMercury regular features    

January 

9th  Alpha Course Supper 7.30pm    Pages 5 & 8 
24th  Cider and Perry Tasting     Page 5 
27th  Candlemas Service    Page 5 and 8 

 

February 

21,22 and 23rd   Pantomime—Peter Pan Front Page 
 

For Church Services see page 8 
Hereford  Cathedral events—see church pages 

What’s on this month at a glanceWhat’s on this month at a glanceWhat’s on this month at a glance   

Come to the Candlemas Service 
at  

St Bartholomew’s Church, Much Marcle,  
Sunday 27th January at  4.30pm 

 
 

 

Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days  

after the birth of her son Jesus. This day also marks the ritual      

presentation of the baby Jesus to God in the Temple at Jerusalem.  

The Gospel of Luke says that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon. 

Simeon held the baby Jesus and called him a Light to the World. 

The festival is called Candlemas because this was the day that all the 

Church's candles for the year were blessed and on Candlemas night, 

many people place lighted candles in their windows at home. 

 
 

Presentation of Christ at the Temple 

by  Hans Holbein the Elder 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Holbein_the_Elder
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 Ledbury Funeral Services  

Local independent service for all your funeral arrangements 
 

Traditional and Contemporary funerals arranged .. 

Day and Night Service.... Chapel of Rest 
 

Contact Hilary Jones to discuss your personal requirements 
 

132 The Homend  Ledbury  HR8 1BZ   01531 633388 ..........e.mail : ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com  

Did you know......Did you know......Did you know......   

. . . . . that the famous Much Marcle Garage is now a 

Grade II listed building?  

This building began life as a World War One aircraft hanger, at 
Aston Down near Minchinhampton in Gloucestershire. The   
airfield had been constructed 1917 for the Australian Flying 

Corps, and became one of the AFC's main training bases in the 
UK. By mid-1918 the Aston Down airbase housed up to 50 or 60 
aircraft, training pilots who replaced those lost and injured in 

the intense battles the AFC fought over France. At the end of 
the war, the need for pilot training disappeared and, the      
Australians were understandably keen to move back to their 

home. The training units on the site were disbanded in 1919. In 

1920, the airfield was sold off, and the site was gradually 
cleared, and it reverted to agricultural land in the inter-war 
years.  

Around about 1926, one of the aircraft hangars from Aston 
Down was purchased by the Westons Cider and removed to 
Much Marcle to provide a suitable building for a garage and 

service station for Westons' new fleet of motor delivery vehicles, 
which were taking over from the traditional horse-drawn drays. 
Offices were installed and a large 'GARAGE' sign attached to the 

roof, together with elaborate wrought-iron brackets for lamps. 
Petrol pumps were placed on the forecourt and an historic   
photograph, apparently taken soon after the business was   

begun, shows Westons' Garage and Service Depot, proudly  
declaring itself "Officially AA Approved". 

Although the business is no longer owned by Westons, since 
that time, the building has been little altered. It continues in use 

as a service station. 

For full details of its history and listed status go to: 

http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-1405514-

much-marcle-garage-much-marcle- 

And did you see  ......And did you see  ......And did you see  ......   

. . . . the  lucky escape at the windswept Royal Oak pub? 

An ancient English oak tree was the latest victim of the high 
winds on Thursday 22nd November in a near miss incident at the 
Royal Oak public house at Much Marcle, Ledbury.  Licensees 

Richard and Liza McBain and a group of their staff and family 
narrowly escaped what could have been a nasty accident as 
they sat down to an afternoon dinner together in the pub in the 

very area where the oak tree fell. 

The tree was uprooted by the recent high winds and stormy 
conditions and landed squarely on the front of the pub, blocking 

off the A449 Ross Road at the same time.  Fortunately, local 
tree surgeon Adrian Hope and his team happened to be nearby 
and soon set about removing and clearing the fallen tree. Police 

were also called and in swift attendance. 

Liza McBain, landlady at the Royal Oak said, “It was about 4pm 
or so and we were all sitting down to a thanksgiving lunch in 
the pub when all of a sudden, we heard the most almighty 

bang. The entire pub shook! We all panicked for a minute as we 
came to realise what had happened. Given that the area that 
the tree struck is one of the oldest parts of the pub, it done very 

well to hold up with virtually no damage, just a few slates 

moved. We all joked we might have to rename the pub “The 

Royal” now, since the Oak has gone! ” 

mailto:ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com
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The Royal Oak 
 

 

Much Marcle HR8 2ND 

Tel: 01531 660300 

www.royal-oak-inn.com  

To wish you all a very happy new year we are offering all Mercury Readers this 
Voucher . Simply cut out this voucher & present it when ordering your meals. 

The offer is simple, buy one main course, get another main course free!                                                                                                                 
It is available Monday to Thursday, lunchtimes or evenings, with our Main menu, Light 

Bites & specials (sorry cannot be used in conjunction with our Grill Night Menu on a Monday!) 
Please note *The lower priced main course is free .   (Please book your table to avoid disappointment) 

Valid 2nd Jan – 31st Jan 2013 

Name:………………………………Email:…………………………………… 

Every time a bell rings, an angel  

gets his wings 
 

The tradition of bells during Christmas  
and New Year 

 
As you may have noticed, church bells everywhere 
were rang a lot over the Christmas period, and 

Much Marcle was no exception. In fact, bells in 
general feature heavily during Christmas time. But how did bells 
become such a big part of the holiday season? 

In the Anglican and Catholic churches, the church day starts at 
sunset. This means that any service that takes place after this 
time counts as the first service of the day. Hence, midnight 

mass, a service on Christmas Eve after sunset, is traditionally 
the first service of Christmas day! In churches that have one or 
more bells, they are often rung to signal the start of this      

service, then again at the traditional morning service of    
Christmas day. This tradition of ringing to signal service times 
comes from the days of early Christianity when church bells 

were rung to announce things, such as danger, celebrations, 
births and deaths etc. Over time, they became more a sign of 
celebration than danger, which obviously ties in nicely with 

Christmas. Indeed, church bells would have almost certainly 
have been rung to signal the birth of Jesus Christ. In addition to 
this, people would often have rung bells when out singing carols 
around villages, because they were light and easy to carry, as 

well as being easy to use. Those bells have now evolved into 
the hand bells that we often see in churches today. 

However, for this very same reason, (easy to obtain and easy to 

ring), bells were often used in pagan times. Although, instead of 
being used for celebration, people used them to ward off evil 
spirits. Many people thought that when winter began, and the 

nights started drawing in, evil spirits would come to harm them. 
So during the dark days that came after the harvest or the hunt, 
people took part in ceremonies to keep bad things from happen-

ing to them while they waited for the spring to come and bring 
lighter and warmer days. Therefore, it is just as plausible that 
church bells would have been rung to warn demons of the birth 

of the Saviour, as it is that they would have been rung to    
celebrate the joyful news of his birth.  

Since those days though, the use of bells during Christmas time 

has become a lot more commercialised. Indeed, both wrapping 
paper and wreaths often have bells on them, and carols are 
amassed with them. Just think of “Jingle Bells” and “Silver Bells” 
and even “Sleigh Bells”. Oh yes, even Santa has need for bells. 

It’s all very well having Rudolph to guide his sleigh at night, but 
how does he find his way back to his reindeer and sleigh on 
dark, snowy rooftops? Why bells on all of his reindeer of course!  

There is still one time where the tradition of using church bells 
as noisemakers is still widely recognised though; New Year’s 
Eve. Church bells are not only used to “ring out the old and ring 

in the new”, but are also used to stop the spread of bad luck. 

Long ago, people believed that at midnight, in the time between 
one year and the next, there was a “soft” spot in the space/time 
continuum. In this, evil spirits would seize the opportunity of the 

changing of the year and slip into the world of the living,    
bringing bad luck with them. Therefore, it was custom to make 
as much noise as possible to scare them off. Which is why 

church bells are so important. So, next time you see a bell 
ringer, don’t forget to thank them for insuring your good luck in 
the year to come! 

On that note, we leave you with a very nice poem, “Christmas 
Bells”, written in 1863 by American poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. This was later used as the basis for the Christmas 

carol, “I heard the bells on Christmas day”. 

 
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 

I thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 
 

Till, ringing singing, on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

 
Then from each black, accursed mouth 
The cannon thundered in the South, 

And with the sound the carols drowned 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!  

 
It was as if an earthquake rent 

The hearth-stones of a continent, 

And made forlorn the households born 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

And in despair I bowed my head: 
"There is no peace on earth," I said, 

"For hate is strong and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men." 
 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

"God is not dead, nor doth he sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to men." 

 
(Page 7  gives details of all the ringing practice dates 

and  times) 

Tower TalkTower TalkTower Talk   
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The following Farmers and Landowners from the Much Marcle environs 
have sponsored this page of The Mercury: 

 

C D & M G Blandford & Sons, J W & L M Clark, R A & S D Cotton, 

Homme House Estate, New House Farm, David R Powell, J F J R Powell & Sons, 

J D &c R J Nicholas, R J & F J Wilcox 

Christingle Service in St Bartholomew’s ChurchChristingle Service in St Bartholomew’s ChurchChristingle Service in St Bartholomew’s Church   

The circle of children with their families holding lighted candles, 

singing Away in a Manger, made a moving start to the Christmas 
celebrations in Much Marcle. So many people attended the 
Christingle service, the lights stretched all around nave.  

Julie Simpson did a brilliant job seeking out children who 
wanted to read the prayers and lessons. Over twenty children 

and young people took part doing readings, prayers and lighting 
the candles. Smaller children placed the figures in the crib. Rev 
Elizabeth Read used a world globe and a bag of mystery objects 

to explain the meaning of the Christingle.  

 

Thank you to everyone who made Christingles. Because we had 

sufficient, even the adults were able to have a Christingle    
orange with a candle and sweets. Some adults were a bit    
hesitant, thinking that the Christingles were just for children. 
But then everyone enjoyed the experience of holding a flickering 

candle in the dark church with the thought of Jesus as the ‘Light 
of the World’. As promised, a visitor from the North Pole arrived 
after the service with a bag of gifts for each child. There was no 

mistaking that every bag had a party hooter! Fantastic cakes 
and snacks made it a very special occasion.  

 

Chris and Julia Oulton 
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News from All Saints Yatton News from All Saints Yatton News from All Saints Yatton    

MUCH MARCLE MEMORIAL HALL 
Bob Dallow Room and Main Hall  

 

Available to hire for weddings, parties, meetings & club activities 
 

Concessions negotiable for regular users 
For detailed information contact Jenny Preece on 01531 660408 

is generously 

sponsored by  
Much Marcle Parish 

Council 

Mercury  

                    Take your place amongst royalty at Yatton! 
 

The roof at All Saints Yatton is to be completely refurbished after one hundred and 

seventy one years, and you can help by sponsoring a slate, which will have a name 
of your choosing inscribed on the underside and will also be recorded in a book on 
view in the church.  The system of naming slate sizes after nobility was devised by 

General Hugh Warburton at Penrhyn quarry, North Wales, in 1738, with the very 
large sizes being Kings and Queens and more normal 12” x 24” referred to as   
Duchesses.   Costs are as follows:-  
 

Duchess   (One name) £10,   Countess (three Names) £30,  King or 
Queen (up to twelve names) £100. 
 

Full details of how to ‘Sponsor a Slate’ are available at Much Marcle shop or from 
John Reed 01989 780439 or 34831@tiscali.co.uk 

The total amount collected this year in Much Marcle and Yatton 

was £1,156.63.  This is slightly down on last year’s total,     
perhaps not surprising in view of the recession, but still a very 
handsome contribution to the overall Poppy Appeal. 

The annual Poppy Appeal is the major single source of revenue 
for the Royal British Legion’s Benevolent Fund.  Every year more 
people come to the Legion for help, and the cost of that help is 

continually increasing, so the extra effort and generosity of the 
people of Much Marcle and Yatton will be very welcome. 

I would like to thank particularly the following local businesses 

and establishments which collect on our behalf every year, 
listed in no particular order: 

Much Marcle Post Office and Stores 

Much Marcle Church of England Primary School 

The Scrumpy House Restaurant 

The Slip Tavern 

The Royal Oak 

Rushall Club 

The Walwyn Arms 

Weston’s Visitor Centre 

Graham Baker Motors 

 
 

The Royal British Legion is extremely grateful to all of them for 

their very valuable contributions. 

As ever, Ray Evans collected door-to-door around the scattered 
dwellings of Yatton and Perrystone Hill, bringing in £373.49.  

Ray’s collection area involves much time and effort, often    
requiring repeat visits when householders are not at home, so 
this contribution is much appreciated. 

My thanks also to Bernard Morris, for helping once again with 
the task of emptying the boxes, and counting and banking the 
money. 

Once again, The Legion thanks you all for your most generous 
contributions in 2012, on behalf of all those who will benefit 
from your support. 

Clifford Noonan 

Poppy Appeal Honorary Organiser 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2012ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2012ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2012   

Yatton Church Sponsor a Slate Scheme 

or “Restoration of the Monarchy” 
 

Response to the All Saints, Yatton ‘Sponsor a Slate’ roof appeal 

has been good so far with interest from as far afield as San 
Francisco!  However, there are still lots of slates left, still waiting 
for your name to go on them.  Forms are available from John 

Reed (01989 780439), or from Much Marcle shop or Much   
Marcle church. 

I have been asked if a name can only be one word, the answer 

to this being that it is a full name.  For example, if you are 
called Edward Adolphus Michael William Albright-Sumpkinson-
Smith that is all one name.  Similarly The Jones family or Mr and 

Mrs Johnson would all count as one name.  So, please keep the 
sponsor forms coming in.  They can either be sent or given to 
me or handed in at Much Marcle shop. 
 

John Reed 
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Jubilee Club Christmas Lunch 11/12/2012 

We were down to 17 members for our Christmas Lunch at The 
Talbot, but although so few we very much enjoyed our meal in 
the presence of good company and everyone was dressed in 

suitable festive fashion. This was the last occasion when Doreen 
and Marion would organise the Draw.  The highlight of the 
event was a grand clearout of accumulated raffle prizes number-

ing a dozen in all. Jean Nowell was the winner of the Grand 

Christmas Hamper, full of seasonal goodies. 

The next meeting of the Club is scheduled for Tuesday 8th 
January 2.30pm at the Memorial Hall, which will be a talk on 
"Wartime Woolies". A select few of us may be old enough to 

remember them! Let us hope that the 2013 weather will not 
necessitate us having to retrieve the said articles from our   
bottom drawers.  Visitors are most welcome. 

 

Jubilee Club NewsJubilee Club NewsJubilee Club News   

 
CHARTERED SURVEYOR : AUCTIONEER : VALUER 

ESTATE AGENT  JOHN GOODWIN FRICS 

A Personal Service in the Sale, Letting and Management of Agricultural, Commercial and Residential Property 

3-5 New St, Ledbury  

HR8 2DX 

Walwyn Rd, Colwall  

WR13 6QG 

13 Worcester Rd, Malvern 

WR14 4QY 

9 High St, Upton-on-Severn 

WR8 0HJ 

Tel: 01531 634648 Tel: 01684 540300 Tel: 01684 892809 Tel: 01684 593125 

A big thank you to all who bought our left over Christmas cards. 

We did get some feedback that some would have liked a picture 
of the church. One reason for not doing a card this year was we 
did not have a suitable picture. So if anyone can snap a suitable 

picture, we would certainly consider it. The other thing to    
remember is that, from the business angle, we have a certain 
print run to make it profitable, we have to pay up-front to the 

printer, and then we have to sell like mad. So we would only 
give it a go if the parish was behind us. 

We are pleased to report the new kneelers are in position at the 

communion rail, and they look gorgeous. 

Finally a date for your diary: the Mortimer History Society is 
holding an event on Saturday 9 March, starting in the morning 

in the Memorial Hall, and we hope moving to the church in the 
afternoon. If you are interested in anything to do with the   
costume of the Blanche Mortimer tomb, this should be of     

interest to you. Further details in February Mercury. 

From The Friends of St Bartholomew’s churchFrom The Friends of St Bartholomew’s churchFrom The Friends of St Bartholomew’s church   

BELL RINGING  

PRACTICE DATES AND TIMES 
 

Mon 31st, 11:30pm - To ring in the New Year 

(Food and drink beforehand) 

Thursday 10th January - First learner ringers 
practice - 6pm - 7pm (and every Thursday at the 

same time thereafter) 

Saturday 19th January - Bob Doubles and 
Minor Practice - 10am - 12-noon 

RAIN Total for month  149.1  mm  

 Number of days with rain 21 

 Wettest day 24th   32.0 mm 

TEMPERATURE    Warmest day 14.5 deg.C (13th) 

TEMPERATURE Coldest night -3.0 deg.C (7th) 

 Lowest maximum  3.0 deg C (29th) 

 Highest minimum 11.0 deg C (19th) 

 Days with frost Air    0 Ground     4 

The November weather recorded by Eric Ward  The November weather recorded by Eric Ward  The November weather recorded by Eric Ward     
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Bible Study GroupBible Study GroupBible Study Group   Prayer GroupPrayer GroupPrayer Group   Other events for your diaryOther events for your diaryOther events for your diary   

Wellington Heath 
9.30am Tuesdays 

15th, 29th January 2013 
12th, 26th February 2013 

12th, 26th March 2013 
 

Details from Rev Howard Mayell   

Tel: 07906841893 

Christ Church  
 

Wellington Heath 

 
9.30am  

Every Wednesday  

8th January  Much Marcle Worship Group 9.30am   

8th January  Much Marcle Worship Group 9.30am   
11th January  LMDG Meeting 
27th January  CANDLEMAS SERVICE    4.30pm at Much Marcle 

1st February  AYLTON QUIZ EVENING 
13th February  Ash Wednesday  11.00am Holy Communion Pixley 
            7.30pm Holy Communion at Wellington Heath 
1st March  LMDG Meeting 

2nd March  Diocesan Synod 

Friday 28 December Holy Innocents Day a Service of Remembrance for parents who have suffered the loss of a child, whether recently or 

long ago, and for their families. 5.30pm 
JANUARY 2013 
Sunday 6 January 

Epiphany Carol Service sung by Hereford Cathedral Voluntary Choir, celebrating the veneration of the Christ-Child by the Magi. 3.30 pm 
FEBRUARY 
Saturday 2 February 
La nativité du Seigneur Olivier Messiaen: Peter Dyke performs this innovative organ masterpiece and offers a conclusion to the Christmas season. 

The performance will be enhanced and supported by the projection of thought-provoking visual images on the large screen. Tickets £5 available 
from the Cathedral Shop and at the door of the concert. 7.30 pm 

 

Events at Hereford CathedralEvents at Hereford CathedralEvents at Hereford Cathedral   

SERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTONSERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTONSERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTON   

Date Service Rotas Readings 

Sunday 6th January 

9.30 am 

Epiphany 
Holy Communion 
Yatton 

Reader:     H Bodington 
Flowers:  M Brooks 
Coffee:    C  & J Oulton  

Ephesians 3 v 1-12 
Matthew 2 v 1-12 

Sunday 13th January 

9.30 am 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Holy Communion 
Much Marcle 

Reader:     F Airey 
Flowers;  W Diment 
Coffee:    E Wood &  D Airey 

Acts 8 v 14-17 
Luke 3 v 15-17,21-22 

Sunday 20th January 
9.30 am 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Holy Communion 
Much Marcle 

Readers:    M Brooks 
Flowers:    W Diment 
Coffee:    R & M Brooks  

1 Corinthians 12 v 1-11 

John 2 v 1-11 

Sunday Dec 23rd 
4.30 pm 

Candlemass 
Family Service 
Much Marcle 

Readers:    H Thomas & children 
Flowers:  W Diment 
Coffee:     J Sanders, K Pugh & B 
  McMullen 

Malachi 3 v 1-5 
Luke 2 v 22-40  

Sunday 3rd February 
9.30am 

2nd Sunday before Lent 
Holy Communion 
Yatton 

Reader:     D Barry 
Flowers:  W Diment 
Coffee:    C  & J Oulton  

Revelation 4 v 1-end 

Luke 8 v 22-25 

Sunday 10th February 
9.30am 

The Sunday next before Lent 
Holy Communion 

Much Marcle 

Reader:     C & A Bentley-Taylor 
Flowers:  W Diment 
Coffee:    C & A Bentley-Taylor 

2 Cor 3 v 12 to 4 v 2 

Luke9 v 28-36 

 

  2nd Dec.  Benjamin James Rees -    Alison Marie Churchill. 
  29th Dec.  James George Crawford - Anna Cornelia Robertson.  

Recent marriages at St Bartholomew’s Church Recent marriages at St Bartholomew’s Church Recent marriages at St Bartholomew’s Church    

 

  9th January    Alpha Supper 
16th January    Who is Jesus? 
23rd January    Why did Jesus die? 

30th January    How can I be sure? 
6th   February  Why read the Bible? 
13th February  Why and how should we pray? 

20th February  How does God guide us? 
24th February  Holy Spirit Sunday from 9.30am 

27th February  How can I resist evil? 

6th   March       Why and how should we tell others? 
13th March       Does God heal today? 
20th March       What about the Church? 

27th March       How can I make the most of the rest of my    
   life? 

All are timed to start at 7.30pm except  
Sunday 24th (see above] ) 

Alpha TimetableAlpha TimetableAlpha Timetable   
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Dear Friends 

What does it mean to be in twenty thirteen? Did I 

say twenty thirteen? That means I am even 
closer to retirement than last year; there may be 

only another three years before that event (It could however be 

another eight years). 

For many the prospects of twenty thirteen depend on a whole 
host of possible situations; for those who followed the Mayan 

Calendar reading this should not be happening at all as the 
world was ‘due to end’ last month, oops another man made  
mistake!  As the Bible tells us man is not to know the date or 
time for the end of the world, just to be ready for it. 

For others twenty thirteen means just another year older as 
they tick of the days ‘waiting for God’, a somewhat negative  
approach to the turn of the year. Others still are moving forward 

into a time of change in their lives; the approach of important 
exams, of changing jobs like Fliss Iliffe as she leaves us to take 
on the role of Rector of Highley with Billingsley, Glazeley,   

Deuxhill and Chelmarsh – in the Deanery of Bridgnorth; or of 
getting married or of moving house or like the Duke and    
Duchess of Cambridge starting a family all of which bring a  

mixture of fear, hope and anticipation. 

What of you? Are you looking forward with joy to all that this 
year will bring! All Christians should have that forward looking 

view, of holding before them the joy and wonder of heaven in 
the presence of Almighty God. So then, no need to look at the 
glass half empty. Nor for that matter half full, for with God the 

glass is filled to over flowing and the more you give away the 
more you receive from him: 

     ‘Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will 
be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, 
it will be measured to you.’      Luke 6 v 38 

I wonder whether God is nudging you into coming closer to him, 

increasing your understanding of his love and your commitment 
to him and the Gospel. You might have last year considered 
signing up to the Alpha Course in Ledbury but never quite   

managed to get round to it; or you have thought you needed to 
know more first: well it is still possible to follow this course of 

action as we are running an Alpha Course in Much Marcle that 
begins on the 9th January with the Alpha Supper in the Haywain 
Barn at Hellens, Much Marcle at 7.30pm. If you would like to 

know more please call Andrew Bentley-Taylor on 01531 660261 
or myself on 07906841893 and come along and discover that 
life is worth exploring. 

The Archbishop elect Justin Welby is in for a really roller-coaster 
year with a change of job and of home and a vast increase in 
responsibility. There are those who would relish the chance of 
any job no matter how problematic, for whom twenty thirteen 

will be depressingly the same, being unemployed and desperate 
for work and unable to get it. We hear from politicians about 
tightening of belts, saving billions by reducing spending across 

the board.  What they are creating is an increasing number of 
dependant people as jobs are lost, people who were contribut-
ing to the system and because of (cost cutting) are thrown onto 

the scrap heap of society. 

The difficulty for politicians of course is that there is not an easy 
answer, for books have to be balanced; but there are options of 

how this can be achieved that do not necessarily have to be so 
draconian that it drives people to despair.  It is this place of  
despair that many will be driven into in this year of twenty   

thirteen. On a material level they can be helped by both those in 
power and those who are fortunate to be in employment if we 
work together as a nation to achieve a better future for all. 

Spiritually there is help on offer for all whether they are        
unemployed or in work, that help comes from the living God  
Jesus Christ who never gives up on anyone, his love is shown to 
all people no matter what their circumstance, and all you/they 

have to do is to turn to accept his love and guidance, strength 
and encouragement, and the freedom from wrongs and their 
associate guilt: turn afresh to him and make twenty thirteen a 

special year for you and for all. 
 

Yours in Christ Jesus  

Howard 

Letter from Reverend Howard MayellLetter from Reverend Howard MayellLetter from Reverend Howard Mayell   

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Christmas such a wonderful and blessed time 

Plans are well ahead with the arrangements for 2013 Lent 

Lunches.   Ash Wednesday being on 13th February.   Should 
anyone wish to hold a lunch within the Deanery, please contact 
Ann Davies on 01531 631873. 

With regret, Ann Tombs has stepped down as link c o-ordinator.  
We hope a successor will be found early in the New Year.    
Requests have been made throughout the year via the Deanery 

Synod to no avail.  In the meantime as a temporary measure 
members of the committee will be undertaking the tasks.   
Please contact Elaine Toyer for information on 01531 632354. 

We welcome Mrs Wendy Myles of Ashperton to our committee. 

 

KHERI NA BARAKA WAKATI WA NOELI PIA FANAKE KWA 
MWAKE MPYA 

WISHING YOU EVERY BLESSING AT CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR. 

 
Elaine Toyer 

 

Mtwara NewsMtwara NewsMtwara News   

Looking ahead to the centenary of the outbreak of the First 

World War, I am putting together a Book of Remembrance to 
honour all those who died in the First World War from Much 
Marcle and Yatton. This is as part of a series of projects       

covering a number of local communities. It is felt that the names 
inscribed on the board in the Memorial Hall and on the War   
Memorial in church should be remembered not just as words on 

wood and stone, but as men with characters and families who 

went from Much Marcle and Yatton and gave their lives for their 
country.  

If you have any knowledge or mementos of any of the men 

named could you please get in touch with me. Jennifer Harrison 
01531 633360 

Book of Remembrance for St Bartholomew’s ChurchBook of Remembrance for St Bartholomew’s ChurchBook of Remembrance for St Bartholomew’s Church   
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Cold Weather Warning For Motorists 

 
The Safer Roads Partnership in Warwickshire 
and West Mercia is warning us to take extra 

care as the weather turns colder this winter, 
particularly on wet roads from the recent heavy rain and 
flooding.  

The partnership is urging drivers to be prepared for potentially 
hazardous driving conditions and, in the event of severe 
weather, follow their advice about driving on snowy, icy and wet 

roads. Driving in these conditions can be particularly challenging 
for drivers as vehicle handling changes and stopping times and 
distances greatly increase. It is important to drive smoothly and 

avoid braking sharply and accelerating quickly as this could lead 
to wheels locking or spinning.  

Anna Higgins, Communications Manager at the Safer Roads 
Partnership said "We are advising all motorists to exercise    

caution when the weather starts to turn colder. Roads are    
particularly wet at the moment and could become hazardous if 
temperatures start to drop.   "It takes much longer for vehicles 

to slow down on wet, icy or snowy roads. Keep well back from 
the vehicle in front and allow plenty of time to slow down.   
Drivers are advised to look as far ahead as possible to anticipate 

what other road users might be planning to do especially at 
junctions and roundabouts. Braking sharply on a snowy, icy or 
wet road will only make the situation worse and could cause the 

brakes to lock and the car to skid." 

The partnership is also reminding drivers about the importance 
of carrying an emergency kit in their cars during the autumn and 

winter months in case of a breakdown or delay. This should 
include: 

 an ice-scraper, torch 

 warm clothes and a blanket 

 a pair of boots 

 a first aid kit 

 battery jump leads 

 a shovel for snow 

 food and drink 

 sunglasses to help see in low winter sun.  

 

 

 Motorists are also advised to make sure their 

mobile phone is fully charged before heading 
off on a journey. 

 

Anna Higgins added: "It really is worth taking a few minutes to 
put a few extra items in the boot of your car that may be     
essential if you break down or experience a delay due to bad 

weather. You may not need to use them but you'll be glad you 
packed them if you do." 

* * * * * 

Neighbourhood Watch wins prestigious Queens Award  
 
Neighbourhood Watch has been awarded the prestigious 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Volunteering Award in recognition of 

their work as one of the largest voluntary movements across 
England and Wales.  Neighbourhood Watch or Home Watch as it 
is known in some areas, is one of best known crime preventative 

initiatives across the UK with studies showing a 79% decrease in 
crime where the initiative is in place. With approximately 
170,000 co-ordinators covering 3.9 million households, volunteer 

community advocates are critical in the fight against crime. 

Mrs Grant, a member of the Stanley Hill Avenue, Amersham 
Neighbourhood Watch noticed that the curtains of her 

neighbour's house opposite were drawn despite it being about 
11 o’clock in the morning. She knew that there was normally no 
one at home during the day and having seen three young men 

in the vicinity a little earlier put two and two together and    
dialled 999. The men were apprehended. 

Helping to enable and support coordinators across England and 

Wales, the Neighbourhood and Home Watch Network (NHWN) is 
delighted to accept the award on behalf of the whole move-
ment. 

Jim Maddan, Chairman of NHWN said:  

‘Volunteers by their very definition are the people who develop 
community cohesion in their own time and it is this which brings 
people together to tackle crime issues and anti-social behaviour. 

It is the grassroots membership who deserves this award for 
their enthusiasm, hard work and commitment to preventing and 
reducing crime’. 

More information can be found at www.ourwatch.org.uk. 

Neighbourhood Watch UpdateNeighbourhood Watch UpdateNeighbourhood Watch Update    

H E L L E N S “The Jewel in the Crown of Herefordshire Homes” Country Living 

Open for guided tours from Easter Sunday to end of September - Weds, Thurs, Sun & Bank Holidays 

at 2, 3 & 4pm, otherwise by appointment 
 

The newly restored Great and Haywain Barns (Grade II Starred) are also available 

 for hiring for business, leisure and social functions 
Curator:  Mr Nicholas Stephens  Telephone 01531 660504  www.hellensmanor.com 

The Pennington-Mellor-Munthe Charity Trust (Reg. No. 283266) 

EMERGENCY 999   NORMAL REPORTS 101    CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 

EMAIL: rossonwyerural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
            rossonwyetown.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Your members of the local policing team are now: 

Sgt 3717 Polly Price  
PC 3202 Richard Barradale-Smith  

CSO 7131 Lisa Austin  

CSO 6324 Carol Marsh  
CSO 6106 Alison Dore 

https://www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/fckeditor/editor/dialog/www.ourwatch.org.uk
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Seasonal Gardening tips Seasonal Gardening tips Seasonal Gardening tips by Duseline Stewartby Duseline Stewartby Duseline Stewart   

It makes me smile ruefully when people talk of 

'putting the garden to bed for the winter'. If only! I 
am still sweeping up leaves which are more      
plentiful than ever this year; mulch for the future, 

but time-consuming meantime. 

This is pruning time for fruit trees, preferably with a pruning 
saw rather than secateurs. The aim is to leave an open tree 

where air can circulate freely, rather than to snip off twigs. 
Make sure the cuts are smoothed off and any snags removed to 
avoid disease and sheltering nasties. Though books suggest 

February, you can also prune late-flowering clematis now. The 
usual advice is to cut all stems to a bud 18inches from the 
ground, but I find it more interesting to vary the height of the 

cuts. To keep wisteria under control, shorten the main stems as 
necessary and trim all side branches to two buds. This drastic 
treatment increases flower power. 

A wander through seed catalogues will remind you that now is 

the time to sow leeks, onions and tomatoes if you can provide 
them with some heat. Antirrhinums and nicotiana also benefit 
from a long growing-period, but only if they can be sure of 

warmth. Otherwise they are best left till later. 

Provided the ground is not frozen or wet, you can get ahead 
preparing the vegetable plot. A dusting of lime will keep the soil 

sweet, a layer of compost will improve the condition, and      
removing weeds will be satisfying. 

A Good New Gardening Year to you all! 

 
The MM Gardeners' Club has an exciting programme for 
2013 including visits to gardens, talks on allotments and 

tool-sharpening for the terrified and much, much more. 
Why not come and join us? Contact Chris (tel. 
01531640228,or e-mail: chrisbw@hotmail.co.uk 

The Worship GroupThe Worship GroupThe Worship Group    

The Worship Group was set up by the Parochial Church Council 

(PCC) in 2012 with the remit ‘to consider all aspects of worship 
with the overall aim of encouraging more people to attend 
church services and thereby help to fulfil the mission of the 

Church’. The group meets three times a year and reports to the 
PCC where proposals from the Worship Group are discussed 
and approved. 

The current group members are Chris Oulton (convenor), Rev 
Howard Mayell, Rev Elizabeth Reed, Richard Brooks 
(churchwarden), Hilary Underwood (Reader), Malcolm Hughes 

(organist Much Marcle) and Julia Oulton (organist Yatton). In 
2012 we concentrated on drawing up a schedule of services for 
the year, in particular giving particular attention to the schedul-

ing of festivals and other events so that, where possible they 
coincide with family services. Having agreed on the schedule of 
services we have tried to improve our advertising through the 

use of the Mercury, posters, and flyers as well as through our 

links with the school. Through advanced planning we have also 
been better able to coordinate the provision of refreshments 
after services. Particular successes have been the Christingle, 

Rogation Day Open the Book and the Remembrance Day    
services. We are pleased with contributions made by the 
Brownies and the school choir to our services. 

In 2013, amongst other matters, we will be reviewing the   
current liturgy and the style of music used in our services. All 
members of the Group would be pleased to receive feedback 

from you and, above all, we would like to receive your ideas for 
improvements. At our meeting in January we will be discussing 
a proposal for an All Souls Day Service. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Chris Oulton 

 

***ART & CRAFT SOCIAL GROUP*** 
 

Resumes at the end of Jan 2-4 pm in Memorial Hall  

Contact Andy Smith 01531660253 for more details 
 
 

Come along with your art and craft activities to 

meet our friendly group. All welcome. 
 

A chance to exchange hints and tips, chat and meet 

new friends. 
No pressure, any standard accepted!   

 

 

 

Calling all Cooks  

Introducing weekly cooking sessions 

An enjoyable social activity whilst cooking a two course meal 

ready to eat at home.   

Try out and exchange successful recipes.  
 

Course starts next month. Times to be arranged. 

Numbers will be limited to a maximum of 6 people.  
 

If you are interested please contact Joy Brooks 01531 

660308 or email denis.brooks@btinternet.com 
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The Slip Tavern   
 

Open for Lunches  and Dinner every day except Mondays 

 
Weekend Specials   Friday—Saturday    7pm—9pm 

 

call 01531 660246 for details 

Seasonal Recipes Seasonal Recipes Seasonal Recipes by Alison Taylor by Alison Taylor by Alison Taylor (((Taylorapt2@aol.com)Taylorapt2@aol.com)Taylorapt2@aol.com)   

January is often lean month money wise so my first recipe is an economical one in its basic form. Corned Beef Hash was a      

favourite of mine back in my student days. It can be “jazzed up” to make it different each time. 

 

225g (8oz) corned beef, cut into 
chunks 
450g (1lb) cooked potatoes. (I scrub 

them & boil with skins on), cut into 
small dice 
2 medium onions, peeled & sliced 

3 tablespoons of oil 

1. Heat 1 tablespoon of oil in a large frying pan and fry the onions until golden & 

soft.  In a large bowl gently mix the cooked onions with the chunks of corned 
beef, potato and onion. 

2. Heat 2 tablespoons of oil in the frying pan. Add the meat mixture and fry until 

brown, moving the mixture around the pan. 
3. Serve with baked beans and an egg if liked or a green salad. 
 

To “jazz it up” 

 Fry some chopped chorizo with the onion 

 Add a couple of tablespoons of sweet chilli sauce 

CORNED BEEF HASH (serves 2CORNED BEEF HASH (serves 2CORNED BEEF HASH (serves 2---3)3)3)   

 

140g (5oz) wholemeal pasta twirls 
(dried) 

85g (3oz) each frozen peas and 
broad beans 
100g (4oz) broccoli, cut into small 

pieces 
100g (4oz) cooked, peeled prawns 
1 lemon, ½ zest & juice, ½ cut into 
wedges 

3 tablespoons of light herb & garlic 
cream cheese 

1. Cook the pasta in boiling salted water until al dente, about 7-10 minutes. Drain, 
reserving a cupful of the cooking water. 

2. Cook the vegetables for 5 minutes. Drain. Return the pasta to the pan with the 

prawns, lemon zest and juice, and the cream cheese. Heat through gently    
adding enough of the pasta water to make a creamy sauce. 

3. Divide between 2 bowls or plates and garnish with the lemon wedges 

 

 This also works well with left over smoked salmon or diced ham 

 Mixed frozen vegetables could be used to replace the vegetables 

CREAMY PASTA WITH PRAWNS AND LEMON (serves 2)CREAMY PASTA WITH PRAWNS AND LEMON (serves 2)CREAMY PASTA WITH PRAWNS AND LEMON (serves 2)   

My second dish is a lean one calorie wise!! It is easy to prepare and quick to cook. 

I have a large collection of recipe books and last year I made a resolution to make at least one recipe from one of them once a 

month. I tend to stick to the same old ones, namely Delia Smith or Mary Berry. It didn’t last very long as it does take time to get 

the ingredients together but I shall have another go. Hopefully I will get myself organised so that I can report back as to how they 

work out. 

Alison 

Calling all Cooks. Have a look at the advert on page 2 .  A new 

course to improve cooking skills and meet new people. 
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Professional  Services 
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Gardening Decorating  

Home  
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Electrical,   Carpentry   and   Boiler Repairs 
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Every care is taken in preparing this newsletter for publication, and strenuous efforts are made to check the accuracy of information 

contained in it.  However, no responsibility can be accepted for inaccuracies that may occur. 
 

Printed by Express Printing  c/o Lonsdale Print Solutions Ltd, Denington Estate, Wellingborough NN8 2RA    
Tel: 01933 228855  Fax: 01933 440132      email: enquiries@expressprinting.co.uk 

The Mercury Team 
 

Editor & Production 
Jacqueline Riley 01531670321 

email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer & Distribution 
Margaret Adams   01531 660616 

email: adams.david587@gmail.com 
 

Advertising & Sponsorship 
Brian Morgan   01531 660222 

email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com 
 

Photographs 
David Mocatta   01531 660439 

email: dandcmocatta@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Mercury is put together the 3rd week of 

the month.   
Copy, etc, can be left at 

Much Marcle Shop or emailed to the editor. 

Pastoral Care 
Team Ministry Office:  01531 631531 
Rev Howard Mayell:  07906 841893 
Church Wardens: 
Marcle  Richard Brooks: 01531 660241 
Yatton  John Reed 01989 780439 
Treasurer of the PCC 
Andrew Bentley-Taylor  01531 660261 

Acting Minuting Secretary of the PCC 
Mrs Sara-Jane Berry: 01531 660563 
The Friends of St Bartholomew’s 
Chairman   Rosalind Barker  01989 740614 

Secretary   John Chapman  01531 660664 
Much Marcle Parish Councillors 
Graham Baker: 01531 660323 

John Blandford: 01531 660254 
Roger Cotton: 01531 660636 
Alison Taylor: 01531 670342 
Brian Morgan: 01531 660222 

email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com  
David Powell: 01531 660220 
Frank Powell: 01531 660236 

email: FJP12957@btinternet.com  
Elliot Thomas: 
email: dianne.cox@westons-cider.co.uk   
Tim Weston: 01531 660633  

email: tim.weston@westons-cider.co.uk  
Clerk to Much Marcle Parish Council 
Diane Baldwin: 01531 650885 

Hereford Police Station 

Crime Prevention Manager  
PC Charles NAYLOR 
0300 333 3000 
 

ROSS-ON-WYE POLICE  
0300 333 3000 
PC R Barradale-Smith  

Mobile: 07811 131525 
 

Community Support Officers 

Lisa Austin/Alison Dore 
Mobile: 07970 602441  

LEDBURY POLICE  

0300 333 3000 
 
PC Ashlyn Dunlop   Ledbury Town  

Mobile: 07814 554496 
 
 

Community Support Officers  

Heather Mika (Town)  
David Alexander (Rural) 
Mobile for both:  07970 602338 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

John Finnigan   
Police Liaison Co-ordinator 
01531 660419 

Electricity  

(Emergency)  08457 331 331 
Gas (Emergency) 0800 111 999 
Water (Emergency) 0800 052 0130 

 
AA Breakdown 0800 88 77 66 
RAC Breakdown 0800 82 82 82 

Citizens Advice 0870 126 4091 

 Malvern 01684 563611 

 Hereford 01432 266456 

 Ross-on-Wye 01989 566346 

Hospitals 

 Ledbury  01531 632488 

 Hereford  01432 355444 

Ledbury Doctors 

St Katherines,    01531 633271 
Market Surgery,  01531 632423 
Fownhope Surgery 01432 860235 

Herefordshire Council  
Main Switchboard 01432 260000 
Herefordshire Info 01432 260500 
Ledbury Library 01531 632133 

LOCAL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Yatton Parish Councillors 
Mr J Clark: 01531 660275 
Mr A Cotton: 01989 740645 
Mr J Nicholas: 01531 660294 

Clerk to Yatton Parish Council 
Averil Clother: 01981 540689 
email: averilclother@tiscali.co.uk 
Much Marcle Memorial Hall 
Bookings and Treasurer: 
Jenny Preece: 01531 660408 
Chair: Joy Brooks 01531 660308 
Vice-Chair:  

Darren Farnell 01531 660450 
Jubilee Club 
Chair:Joyce Phillips 01531 636822 

Secretary:Jean Nowell 01531 660691 
Much Marcle Amateur Dramatic Society 
Lynne & Danielle Bowers: 01531 660201  
Bellringing – Tower Captain 
Adam Cale: 01531 660736 
Much Marcle Badminton Club 
Jenny Preece: 01531 660408 

Folk Club 
Andy Smith  01531 660253 
Much Marcle Gardeners Club 
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228 

WI Secretary: 
Valerie Richards 01531 660447 

LOCAL  ORGANISATION CONTACT DETAILS 

 GRAHAM BAKER MOTORS 
24 hour RECOVERY SERVICE    AA & RAC APPROVED 

THE FORGE, RUSHALL, MUCH MARCLE  
near LEDBURY 

Tel: 01531 660259   Fax: 01531 660695 

 Full workshop service with crypton tuner  Unipart Car Care Centre  Insurance co approved  Free fit tyres and exhausts 

 Full body repair with low bake and body 

jig facility  

 Backed by Nationwide 

Guarantee 

 Courtesy car supplied  Air conditioning 

Personal Service – Open 7 days a week  

LEDBURY RAILWAY STATION 
 

For detailed information go to the website: 
 

http://www.ledbury.plus.com 

National Rail Enquiries:  08457 484950  

(24 hr) or www.nationalrail.co.uk 
Live departure board: 
Train tracker    0871 200 4950 
Engineering work may affect times. Check before you travel. 

mailto:bodenhamfarm@lineone.net
mailto:FJP12957@btinternet.com
mailto:dianne.cox@westons-cider.co.uk
mailto:tim.weston@westons-cider.co.uk
mailto:averilclother@tiscali.co.uk

