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What’s on this month at a glance
21st

March
7th Walking Roadshow Ledbury (Page 5)
9th Study Day Mortimer History Society at Memorial Hall
(Fully Booked)
9th The Rosamunde Trio Concert Hellens
10th Mothering Sunday Service Much Marcle (Page 10)
17th Wags and Wellies Charity Walk (Page 13)

Illustrated Talk by Chris Beardshaw Fownhope
Memorial Hall at 7.00 pm. (See last month’s Mercury)

April
10th Cider & Perry Tasting Woodredding Farm Yatton
(page 4)
For Church Services see page 10 and 11
Hereford Cathedral events—see church pages

Regular events at Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Friday 9-11.30 am Happy Apples Toddler Group Julie
Simpson 01989 740369
Mon evenings 7.30—8.15 Zumba (Open to all, just turn up).

Weekly
Tuesday 8pm Badminton Jenny Preece 01531 660408
Weds 6 - 7pm Brownies N. Johnson 01531 660757
Weds (except the 4th Wed in each month) Short Mat Bowls
from 7.30 - 9pm. Contact Joy Brooks 01531 660308
Thurs 10-11am Coolmoves / Class (just turn up)
Thursdays 2-4 pm Art and Craft Club until April
Thursday 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Rachel Pritchard 07967 213431
Thursday 7 –8.30 Bell ringing at St Bartholomew’s

Monthly
Gardeners Club on third Tuesday of month at 7.30pm
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228
WI meet on the fourth Wednesday of month at 7.30pm
Valerie Richards 01531 660447
Jubilee Club on second Tuesday of month at 2.30pm
Jean Nowell 01531 660691

A reminder from the Mercury Treasurer
It is that time of year again. Subscriptions for the Mercury will
be due in April. Regular subscribers will receive a brown
envelope attached to the March Mercury with instructions for
renewal — so watch out for it. Prompt payment will be
appreciated.

We can now offer the Mercury as an ecopy (PDF file) to be sent
each month by email. The cost will be £5 per year. This is an
excellent way for those living outside the locality or living
abroad to keep in touch with what is going on here.
To subscribe contact Margaret Adams the treasurer on 01531
660616 or email: david587@gmail.com

The cost of subscribing this way is £5 per year for 11 copies, so
one copy is free!

To subscribe by ecopy contact the treasurer and include your
email address with your subscription.

Some subscribers have their Mercury sent by post. With the
increasing cost of postage the cost for this will now be £12.00
per annum.

News from All Saints' Yatton
The specification for the overhaul of the roof and restoration
of the bell turret was finally approved in January, and tenders
have been invited for the work.

With grateful thanks to all those of you who have subscribed
so far.
John Reed February 16th 2013

There have been applications for a total of 58 names so far to
be engraved on our King, Queen, Duchess and Empress
slates, but there are still plenty left. If you would like to help
with the 'Restoration of the Monarchy', to borrow a phrase
from the history books, you can pick up a form from Much
Marcle shop, St. Bartholomew's church or from Yatton church.

Full details of how to ‘Sponsor a Slate’ are available at
Much Marcle shop or from John Reed 01989 780439 or
34831@tiscali.co.uk
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Sheep Tales from Rosalind Barker
For those interested in the Barker flock, we did a bit of
consolidation last autumn. The chunky males born in the
spring of 2012 were sent to the great freezer in the sky.
The daintier females joined their older half siblings and
mothers in the hope they will plump up a bit, making a
total of 12 in the flock. We decided against a visit from
the ram, so there will be no new additions in 2013.
We are now relieved we took this course, as the
Schmallenberg virus, spread by midges and causing birth
defects and death in lambs, has reared its ugly head in
other parts of the country.

We had to leave the flock in the care of a neighbour as
we visited family abroad over Christmas and New Year.
On our return we were relieved all the sheep were well
and had behaved themselves. I was rather upset, however, to find the pansies I had planted in patio pots had
been decimated – I thought the slugs had been especially
busy. Then we found the culprit – a marauding sheep
(not one of ours!) from the on-tack visitors in an adjoining field had broken through the fence and snacked not
only on the pansies, but on our hedge, the spring bulbs
and grape hyacinths which were just showing through,
wallflowers and sweet Williams, and had kept our patch
of lawn neatly trimmed. Luckily it seems snowdrops were
not to its taste, so we still have a show of them. We
chased the perpetrator out and fixed the fence, but he
still caused problems. He must have been snacking in
our garden when the on-tack flock was collected and so
missed the lorry back home. Oh the joys of shepherding!

The very wet weather of autumn and winter turned the
ground to a quagmire for the sheep to poach, but we
were surprised that foot problems were minimal. The
frosty weather of the past week has been a welcome
change, hardening the ground so you can walk on it
without squelching and slipping. It has also been a relief
to see neighbouring farmers able to get on the land
again. However, the severe cold snap has done nothing
to encourage fresh grass growth, and hay is in short
supply after last year’s poor harvest.

R Barker

Deaf Direct is now a part of DN:UK Deaf Network. DN:UK is made
up of lots of Deaf organisations from around the UK who are
working together to provide access to interpreters for Deaf People
using the Internet.
Sign on Screen is the software platform that we are using to
provide this service. The system lets a deaf person use their
computer to contact one of our interpreters spo that they can
make ‘phone calls to hearing people. It allows them to make the
call in sign language rather thaqn using an English based minicom.
We are still in the early stages of teh project and are running pilots
in Oxfordshire and Worcestershire. Many of our clients have
already signed up to the system.
Visit: www.deafnetworkuk.co.uk
1.
2.
3.

Click on How to Sign Up
Click on Deaf Direct
Click Register and type in your details—then download the
software onto your computer.

Your local branch of Deaf Direct is:
Deaf Direct Hereford
Kemble House
37 Broad Street
Hereford
HR4 9AR

Tel 01432 357741
Text 01905 746300
Fax 01905 746302
SMS 07725 244129
Email info@deafdirect.org.uk

JOHN GOODWIN FRICS

CHARTERED SURVEYOR : AUCTIONEER : VALUER
ESTATE AGENT

A Personal Service in the Sale, Letting and Management of Agricultural, Commercial and Residential Property

3-5 New St, Ledbury
HR8 2DX

Walwyn Rd, Colwall
WR13 6QG

13 Worcester Rd, Malvern
WR14 4QY

9 High St, Upton-on-Severn
WR8 0HJ

Tel: 01531 634648

Tel: 01684 540300

Tel: 01684 892809

Tel: 01684 593125
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News from St. Bartholomew’s Church
THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL

FUND RAISING CIRCLE NEED JAM JARS!

The time has come to renew the church electoral roll and if you
would like to be included on this roll, please collect a form from
the post office, complete and sign it, and return it to the post
office for me to collect. By being on the roll, it entitles you to
get involved with church life and become a parochial church
council member at some time in the future.

The church fund raising circle are short of good jam jars, either
12 oz size or 1lb size, so that they can make the various
marmalades, jams, chutneys and other preserves etc for their
fund raising events.
If you could save some clean jars and lids and drop them in to
Janet Chapman at Reddingend Fruit Farm before the soft fruit
season starts, we would be most grateful. Also, if you feel like
removing the labels that you be a bonus!

Janet Chapman
Electoral Roll Officer

Taste the History

ART & CRAFT
SOCIAL GROUP

Fran and Brian Robbins invite you to a

Cider and Perry Tasting

We have resumed
2 - 4pm in Memorial Hall for 10 weeks

at Woodredding Farm, Yatton
on Thursday 11th April 2013, 12 noon or 7.00 pm

Why not come along with your art and craft
activities to meet our friendly group.

Tickets £10

A chance to exchange hints and tips, chat and
meet new friends.
No pressure, any standard accepted!

The tasting will take place in the Cider Mill and you will have:
A cup of mulled cider or mulled apple juice when you arrive
followed by a talk on the History of Cider and Perry, during
which you will be offered tastings of the range of cider and
perry made at Woodredding
Bread, Cheese and Pickles after the tasting.
Soft drinks, coffee and tea will be available.

Proceeds towards the restoration of the
roof and bell-tower at Yatton Church
As our space is limited you will need to book in advance.
Tickets from Fran and Brian on 01531 660257 or email: and
from Much Marcle Shop

Ledbury Community Choir

MOTHERING SUNDAY

Forthcoming concerts. We will be performing a
concert of our Light Liturgical Music on Friday
March 1st and Saturday March 2nd.
The concert on March 1st will be held at
Ledbury Methodist Church starting at 7-30pm
Tickets are available from Sue Hughes
Telephone 01531 636452
The concert on March 2nd will be held at
St. Joseph's Roman Cathlic Church Malvern and will
start at 8-00pm
Tickets are available from Edd Hogan Telephone
01531 631218

10th March
St Bartholomew’s Church
Much Marcle

Family Service
9.30am

The Royal Oak
Much Marcle HR8 2ND
Tel: 01531 660300
www.royal-oak-inn.com

Dates for your diary
Mothers day Lunch Sunday 10th March
2 & 3 courses available
St Patricks Grill Night Sunday 17th March
£25 for 2 grills & a bottle of wine 4pm – 8pm
Booking advisable!
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Eight Day Easter Eggstravaganza
Fun and games for the Easter holidays. Ann Cam School Hall, Dymock
Mon 25th March – Thu 28th Mar and Tue 2nd April – Fri 5th April*
Fri 8th April – Circus Day
Gymnastics. Face painting. Paper plate arts & crafts. Popcorn.

Mon 25th March - Italian Day
Pizza making. Ice cream building and eating. Italian
bookmarks. Junk model sports cars.
Tue 26th March – Egglympics
Egg & Spoon race. Egg rolling. Chicken relay. Easter fairy
cakes. Hands & feet painted floral bouquet.
Wed 27th March – Easter Fun Day at 3 Shires Garden
Centre
We will be joining in the day’s activities. Lunch provided.
Thu 28th Mar – Creative Easter
Egg box creations. Bunch of spring flowers. Chocolate
birds nests.
Tue 5th April – Out of Africa
Animal masks. Making drums & shakers. Colourful tie
dye.
Wed 6th April – Mini Beasts
Bug hunt & release. Playdough creations. Biscuit decorating.
Thu 7th April – Under the Sea
Huge turtle collage. Bubble painting. Sand & water play.
Sea world jelly snack.

Plus loads more fun every day!
 8am – 6pm
 All children from 2 – 11 yrs
 £4 per hour
 Book any hours you like
*A minimum number of bookings is required to run
each session
15% Discount for all bookings taken on or before
Friday 15th March
Call, text or
email:
07718 072 499
info@happyturtles.co.uk
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Seasonal Gardening tips

by Duseline Stewart

As I write this, I wonder if the ground will ever
dry out enough to start seed-sowing but experience teaches we shall soon be complaining of
having to water.

encourage fruiting; once the branches are set in position, the
ties can be removed.
Start dahlia tubers into growth in a warm place now, and by the
end of the month you can take 2-inch cuttings with a firm bit of
root at the base. The same can be done with dicentra, lupins,
heleniums and spiraea. By the end of the month, hardy annuals
can be planted out after hardening, and tender ones sown.

Covering the soil with plastic, preferably black,
will help it warm up. March is the usual time to
sow peas, carrots, leeks and salads. This year it might be wiser
to sow the salads in pots, making sure the seeds are not thickly
sown, to give them a good start. And, of course, Good Friday is
the traditional planting day for potatoes.

If you still have old seed, try chitting on damp kitchen paper in
a plastic box in a warm place for a few days. If you can't plant
out immediately, keep for a week in the fridge.

If you haven't already done so, prune autumn-fruiting raspberries to the ground and cut down the fruited canes of the
summer ones (they are the ones that are lighter in colour) and
give them a sprinkling of potash or wood ash. Young plum and
greengage trees can have their taller branches tied down to

December 2012
RAIN

Total for month

Weather recorded by Eric Ward
RAIN

125.5 mm

Number of days with rain
Wettest day

Remember to remove all old leaves when pruning roses and
mulch deeply to discourage black spot, and to stool (cut back to
6 inches) coloured-bark cornus so as to get good colour next
winter. From an 18th century writer, "in March, slug and snail
engender". You have been warned.

TEMPERATURE Coldest night

-5.0 deg C (12th,13th 14th)

Lowest maximum
Highest minimum
Days with frost

Total for month

Wettest day

14 (22 mm.)
13.0 deg C ( 22nd)

2013

Number of days with rain

21

TEMPERATURE Warmest day

January

54.5 mm
12 (3snow)
29th 12.0 mm

TEMPERATURE Warmest day

29th 14.0 deg C

TEMPERATURE Coldest night

15th, 16th -5.0 deg. C

-1.0 deg C (12th)

Lowest maximum

0 deg C 18th

6 deg C (19th)

Highest minimum

7.0 deg C 6th, 7th

Days with frost

air 15 ground 9

air 9

ground 6

Main snowfall

Air 0 Ground 4

18th 100 mm 22nd 75
mm

Mtwara News February 2013
Ledbury Deanery Mtwara Link
Lent Lunches are now in progress, for remaining dates please
see below.

Saturday, 2nd March: Tony and Lesley Goodall
The Sheiling, Knapp Lane, Ledbury Tel 635480

Bishop Patrick Mwatchiko has retired as Bishop of Masasi and
while visiting this country in January, paid a very brief visit to
Ledbury (2 hours) but promises to return to see us “when I am
not a Bishop”. He has now taken up farming and he and his
wife are building their own house.

Tuesday, 5th March: Wendy Myles The Old Vicarage,
Ashperton. HR8 2RZ Tel 670920
Thursday, 7th March: The Revd James & Mrs Mary Stewart 3
Leadon Place, Ledbury Tel 630237
Wednesday, 13th March: Malcolm and Sandra Thomas
11 Newton Close, Ledbury Tel 631871

We still await plans of the new school building from Mtwara.

Our thanks to everyone involved in arrangements for the Lent Thursday, 21st March: DEANERY LUNCH Ann Tombs
Lunches and we hope all those attending will enjoy meeting Abbots Lodge, Church Lane, Ledbury el 632668
friends.
Elaine Toyer 01531 634354

Ledbury Funeral Services
Local independent service for all your funeral arrangements
Traditional and Contemporary funerals arranged ..
Day and Night Service.... Chapel of Rest

Contact Hilary Jones to discuss your personal requirements
132 The Homend Ledbury HR8 1BZ 01531 633388 ..........e.mail : ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com
6

Seasonal Recipes

by Alison Taylor ( Taylorapt2@aol.com)

This is a recipe for St Patrick’s Day, March 17th. It is a one pot meal so not much washing up afterwards. Weston’s cider could be
used instead of the Irish cider stated of course, but it wouldn’t then be Irish Pork !! Chicken or turkey could be used instead of
pork if you prefer.
IRISH PORK WITH CIDER (serves 2 easily doubled)
Ingredients

Method

1 tablespoon sunflower oil
2 pork chops
4 rashers smoked bacon or lardons
1 carrot
2 potatoes
½ small swede
½ savoy or other winter cabbage
1 bay leaf
100ml (3 ½ fl oz) Irish cider
100ml (3 ½ fl oz) chicken stock

1.
2.

3.

Peel and cut the potatoes, swede and carrot into chunks. Wash the cabbage
and cut into wedges. If using bacon rashers cut into pieces.
Heat the oil in a heat proof dish or frying pan. Fry the pork chops until golden
brown on both sides. Remove from the pan and add the bacon, swede, potatoes
and carrot. Gently fry for a minute or two. Add the cabbage and sit the chops
on top with the bay leaf.
Pour over the cider and stock then cover and simmer for 20 minutes or so until
the pork and vegetables are cooked.

One way of cutting down on the cost of meat is to make use of the cheaper cuts. The supermarkets and butchers have a good
selection which make lovely casseroles and stews. If you have an Aga simply pop into the bottom oven and leave for several
hours or use a slow cooker. The pressure cooker is also useful to cook these cuts.
PORK BELLY This can be roasted flat or rolled and roasted. If roasted flat, the crackling should get lovely and crispy if you blast
it at the hottest your oven will go for the first 10 minutes, then turn down to 180C/GM4 for about 1-1 ½ hours.
OXTAIL From the tail of cattle. This cut when braised slowly makes for a really tasty stew. Allow 2 pieces per person and cook
in ale or red wine.
BEEF SKIRT A very lean cut. Good for slow cooking then used as a filling for a Steak and Kidney Pie.
OX /PORK CHEEK As above, again a lean cut and very economical
MIDDLE NECK OF LAMB Great for Lancashire Hotpot or Welsh stew. Much tastier than fillet.
FRUIT AND NUT CHOCOLATE BARS
Ingredients

Method

200g plain chocolate doesn’t need to be expensive type !
60g butter
60g caster sugar
1 egg
120g mixed dried fruit
30g each flaked almonds and glace

1.
2.

cherries quartered

110g ground almonds
250g almond paste

3.

Swiss roll tin lined with non-stick baking parchment

Melt the chocolate and spread over the base of the tin.
Leave to set. Put the oven on 180C/GM5.
Cream the butter and sugar, beat in the egg and fold in
the fruit and nuts. Roll out the almond paste to fit the
base of the tin and lay on top of the chocolate. Spread
the fruit and nut mixture on top and smooth over, Bake
for 20-25 minutes until golden brown.
Leave to cool before cutting into fingers

Happy Easter
Alison

See Alison in action giving a cooking demonstration at the
WI meeting on Wednesday 27th March at 7.30 pm.

The Slip Tavern
Open for Lunches and Dinner every day except Mondays
Weekend Specials Friday—Saturday

7pm—9pm

call 01531 660246 for details
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A Review of Peter Pan by Rosalind Barker
Danielle Bowers adapted J M Barrie’s story for panto and
set it in Much Marcle (the original Darling family lived in
London’s Bayswater Road overlooking Kensington
Gardens). The scene was set by Cathy Monkley as
Grandma telling the story of Peter Pan, the boy who
never grew up, to her grandchildren. The fight between
Peter (Katie Bowers) and Capt Hook (Ed Hewitt) which
resulted in Hook’s hand being carried off by the crocodile
was enacted in silhouette as a background.

black and red outfits were like something out of “Pirates
of the Caribbean” – Capt Jack Sparrow would have been
proud of them. Nigel Andrews as Smee was an excellent
foil to the overpowering bully Hook, and Ed got plenty of
“boos”.
The individual characters of the Lost Boys all came across
and were played with great enthusiasm by Will Park
(Slightly), Alice Hassan (Nibs), Oliver Hewitt-Bullard
(Tootles), Louisa Walker (Curly), Ben Edwards and Ben
Simpson (Twins), Joel Waters, Chris Simpson, and Liam
Waters. Alice also portrayed a mermaid and performed a
delightful dance.

The Darling Family were charmingly portrayed by
Margaret Brooks and John Berry as mother and father,
Georgie Simpson as Wendy, Tom Simpson as John, and
Tom Hassan as Michael. Danielle Bowers got into Nana’s
skin (and also the Crocodile’s). Peter Pan did take the
Darling children off to Neverland, but no flying did we
see. In fact, it was quite a treat not to have all that
showing off and there was plenty more to entertain us.
Feisty Tinkerbell was quite brilliantly played by Jennie
Simpson (how could we not believe in fairies?!).

There was no “dame” character in J M Barrie’s story, but
there is now. Lynn Bowers was a revelation as Laughing
Water, chief squaw and purveyor of wisdom. Lynn did a
good ten minutes of stand-up, and we were transfixed.
How she did it, I don’t know – although “How!” had quite
a lot to do with it! Tiger Lily, Laughing Water’s daughter
kidnapped by the Pirates, was played with spirit by Ellen
The portrayal of the Pirates was really entertaining. Anita Berry.
Bainbridge, Cathy Monkley and Jenny Preece’s stunning

The Simpson family children played by Tom Hassan, Georgie Simpson
and Tom Simpson with Danielle Bowers as Nana the dog.

Lynn Bowers as Laughing Water

MUCH MARCLE MEMORIAL HALL
Bob Dallow Room and Main Hall
Available to hire for weddings, parties, meetings & club activities

Concessions negotiable for regular users
For detailed information contact Jenny Preece on 01531 660408
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Mercury
is generously
sponsored by
Much Marcle Parish
Council

Will Park as Slightly with
the injured Wendy
(Georgie Simpson),
Tinkerbell and
The Lost Boys

Musical numbers were tackled with gusto by the young
members of the cast, notably “Whistle while you work”,
Lionel Bart’s “Consider yourself at home” from Oliver!,
and Queen’s “Don’t stop me now”. Margaret Brooks and
John Berry performed a very emotional “I dreamed a
dream” from Les Miserables. “The man who can’t be
moved” by The Scripts was perfect for Peter Pan and
Tinkerbell’s resolve to remain in Neverland.

spirit of J M Barrie’s original bequest of royalties from his
story to the Hospital.
Thank you to all in MADS for your hard work in giving us
yet again a wonderful evening of entertainment. I for
one look forward to the younger MADS’s production
promised for June.
MADS always welcome new members – contact Danielle
Bowers at Much Marcle Shop.

It was gratifying that some proceeds will be going to
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children, in the

R Barker

Louisa Walker as Curly, Jennie Simpson as Tinker Bell
and Liam and Joel Waters as two of the Lost Boys

Alice Hassan as the Mermaid

The following Farmers and Landowners from the Much Marcle environs
have sponsored this page of The Mercury:
C D & M G Blandford & Sons, J W & L M Clark, R A & S D Cotton,
Homme House Estate, New House Farm, David R Powell, J F J R Powell & Sons,
J D &c R J Nicholas, R J & F J Wilcox
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SERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTON
Date

Service

Sunday 3rd March
9.30am
Sunday 10th March
9.30am
Sunday 17th March
9.30am
Sunday 24th March
9.30am
Friday 29th March
2.00 pm
Sunday 31st March
9.30am
Sunday 31st March
11.00 am

Rotas

Readings

3rd Sunday of Lent

Reader: P Partridge
No flowers during Lent
Coffee: C & J Oulton

1 Corinthians 10 v 1-13
Luke 13 v 1-9

Mothering Sunday

Readers: B Jeffries
No flowers during Lent
Coffee: W Diment & SJ Berry

Colossians 3 v 12 - 17
Luke 2 v 33-35

Reader: J Chapman
No flowers during Lent
Coffee: J & J Chapman

Philippians 3 v 4b - 14
John 12 v 1-8

Reader: K Cotton
Flowers: A Jordan
Coffee: G & P Sanders

Philippians 2 v 5-11
Luke 19 v 28-40

Holy Communion
Yatton Elizabeth Reed
Family Service
Much Marcle Elizabeth Reed

5th Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion
Much Marcle Elizabeth Reed

Palm Sunday

Holy Communion
Much Marcle Howard Mayell

Good Friday

No Coffee

Much Marcle

Easter Day

Holy Communion
Much Marcle Elizabeth Reed

Easter Day
Holy Communion Yatton
Elizabeth Reed

Bible Study Group

Includes lent Sunday

Wellington Heath
9.30am Tuesdays
5th, 12th, 19th,26th March 2013
9th,23rd April
Details from Rev Howard Mayell
Tel: 07906841893

Reader: P Sanders
Flowers: A Jordan
Coffee: A Putley & H Whitmore
Reader: F Robbins
Coffee: C & J Oulton

Prayer Group

Christ Church
Wellington Heath
9.30am
Every Wednesday

Acts 10 v 34- 43
Luke 24 v 1-12

Other events for your diary

1st

March Women’s World Day of Prayer 2.00pm Service
in St Michael’s Ledbury
March Diocesan Synod
March LMDG Meeting
March MOTHERING SUNDAY
March Putley Worship Committee
April Much Marcle PCC

2nd
8th
10th
14th
10th

Alpha Course Timetable
6th March
13th March
20th March
27th March

Why and how should we tell others?
Does God heal today?
What about the Church?
How can I make the most of the rest of my
life?

All are timed to start at 7.30pm except Sunday 24 th (see
above] )
To book a place or find out more contact Andrew
Bentley-Taylor 01531660261

Events at Hereford Cathedral
Sunday 10 March The Evening Hour A service of prayer for healing and wholeness, with words and music from Iona and Taizé and time for
quiet reflection; all are welcome. The service is held on the second Sunday of each month. 5.30 pm
Tuesday 12 March Same Sex marriage: a seminar led by Very Revd Dr Jeffrey John, Dean of St Alban’s. College Hall. Booking required
(01432 374225). Free entry, though donations invited. 7 pm
Saturday 16 March Hereford Choral Society’s performance of Mozart’s Solemn Vespers and Mass in C minor Ticket information 0845
46 33 124 tickets@herefordchoralsociety.org 7.30 pm
Tuesday 19 March Choral Scholar Eucharist sung by the music scholars of Hereford Cathedral. Followed by a Lent lunch for those interested
in financially supporting the choral and organ scholarships. To reserve a space please contact the Trust office (01432 374261). 12 noon
Saturday 23 March – Sunday 21 April Risen! Art of the Crucifixion and Eastertide An exhibition of works from the Methodist Church
Collection of Modern Christian Art complemented by the work of Contemporary Artists. In partnership with Monnow Valley Arts and a number of
venues including the cathedral. www.monnowvalleyarts.org
Sun24 March Palm Sunday service Gathering in forecourt of the Bishop’s Palace, along with the congregation from St Francis Xavier. 10 am
Tuesday 26 March Bach’s St Matthew Passion Sung by the cathedral choir, with Marches Baroque and international soloists. Tickets available from the Perpetual Trust Office (01432 374261) and cathedral shop. Supported by the Alan Cadbury Charitable Trust. 7 pm
Maundy Thurs 28th Chrism Eucharist 10.30am.Eucharist of the Last Supper, with washing of feet and Watch at the Altar of Repose. 7.30pm
Friday 29 March Good Friday Service for children & families. 10 am Preaching of the Passion. 12 noon – 1.30 pm Liturgy of the Passion.
1.30–3 pm Sat 30 March Easter Eve Evensong and blessing of the Easter garden. 5.30 pm Paschal Vigil and first Eucharist of Easter. 8 pm
Sun 31 March Easter Day Cathedral Eucharist 10 am Matins 11.30 am Evensong and procession including the blessing of the lilies 3.30 pm
APRIL Monday 1 April Easter Monday lunchtime organ concert A special lunchtime organ concert by Peter Dyke, including large screen
projection. Free admission, retiring collection. 1.15 pm
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Letter from Reverend Howard Mayell
Dear Friends
For those who are interested the week that I am
writing this has seen the 150th Anniversary of the
Church Times newspaper; Giles Fraser one of its
columnists, an outspoken cleric, has taken this opportunity
coupled with the installation of Justin Welby as Archbishop of
Canterbury, as a good time to resign. He states that in part his
decision has to do with the arrival of a new Archbishop whose
moral opposition to homosexuality is a problem for him.
He has of course every right to resign, he has been a columnist
for nine years so why not take a break, stand down and let
someone else take on the task. I am somewhat saddened however that he cites his disagreements with some of Archbishop
Justin’s ideas as a principle reason for taking the decision to
resign.
To me that smacks of ‘running scared’, of feeling unable to
stand up and state a case [whether it is one I believe in or not]
just because there is a new face to the Church of England who
does not agree with the person’s own views on things.
From even before the church was up and running as an institution being scared has been a trait at certain times in its history.
Consider for a moment the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemene; when the Temple Guards came to arrest Jesus they ran
away [albeit after Peter’s brief show of bravado when he cut off
the ear of the High Priests servant].
In the same situation, no matter what you and I might tell
ourselves, I suspect that we would have done exactly the same.
The idea of self preservation is very strong, though this is not
always the case. US Army chaplain Father Emil Kapaun is a fine
example of this: On 2 November 1950, he made the decision
that led to his death. The Korean war chaplain was in the
middle of a firefight, with the American forces overrun by
Chinese soldiers outside a crossroads town called Unsan in
North Korea.

with small arms, grenades and even bayonets. Meanwhile,
Chaplain Emil Kapaun, a Catholic priest from a farming village in
Kansas, gathered the wounded in a dugout shelter made of logs
and straw. Though he never fired a shot, Father Kapaun saw as
much dreadful action as any man in his unit
When American officers ordered the able-bodied to retreat,
Father Kapaun, a 35-year-old captain, refused to leave the
wounded. As the Chinese soldiers began lobbing grenades into
the dugout, Kapaun negotiated a surrender. "Father Kapaun had
several chances to get out," Warrant Officer John Funston later
told a Catholic priest who collected accounts of Father Kapaun's
actions in Korea, "but he wouldn't take them."
His capture and forced march northward with hundreds of other
American prisoners was merely the beginning of Father
Kapaun's trial. During his incarceration he stole, suffered and
sacrificed his life for his fellow soldiers in a Korean prison camp;
his ordeal ended in his death from starvation, cold and lack of
basic medical care six months after his capture.
The decisions we make are full of consequences some good and
others bad, the important decisions are those that have life
changing effects upon our lives, and there is no more important
decision that can be made than whether to follow Christ or to
go your own way. It is not about our own ideas and ways of
doing things but His and whether you and I are willing to stand
up and proclaim the truth of his love in our lives in word and in
action.
To be sure, you will not agree with everyone and as you stand
up to say all you believe that may not be the way of popularity;
certainly Archbishop Justin will have many who will openly
disagree with his decisions and ideas; like him do not be afraid
though to stand for what you believe to be right; you have a
Saviour who knows what it is to suffer persecution and death;
allow him this Easter to so fill you with his presence that you
may be able to stand in all situations and show his love.
Yours in Christ Jesus

Lighting forest fires to frustrate US reconnaissance planes, the
Chinese surrounded the Americans and pressed in, attacking

Howard

EASTER SERVICES
24TH March
Palm Sunday

28th March

29th March
Good Friday

Maundy Thursday

31st March
Easter Sunday

9.30am Communion
Much Marcle

10.30am Chrism Eucharist
at the Cathedral

10.30am Procession of
Witness Ledbury

9.30am Communion
Much Marcle

9.30am Communion
Wellington Heath

3.00am Holy Comunion
Putley

2.00pm Devotion
Much Marcle

9.30am Communion Putley

11.00am Communion
Aylton

7.30pm Devotion at
Wellington Heath

2.00pm Devotion Putley

11.00am Communion
Pixley
3.30pm Evensong Putley

3.15pm Devotion Aylton
3.15pm Devotion
Wellington Heath

9.30am Communion
Wellington Heath
11.00am Communion
Yatton
11.00am Communion
Aylton
11.00am Communion
Pixley
3.30pm Communion Putley
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Neighbourhood Watch Update
Vehicle Security Reminder

Catalytic Converter Theft Warning To Motorists

A force wide campaign has been launched to
remind people how to protect themselves
against becoming a victim of vehicle crime.

Thieves are targeting catalysts – located in the exhaust
system under the vehicle – because of the high value of
the precious metals they contain.
Vehicles with high ground clearance are particularly
attractive to thieves because it’s easier to get underneath and steal the converter quickly.
Most petrol vehicles made since 1992 and diesel vehicles
made since 2001 have catalytic converters fitted.

Crime prevention advice to motorists:
 We cannot stress enough how important it is to
remove property from your vehicle, even if it will only
be unattended for a few minutes. By leaving nothing
on show you are much less likely to become a victim of
crime. The more difficult you make it for thieves, the
less likely they are to bother.

To reduce the risk of theft from your vehicle:
 Garage it whenever possible.
 Park in well-lit, busy areas or fit security lighting
nearby.
 Look out for people working under cars.
 If your converter is ‘bolt-on’ you can have the bolts
welded shut.
 Consider purchasing a security marking or fixing
device.
 If you know who is stealing catalytic converters or spot
any suspicious activity around vehicles please call West
Mercia Police on 101.

 Motorists are reminded to lock their vehicles and
ensure windows are closed when leaving the car
unattended, even if it is only for a few minutes. If you
have an alarm or immobiliser then remember to use it
and when leaving your car overnight, always try to
leave it in a well lit area or a secure car park if you
can.
 Police advice on satellite navigation systems is to
remove the system and the cradle along with it. Wipe
away any sucker marks from inside the windscreen.
Don’t leave the system in the glove compartment, as
thieves will check there if they do break into the
vehicle.
For more crime prevention advice relation to vehicle
crime, please log on to the Advice Centre on the West
Mercia Police website at www.westmercia.police.uk.

A force spokesperson said: “There are numerous catalytic
converter security marking and fixing devices on the
market today. A quick conversation with your local garage
and they should be able to source something and fit it for
you”.
For more vehicle security advice please visit the force
website www.westmercia.police.uk

EMERGENCY 999 NORMAL REPORTS 101 CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111
EMAIL: rossonwyerural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
rossonwyetown.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Your members of the local policing team are now:
Sgt 3717 Polly Price
PC 3202 Richard Barradale-Smith
CSO 7131 Lisa Austin CSO 6324 Carol Marsh SO 6106 Alison Dore

Jubilee Club News
As the February meeting has had to be postponed so
many times in the past due to bad weather we decided
this year to lay on our own entertainment rather than
book a speaker. Joy Brooks guided us through the
process of forming an ad hoc orchestra using chime bars
and wooden spoons, and we actually provided a
surprisingly good rhythm section to back her sparkling

performance on the keyboard. Tea time came at last, it
was thirsty work.
On March 12th we are to visit the Mayor's Parlour in
Hereford.
If anyone would like to join us please phone me on 01531
660691.
Jean Nowell

H E L L E N S “The Jewel in the Crown of Herefordshire Homes”

Country Living

Open for guided tours from Easter Sunday to end of September - Weds, Thurs, Sun & Bank Holidays
at 2, 3 & 4pm, otherwise by appointment

The newly restored Great and Haywain Barns (Grade II Starred) are also available
for hiring for business, leisure and social functions
Curator: Mr Nicholas Stephens

Telephone 01531 660504

The Pennington-Mellor-Munthe Charity Trust (Reg. No. 283266)
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www.hellensmanor.com

Professional Services

Walkies with your best friend!
Sunday 17th March
Wags and Wellies is a 5km sponsored dog walk in aid
of St Michael’s Hospice. Starting and finishing at
Wyevale Garden Centre, Hereford, you are invited to
walk around the parish of Breinton; a midpoint refreshment stop is offered at Breinton Village Hall. When you
have completed the walk you will receive a doggy treat
and a St Michael’s Hospice dog tag.
Plenty of entertainment is planned at Wyevale making
this a fun day for all the family (with two legs or four!).
Entry prices do apply, please check the website for full
details: www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk. Wags and
Wellies takes place on Sunday 17th March with
registration from 10am, the walk starts at 11am. For
further information contact the Events Team on 01432
851000.

LOVE TO SING?
JOIN GOT2 SING
Lift those winter blues. A fun,
warm welcome awaits you.
Your first session is FREE.

Over 18 and love to sing? Join
us. No need to read music.
No auditions. Have fun singing in a relaxed environment.
Fantastic performance oppor-
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Decorating

Gardening

Home
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Electrical, Carpentry and Boiler Repairs
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Hereford Police Station
Crime Prevention Manager
PC Charles NAYLOR
0300 333 3000
ROSS-ON-WYE POLICE
0300 333 3000
PC R Barradale-Smith
Mobile: 07811 131525

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
John Finnigan
Police Liaison Co-ordinator
01531 660419

LEDBURY POLICE
0300 333 3000
PC Ashlyn Dunlop Ledbury Town
Mobile: 07814 554496
Community Support Officers
Heather Mika (Town)
David Alexander (Rural)
Mobile for both: 07970 602338

Community Support Officers
Lisa Austin/Alison Dore
Mobile: 07970 602441

LOCAL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Electricity
(Emergency)
Gas (Emergency)
Water (Emergency)

08457 331 331
0800 111 999
0800 052 0130

AA Breakdown
RAC Breakdown

0800 88 77 66
0800 82 82 82

Citizens Advice
 Malvern




Hereford

0870 126 4091
01684 563611

Ledbury Doctors
St Katherines,
01531
Market Surgery,
01531
Fownhope Surgery 01432
Herefordshire Council
Main Switchboard
01432
Herefordshire Info
01432
Ledbury Library
01531

01432 266456

Ross-on-Wye 01989 566346
Hospitals
 Ledbury
01531 632488



Hereford

01432 355444

633271
632423
860235
260000
260500
632133

LOCAL ORGANISATION CONTACT DETAILS
Pastoral Care
Team Ministry Office:
Rev Howard Mayell:

Church Wardens:
Marcle Richard Brooks:
Yatton John Reed
Treasurer of the PCC

01531 631531
07906 841893
01531 660241
01989 780439

Andrew Bentley-Taylor

01531 660261

Mrs Sara-Jane Berry:

01531 660563

Acting Minuting Secretary of the PCC
The Friends of St Bartholomew’s

Chairman Rosalind Barker 01989 740614
Secretary John Chapman 01531 660664

Much Marcle Parish Councillors

Graham Baker:
01531 660323
John Blandford:
01531 660254
Roger Cotton:
01531 660636
Alison Taylor:
01531 670342
Brian Morgan:
01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com
David Powell:
01531 660220
Frank Powell:
01531 660236
email: FJP12957@btinternet.com
Elliot Thomas:
email: dianne.cox@westons-cider.co.uk
Tim Weston:
01531 660633
email: tim.weston@westons-cider.co.uk

Clerk to Much Marcle Parish Council
Diane Baldwin:

01531 650885

Yatton Parish Councillors
Mr J Clark:
Mr A Cotton:
Mr J Nicholas:

01531 660275
01989 740645
01531 660294

The Mercury Team

Editor & Production

Clerk to Yatton Parish Council

Jacqueline Riley 01531670321
email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com

Liz Parry-Jones:
email: lizparryjones@hotmail.co.uk

Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Bookings and Treasurer:
Jenny Preece:
Chair: Joy Brooks
Vice-Chair:
Darren Farnell

Jubilee Club

Treasurer & Distribution

01531 660408
01531 660308

Margaret Adams 01531 660616
email: adams.david587@gmail.com

01531 660450

Advertising & Sponsorship

Chair:Joyce Phillips
Secretary:Jean Nowell

01531 636822
01531 660691

Lynne & Danielle Bowers:

01531 660201

Adam Cale:

01531 660736

Jenny Preece:

01531 660408

Andy Smith

01531 660253

Chris Brandon-White

01531 640228

Valerie Richards

01531 660447

Brian Morgan 01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com

Much Marcle Amateur Dramatic Society

Photographs
David Mocatta 01531 660439
email: dandcmocatta@tiscali.co.uk

Bellringing – Tower Captain

Much Marcle Badminton Club
Folk Club

Much Marcle Gardeners Club
WI Secretary:

LEDBURY RAILWAY STATION

Mercury is put together the 3rd week of
the month.
Copy, etc, can be left at
Much Marcle Shop or emailed to the editor.

National Rail Enquiries: 08457 484950
(24 hr) or www.nationalrail.co.uk
Live departure board:
Train tracker 0871 200 4950

For detailed information go to the website:
http://www.ledbury.plus.com

Engineering work may affect times. Check before you travel .

Every care is taken in preparing this newsletter for publication, and strenuous efforts are made to check the accuracy of information
contained in it. However, no responsibility can be accepted for inaccuracies that may occur.
Printed by Express Printing c/o Lonsdale Print Solutions Ltd, Denington Estate, Wellingborough NN8 2RA
Tel: 01933 228855 Fax: 01933 440132 email: enquiries@expressprinting.co.uk

GRAHAM BAKER MOTORS
24 hour RECOVERY SERVICE

AA & RAC APPROVED

THE FORGE, RUSHALL, MUCH MARCLE
near LEDBURY
Tel: 01531 660259 Fax: 01531 660695

 Full workshop service with crypton tuner

 Unipart Car Care Centre

 Insurance co approved

 Free fit tyres and exhausts

 Full body repair with low bake and body

 Backed by Nationwide

 Courtesy car supplied

 Air conditioning

jig facility

Guarantee
Personal Service – Open 7 days a week
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