
  

 

 

Established by 1897 

The Community Newsletter for Much Marcle, Yatton, Rushall & Kynaston 50p 

May 2013 

Sponsored by:  The Royal Oak Steakhouse & Pub, Much Marcle 

Reports, articles and notices for the next issue to the Editor, please, by 15th May 
Email:   jriley.mercury@gmail.com - or copy can be left at Much Marcle Shop 

Parish Council news .... see above and page 3 for 

details of the last meeting. 
 

Another towering achievement .... Danielle Bowers 

tells us all we ever wanted to know about bell ringing 
on page 7. 
 

School news .... read all about the  interesting events 

that have been happening at Much Marcle school on 
page 4. 
 

Don’t know what to do this month? .... read inside 

about the teas, quizzes, open days, music events, 
church services and lots more that you can attend.  
 

Has spring finally arrived? .... let’s hope so as   
Duseline Stewart gives us her gardening tips on page 
10. 
 

Spring food..more delicious recipes from Alison Taylor 
on page 11. 

In this month’s Mercury..In this month’s Mercury..In this month’s Mercury..   

****  Do you want to help shape the future of Much Marcle?  ********  Do you want to help shape the future of Much Marcle?  ********  Do you want to help shape the future of Much Marcle?  ****   

Local residents and businesses are invited to have their say in Much Marcle’s Neighbourhood Plan. 

Much Marcle Parish Council would like to hear from as many of the community as possible to obtain 
a broad cross section of views about what residents think about Much Marcle and how they would 

like to see it develop over the next twenty years or so. 

Much Marcle Parish Council has designated the village as a Neighbourhood Area under the Localism 
Act.  The Localism Bill was published in December 2010; it set out a series of proposals with the 

potential to achieve a substantial and lasting shift in power away from central government and  
towards local people. They include: new freedoms and flexibilities for local government; new rights 
and powers for communities and individuals; reform to make the planning system more democratic 

and more effective, and reform to ensure that decisions about developments are taken locally. 
Flowing from this, communities have been encouraged to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for their 

area. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is principally concerned with the planning policies for the use and develop-
ment of land. This can include by way of examples, the planning of new homes, leisure facilities 

and opportunities to increase employment. Much Marcle Parish Council welcomes the opportunity 
to work closely with local people to identify ways to achieve their ambitions.  A Neighbourhood Plan 

is about bringing people together to influence the future of the place they live and work in.  

The process of creating the Neighbourhood Plan will enable the Parish Council and local residents 
to examine the capacity for growth in Much Marcle and to consider opportunities for new develop-

ments, but is subject to Herefordshire Council’s overall core strategy planning policies.  People who 
live, work or do business in the area, play sport, or have an opinion about future requirements 

such as  education, leisure, open spaces, health, built environment, heritage and economic        
development, are encouraged to come forward. 

Anyone who would like to know more about the Neighbourhood Plan, would like to   

become directly involved, or simply offer an opinion to be taken into account, can    
contact Much Marcle   Parish Council on 01531 650885, talk to a Parish Councillor, 
email:  mmpc@live.co.uk or attend the open meeting which will be held, on a date to  

be confirmed at the Annual Council Meeting on the 8th May 2013. 

mailto:mmpc@live.co.uk
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Letter from Howard Mayell   Page 9 

Church News and Activities   Page 8 
Recipes Page 11 

Weather  Page 11 

Jubilee Club News   Page 10 
Gardening tips  Page 10 

Classified Ads  13,14,15 

Parish Council news         Front & p.3 
Useful information   Back Page 

Weekly 
 

Tuesday 8pm Badminton Jenny Preece 01531 660408 
Weds 6 - 7pm Brownies    N. Johnson   01531 660757 
Weds (except the 4th Wed in each month) Short Mat Bowls  
from 7.30 - 9pm.  Contact Joy Brooks 01531 660308 
Thursday 10-11am Coolmoves  Pilates Exercise Class (just 
turn up) 

Thursdays 2-4 pm Art and Craft Club  until April 
Thursday 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Rachel Pritchard 07967 213431 
Thursday  7 –8.30 Bell ringing at St Bartholomew’s 

Friday 9-11.30 am Happy Apples  Toddler Group Julie 

Simpson 01989 740369 
Mon evenings 7.30—8.15 Zumba (Open to all, just turn up).  
 

Monthly 

Gardeners’ Club on third Tuesday of month at 7.30pm 
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228 
WI meet on the fourth Wednesday of month at 7.30pm  

Valerie Richards 01531 660447 
Jubilee Club on second Tuesday of month  at 2.30pm  
Jean Nowell 01531 660691 

Line Dancing first Wednesday of the month. 7.30—9.30 

Regular events at Much Marcle Memorial HallRegular events at Much Marcle Memorial HallRegular events at Much Marcle Memorial Hall   

Mercury regular featuresMercury regular featuresMercury regular features   

Wed 1st    Line Dancing 7.30 –9.30 Memorial Hall (See  

details below) 
Thurs 2nd Folk Club this month at The Wellington Boot near 
Colwall from 8pm. 

Sat 4th  ‘Silva’ night at the Royal Oak (See advert page 7) 
3rd—5th    Hellens Music Weekend (See advert Page 6) 
Wed 8th Annual Parish Council Meeting 7pm 

Sun 12th Rogation Service (See page 8) 
Mon 13th   Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting 8pm . All 
welcome. 

Tues 14th Jubilee Club at 2.30pm (See page 10) 

Tues 14th AGM Friends of St Bartholomew 7.30pm 
Sat 18th Quiz night at MMMHall. (See advert below) 
Tues 21st   Gardeners’ Club Visit to Gregg’s Pitt 

Wed 22nd WI evening. see page 10 
Wed 22nd  Women’s Institute  7.30 Memorial Hall 
24th & 25th  Hellens Open Garden (see opposite) 

Sun  26th Strawberry Tea (See advert below) MMM Hall 
For Church Services see page 10 and 11 
Hereford  Cathedral events—see church pages 

What’s on this month at a glanceWhat’s on this month at a glanceWhat’s on this month at a glance   

Strawberry Tea 
Sunday 26th May    3-5pm 

Much Marcle Memorial Hall 
In aid of St. Michael’s Hospice 

Adults £5    Primary School Children £3 
Tea includes a delicious range of home made sandwiches, 

cakes, scones and bowl of fresh local strawberries and cream! 
 

Tickets will be available on the door but please help us 

with catering by ordering in advance from  

Wendy Diment (633779) or Sara-Jane Berry (660563) 

Quiz Night 

at the Memorial Hall 
Saturday 18th May start at 7.30pm.  

Teams of 4  - £10 per team. 

 

Bring you own drinks & nibbles. Glasses provided. 

 

To book a table please contact Andy Smith on 
01531 660253 or with Bill at Marcle Shop  

(or turn up on night) 

All profits to the local Alzheimer's Society. 

The Memorial Hall AGMThe Memorial Hall AGMThe Memorial Hall AGM   

Much Marcle Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting 

is on Monday 13th May, starting at 8pm. All are welcome. 
Please come along to hear what's going on with the Hall, 
and to have your say. 

The Friends of St Bartholomew’s ChurchThe Friends of St Bartholomew’s ChurchThe Friends of St Bartholomew’s Church   

The Friends of St Bartholomew’s Church 

Annual General Meeting to be held on 

Tuesday 14 May 2013 at 7.30pm in 

The Bob Dallow Room of the Memorial Hall 
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MUCH MARCLE MEMORIAL HALL 
Bob Dallow Room and Main Hall  

 

Available to hire for weddings, parties, meetings & club activities 
 

Concessions negotiable for regular users 
For detailed information contact Jenny Preece on 01531 660408 

is generously 

sponsored by  
Much Marcle Parish 

Council 

Mercury  

HELLENS IN MAY 
 
 

MUSIC WEEKEND   Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th May   
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Christian Blackshaw, the celebrated international pianist and 

Artistic Director of Hellens Music weekend will be performing a 
programme of Mozart, Schubert, Schumann, Britten & Brahms 
on our fine Steinway Concert Grand with friends in the Great 

Barn. 
 

The HELLENSMUSIC weekend experience: Pre-concert Supper 
and glass of wine in the Stone Hall on Friday and Saturday  

evenings at 7pm.  Tea, coffee and biscuits served throughout 
Sunday morning Masterclass session.  Farmer’s plate luncheon 
in Haywain Barn on Sunday at 1pm, or simply bring a picnic to 

enjoy in our romantic gardens with beautiful views across to the 
Malvern Hills. 
 

For more information please contact Hellends Manor on 

01531660504 or email info@hellensmanor.com 
 www.hellensmanor.com 

 

******** 
 
 

 

OPEN  GARDEN—National Garden Scheme  
Friday 24th and Saturday 25th May 10am-5pm 

 

Gardens open supporting the National Garden Scheme. In the 

grounds of Hellens the gardens are being gently redeveloped to 
reflect the C17 ambience of the house. Including a rare       
octagonal dovecote, knot gardens and yew labyrinth, lawns, 

herb and kitchen gardens, short woodlands and pond walk. 
Longer walk to Hall Wood, site of SSSI. 
 

Admission £2.50, children free 
 

******* 

WYE VALLEY MUSIC Saturday 1st June  

 presents a concert in their Music In June series 
in the Great Barn  

Krysia Osostowicz (violin), Daniel Tong (piano) 

An all-Beethoven programme: Sonata in A minor Op 23, Sonata 
in F Op 24 "Spring", Sonata in C minor Op 30 no 2 

 

Picnics in the grounds from mid-day: the famous Hellens 

ploughmans lunch available for £5 (no meat) or a farmer's 
lunch (with meat etc) for £7 (pre-booking essential). 

 

Private house tour for concert patrons at 1.00pm (70 minutes): 

£6 (pre-booking essential).  Refreshments (tea/coffee/soft 
drinks/cake) in the Haywain Barn from 1.00pm. 

 

Concert in the Great Barn at 3.00pm: £15 (public), £12 (Wye 
Valley Music members) and £2 (students): pre-booking advised 

as strong demand is likely. 
Interval bar in the Haywain Barn. 

 

Advance booking from 22nd April at http://
www.wvm.org.uk/ or by post to Wye Valley Music, c/o 

The Village Shop, Brockweir, Chepstow NP16 7NW. 
Telephone message line: 01291 330020. 

SHORT MAT BOWLS 

Unfortunately the Short Mat Bowls sessions 
have been cancelled due to lack of members. 
Hopefully they could restart in the autumn if a 

sufficient number of people are interested. We 
would hope to hold them during the day instead of the       

evenings.  A notice will be put in the Mercury later on and we 

hope that more people will come and support this enjoyable 
activity . 

News from the Parish CouncilNews from the Parish CouncilNews from the Parish Council   
At the meeting of Much Marcle Parish Council, held on Wednes-

day 3rd April, the following points were discussed. 
Neighbourhood Plan  It was agreed that a Neighbourhood 
Plan would be set up. An open meeting will be arranged to 

share information and expertise. See details on front page. 
Barton Playing Fields  Adrian Hope will carry out a safety 
inspection of the field. 

Potholes  Councillor Durkin, Ward Member, continues to fight 
our case. 
Heartstart  Would you know how to deal with someone having 

a heart attack? If not and you would like to know, look out for 

the poster at Much Marcle shop giving details of the latest 
Heartstart course. 
Planning  Two planning applications were received: 

1. Land adjacent to Monkswalk Cottage.  A one storey dwelling, 
garage and associated works 
2. Change of use of cider making barn to a two storey house at 

Lyne Down  
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish and Council Meeting  

Wednesday 8th May at 7pm 

 

Join us for the Rogation Sunday Service 
on 12th May 9.30 am  

at Huntley’s Farm 
 

Help us to celebrate, bless and give thanks for farming, 

growing and the stewardship of  our environment.   
See page 8 for further details. 

http://www.hellensmanor.com/events.html
http://www.wvm.org.uk/
http://www.wvm.org.uk/
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The following Farmers and Landowners from the Much Marcle environs 
have sponsored this page of The Mercury: 

 

C D & M G Blandford & Sons, J W & L M Clark, R A & S D Cotton, 

Homme House Estate, New House Farm, David R Powell, J F J R Powell & Sons, 

J D &c R J Nicholas, R J & F J Wilcox 

Ashperton Trudge 
 

We would like to congratulate our team of 8 cross country   
runners (pictured above) who took part in the Ashperton Trudge 

against 6 other schools. Their hard work paid off and we came a 
very well deserved 4th overall. An individual gold medal was won 
by Sarah Admans in the Year 6 girl’s race.   

 
Hereford Music Festival 

 

Our choir performed two songs at the Hereford Music Festival 

this year. We scored very highly with the judges coming second 
by two points to Cradley Primary School. The organisers of the 
Festival were so impressed that they invited us to sing on    

Saturday evening. Unfortunately we were unable to attend as 
our children were competing in a swimming tournament in 
Hereford. However, we appreciated the recognition of the    
children’s singing and Ms Guest’s hard work as only the best of 

all the participants are invited to sing in the final event. 

Tag Rugby Tournament 
 

Our team of 10 children played extremely well in horrible 
weather conditions to finish third in our pool. We played 
matches against Colwall, Bridstow, Gorsley Goffs and Bosbury. 

We won 2 matches, drew one and lost one. Despite the weather 
children had an enjoyable morning. 
 

Swimming Gala 
 

Our squad of 12 children travelled to Hereford to take part in a 

gala against schools from all over the county, most of which 
were larger than our own.  The children were a true credit to 
the school and came away with 1 gold medal 2 silver medals 
and 3 bronze medals in the individual events. Molly Schofield 

also set a new record for Year 4 25m freestyle. This combined 
team effort enabled us to come a very well deserved FIRST 
place out of 13 schools in the small schools competition. We 

wish to send a huge congratulation to all of the pupils who took 
part and thank you to their parents for their support. 

News from Much Marcle SchoolNews from Much Marcle SchoolNews from Much Marcle School   

Comic Relief Monster Parade 
 

We marked Red Nose Day this year with a fabulous whole school monster parade around 
Much Marcle that extended as far as Westons. Everyone we passed was very generous,   
adding to our collection buckets. A special thank you goes to the village shop for raising £60 

for us. The total donations amounted to just over £221 for this excellent cause. 

Much Marcle School’s winning swimming team 
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Betty or Bett as she was better known was born on 16th May 

1932 at her grandparent’s home , The Cliffe Arms, Mathon, the 
only child of Harry and Dorothy Mitchell.  She then lived at 
Woodview, Coddington until 1940 when her parents moved to 

The Lord Wellington Inn at Upton Bishop (known to us now as 
The Moody Cow). It was here that she met many of her lifelong 
friends and her husband John. 

Betty went to Ross Grammar School. She had a fantastic head 
for figures and upon leaving school she worked for 10 years for 
H. Samuel in Gloucester as their book keeper as well as working 

evenings and weekends at The Lord Wellington. Her rôle at the 
pub not only involved general bar work, and the day to day 
running of the pub, but she was also the resident ‘pianist’; many 

an evening singsong was had around the piano.  She had piano 
lessons as a child and although she could, she did not read  
music when playing; she could play virtually anything just from 
ear.  Even after she left the pub and moved to Rushall she was 

asked to play at Much Marcle Jubilee Club parties and many 
other parties after the band had finished.  If there was a piano 
to hand, she would continue playing at any party into the small 

hours. 

Betty knew John as a customer of the Lord Wellington from the 
early 1950s but it wasn’t until 1957 that he actually asked her 

out.  She accepted, but it wasn’t necessarily love at first sight. 
Betty’s previous boyfriends had all had motorbikes and John had 
a car!  She had endured too many outings on the back of a bike 

in the wet and windy weather, so a man with a car was a major 
attraction. 

Betty and John had a love of dancing and went to many dances 
around the county, but not until after her work was done at the 

pub. John and Betty married in 1958 and lived at the Lord   
Wellington. Betty continued to work for H. Samuel until she left 
to have Stephen in 1959. Having lost both her parents she went 

on to run the pub in her own name, but John’s love was farming 
and after inheriting his grandparent’s farm, they moved to 
Stoney House Farm in 1961.  Betty helped a lot with the day to 

day running of the farm and was their ready-made accounts 
person but could never let go of her pub roots, always offering 
help behind any busy bar! 

Joanne came along as a shock 13 years after Stephen.  When 

she had grown up and John had semi-retired Betty decided she 

would find herself a job. At the age of 59 she started work at 

Arthur Price Bookmakers in Ledbury. She disliked gambling and 
had no interest in racing so it was a strange choice of  em-
ployer. However, it got her back to bookkeeping of a different 

kind and   made use of that head for figures! She retired at 65 
but was asked back and continued to work for them for a fur-
ther two years. 

John has had shire horses for many years but this is mainly due 
to Betty not letting him buy a china horse for their sideboard as 
she hated ornaments and feared she would break it. Instead, 

John went out and bought the real thing so Betty always     
regretted not making room for that ornament! Several of the 
cards of condolence the family received recall Betty cleaning the 

horse brasses, something she hated but would not anyone else 
do. She had no real interest in the shires and had little idea of 
how the harness went together, but no one could beat the shine 
of the brasses. She never let on to fellow competitors what she 

cleaned the brass with and would only ever be seen using 
Brasso, which left many people wondering why their brass had 
a different shine. 

Betty has supported the church all of her time in the village and 
was a regular member of the congregation for many years. She 
was asked by Reverend Holly to help with the church flower 

rota to which she agreed, but having no flair for floral art it 
wasn’t her best idea! Her daughter Jo was slightly more artistic 
so Betty had to take her along to arrange the flowers.  Like 

many other times, it would never have been in her nature to 
say ‘no’ where help was needed. She also distributed the     
Mercury magazine for many years. 

Sadly, as a gradual decline in her health began, she went out 
less and less and many of the things she loved to do she felt 
unable to continue with without an awful lot of persuasion. This 

was such a shame for someone who had once had such a love 
of life. However, two years ago she regained her spark with the 
arrival of her first grandchild Jack, a grandchild she never 

thought she would have (pictured above with Betty) and a   
further bonus of a second grandson Sam 12 weeks ago. She 
became a proud Granny and a trip to the supermarket no longer 
seemed as hard for her if she had a grandchild to show off. 

Betty will be sadly missed by all her friends and family.  

Elizabeth Farrington ‘Betty’ 16.05.1932Elizabeth Farrington ‘Betty’ 16.05.1932Elizabeth Farrington ‘Betty’ 16.05.1932———30.03.201330.03.201330.03.2013   
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If you would like to know anything about the village, Steve is 

the person to talk to. Not having met him before I was pleased 
to have this opportunity to talk to him at length- or at least he 
was able to talk to me.  I was very happy just to listen.   

When I asked him if he would he like me to address him as 
Steve or Steven he said "most people call me Steve but also 
"Smudger" as apparently this is one of the names that          

correlates to the surname of Smith. He was born in Parting 
Ground and can trace his family back to 1734 all of whom lived 
in or around the area of Much Marcle.   His grandfather was a 

thatcher, local pig killer, and the person in the area to be on 
hand if there were any problems with the farmers' cows and 
horses.  He was referred to as the cow and horse doctor and 

was frequently consulted.   

  Steve is a man of high moral principles having been brought 
up in an era that he says would not have tolerated some of  
today's behaviour.   He recalls his childhood as a time of free-

dom where he was able to be able to roam anywhere, climb 
trees and experience the joy of the countryside without all the 
health and safety regulations. He also recalls the Much Marcle 

yearly major show that was held behind the garage many years 
ago, with a motor cycle track, horse jumping and large Fun Fair. 
Cricket matches were frequently held and the village had     

football, tug of war teams and amateur athletics.  "What a pity 
this has all gone," Steve said , 

When his father became ill with throat cancer they had to leave 

their house and were able to move to a smaller bungalow in 
Glebe Orchard.  All Steve's occupations have been involved with 
working on the land. He always wanted to work in forestry and 

this he was able to do for 16 years.  He and Geoff Manns were 
the last two workers who managed the old Herefordshire     
Forests before the land was eventually left to naturalise.  He 

gained a great deal of experience driving tractors and as a   
general farm worker at Westons and with the Malvern Hills 
Council.  

Steve also drove tractors for pleasure and his experience with 

the machines enabled him to get a job in a limestone quarry 
moving earth and stones.  He stayed here for 15 years and was 
promoted to be in charge of the management of the quarry.  

Here he enjoyed having his own office and being his own boss.  
He dealt with the National Trust, Kew and all local government 
and environmental organisations, giving advice to clients as to 

the most suitable stone to use for their particular jobs.  He  
organised transport and dealt with any problems or complaints.  
Being in a responsible position and the only person to deal with 

contracts, the hours were long.  He had to leave home at 4 am. 
and sometimes did not return until 8pm.  There was no clock 
watching! 

He also trained young people in the use of earth moving   
equipment.  Using the machines was quite a dangerous job and 
there were a few casualties.  Steve had to cope with all minor 
injuries himself as he was a first aid practitioner, but during his 

time at the quarry the ambulance had to be called out four 
times for more serious  accidents.  Three years ago Steve was 
made redundant.  Whilst he was working he was also looking 

after his mother who was not well.  This was difficult but when 
his job ended, he had more time to care for her.  This he did 
until she needed full time professional care and is now in a 

home in Hereford and very happy, receiving the necessary 
stimulation and professional care . 

Steve is now trying to find work on the land, in gardens or other 

manual work that is available.  Although very keen on the    
outdoor life, Steve is a great reader particularly of history and 
archaeological books.   

He is now enrolled on a computer course but was told that he 
must first do a course in mathematics and has now passed the 
necessary exam.  Neither of us could understand why one has 

to be proficient in maths to be able to use a computer.  If    
anyone knows the answer please let us know. 

People in the communityPeople in the communityPeople in the community———Steve Smith is interviewed by Joy BrooksSteve Smith is interviewed by Joy BrooksSteve Smith is interviewed by Joy Brooks   

 Ledbury Funeral Services  

Local independent service for all your funeral arrangements 
 

Traditional and Contemporary funerals arranged .. 

Day and Night Service.... Chapel of Rest 
 

Contact Hilary Jones to discuss your personal requirements 
 

132 The Homend  Ledbury  HR8 1BZ   01531 633388   E.mail : ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com  

 

NEWS FROM ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S 
 

WINE & CHEESE & PÂTÉ PARTY 

at  HOMME HOUSE 

(by kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. John Finnigan) 

on Wednesday 12th June 2013  

Tickets £10.00 to include Glass of Wine 

Raffle and Tombola 

7.00 - 9.00 pm 
 

Tickets available from Much Marcle Post Office. 
 

Wendy Diment and Liz Preece would be pleased to 

receive gifts for the Tombola 
 

 

(REQUEST FOR JAM JARS - STILL NEEDED FOR PRESERVES 
FOR FUND RAISING EVENTS IN THE SUMMER)  

mailto:ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com
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Tower Talk  by Danielle BowersTower Talk  by Danielle BowersTower Talk  by Danielle Bowers   

FAQs about learning to ring 

Why is bell ringing good for you? 

The ringing of church bells is a good form of mild 
exercise. It also helps with concentration and    

provides excellent mental stimulation. More        
importantly, it gives you the opportunity to support 

your local church. It is very sociable and good for teamwork, 

and altogether, a fun and fascinating activity, which you can 
become very absorbed in. Although, to a casual observer, it may 
look quite straightforward, it is actually quite challenging. Just 

ask our new set of young ringers! Developing the necessary 
skills needed to ring to a good standard can keep you occupied 
for years to come. In fact, many of the better ringers have been 

ringing for decades and still find many achievements in their 
ringing. It is an ideal hobby for people of any age. 

What are all those funny terms you keep using? 

There are a number of terms relating to the art of campanology, 

which you will often come across when ringing bells. Here are 
some of the most common: 

 Sally - The woollen section you hold on the bell rope.  

 Tail - The length of rope below the sally.  

 Stay - A length of wood at the top of the bell, which     
prevents it from rotating more than one revolution in either 
direction.  

 Stand - Bring the bell safely to rest against the stay.  

 Rounds - Where the bells are rung repeatedly in sequence 
from the highest pitched bell to the lowest.  

 Call changes - Where the bells are called by a conductor 
to ring in a different order.  

 Method - A pre-determined pattern the bells should ring 
in. Each bell will ring faster, or slower or at normal speed in 
order to follow the required pattern.  

 Hand Stroke - When the sally is pulled.  

 Back Stroke or Tail Stroke - When the tail is pulled. 

 Treble – Lightest/highest pitched bell. 

 Tenor – Heaviest/lowest pitched bell. 

 

How does ringing a bell work exactly? 

When a bell is in the ringing position, it is 'standing' with the 
mouth of the bell pointing upwards. The 'stay' is holding it in 
place. When the ringer pulls on the rope, the bell will rotate 

under gravity and will continue until the mouth is pointing    
upwards approximately full circle. The 'stay' will prevent the bell 
from going any further, but the ringer should not allow the bell 

to hit the stay, as this could damage or break it. This is       
controlled by the amount the ringer pulls on the rope. You will 
soon discover that not a lot of effort is required. Between the 

start of the pull and the end of the pull, the clapper will strike 
the side of the bell. Once the bell has reached the top of the 

stroke, it may be pulled back in the opposite direction to return 

to its original position. The bell rope is connected to a large 
wheel. Initially the ringer will pull the 'sally', which will go down 
a short distance as the bell starts to rotate, but when the point 

on the wheel that the rope is attached to reaches the bottom, 
the bell rope will start to travel upwards fairly rapidly. The 'tail' 
is used to control the bell on the return stroke. 

Explanation taken from http://www.cmmbells.org.uk/Tutorial.html 

 

What happens when you ring for weddings? 

We ring before and after the wedding, and we are notified when 

to stop or start by a small bell in the corner of the ringing  
chamber, which is rung from downstairs in the church. During 
the service, we sit in the ringing chamber and wait quietly. We 

usually keep occupied by eating lunch or reading etc. If we can, 
we obtain an order of service so that we can follow what’s   
happening in the wedding.  

What is different about ringing for Remembrance     
Sunday? 

For the Remembrance Sunday Service the bells are half muffled. 

This means that a strapping, that looks similar to a leather 
kneepad, is tied around one side of the clapper; so that when it 
hits the sides of the bell, one way sounds normal and the other 

way sounds much quieter. This creates an echo-like effect, 
which is quite haunting when you hear it. We also have a    
different type of rounds especially for Remembrance Sunday. 

This is where we ring each of the bells for one full turn (hand 
stroke and back stroke) and then stand them. The tenor bell 
then rings on its own for one full turn and we all enter again. 

This is quite challenging to ring, fairly labour intensive, as you 
need good control of the bell to stop it after one turn. 

What happens in the tower during the Big Apple    
Weekend? 

During the Big Apple Weekend, we wait in the tower for visitors 
to arrive. Once they have managed to make their way up the 52 
steps to the ringing chamber, we give them a demonstration of 

how the bells are rung, explain about how they work and the 
history of them, and then we give people a chance to have a go 
at ringing a back stroke. If they have a go, they then get a  

special sticker, which shows they have tried ringing a bell. We 
also have a stall at the bottom of the tower selling hand-made 
goods and homemade produce. 

Exactly how much chocolate do the bell ringers consume 
on a normal practice night? 

This is definitely a disputed question. The younger members of 

the team insist that we don’t eat too much; we only have a few 
small different types of chocolates. However, that is not to say 
that the adults don’t notice just how much chocolate is        

consumed by our young recruits. Let’s just say, a tin of Quality 
Street doesn’t last very long in this tower! 

The Royal Oak    

Much Marcle  

Tel: 01531 660300  

 
Join us on Saturday 4th May  

 

For an evening of Music & Delicious Buffet Supper! 
 

It is our pleasure to present:   

Silva 
 

An exciting 5 piece band playing an 

atmospheric mix of pop, rock, blues & soul 

 Live Music & 2 course Buffet supper! 

Only £15per person 

Strictly Bookings only – Limited space! 

Call Tel: 01531 660300 to book your table 
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Garden Tours available from May to end of Sept. on Weds and Sats at 2.30 pm. Booked Tours by appointment: contact 01432 374202 to book. 

Tuesday lunchtime organ concerts  Tuesday 7 May  The first of the summer series of Tuesday lunchtime concerts, opening with a guide to 
the organs of Hereford Cathedral given by Geraint Bowen and Peter Dyke. Projection from the organ loft onto a large screen in the nave. Recitals 
weekly, other than 4 June and 16 July. Come and enjoy lunch at the same time in the cloister café. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm 

Sunday 5 May   Beethoven's Mass in C  The annual orchestral Eucharist, celebrating the cathedral’s Feast of Consecration. Followed by a 
reception in the garden of the Bishop’s Palace, weather permitting. All welcome. 10.30 am 
Wednesday 8 May    Basic Philosophy of Religion  The first of a three week course led by Canon Chris Pullin, Chancellor; the course is a 
simple introduction to some of the main ideas. The Cathedral Barn. Booking essential (01432 374225). £5 (inc. a glass of wine) per session. 7 pm 

Sunday 12 May   The Evening Hour  A service of prayer for healing and wholeness, with words and music from Iona and Taizé and time for 
quiet reflection; all are welcome. The service is held on the second Sunday of each month. 5.30 pm 
Tuesday 14 May  Tuesday lunchtime organ concert by Joseph Wicks, Organ Scholar, Hereford Cathedral. Projection from the organ loft onto 
a large screen in the nave. Recitals weekly, other than Tuesday 16 July. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm 

Friday 17 May  Grand Nave Dinner  An evening of fine dining and celebrations in the nave of the cathedral. Please contact the Trust office 
(01432 374261) for further details.  
Tuesday 21 May  Tuesday lunchtime organ concert  Given by Ben Giddens, Magdalen College, Oxford. Projection from the organ loft onto a 

large screen in the nave. Recitals weekly, other than 4 June and 16 July. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm 
Friday 24 May   Palace Art-fest preview    An opportunity to view the exhibition in the Great Hall and garden of the Bishop’s Palace. Please 
contact the Trust office for details. 5.30-8 pm.  
Saturday 25 May – Sunday 2 June  Palace Art-fest  An exhibition of work by over 40 artists staged in the Bishop’s Palace. Free entry. Daily 

10 am – 5 pm: Sundays 11 am – 4 pm. 
Tuesday 28 May  Tuesday lunchtime organ concert  Given by Fiona Chryssides. Projection from the organ loft onto a large screen in the 
nave. Recitals weekly, other than 4 June and 16 July. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm 

Events at Hereford Cathedral during MayEvents at Hereford Cathedral during MayEvents at Hereford Cathedral during May   

SERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTONSERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTONSERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTON   

Date Service Rotas Readings 

Sunday 5th May 
9.30am 

6th Sunday of Easter 
Holy Communion 

Yatton   Elizabeth Reed 

Reader:    H Bodington 
Flowers :  Margaret Adams 
Coffee:    C & J Oulton 

Acts 16 v 9-15 
John 14 v 23-29 

Sunday 12th May 
9.30am 

Rogation Sunday 
Family Service at Huntley’s Farm MM 

Readers:   Catherine Edwards 
Flowers :  Margaret Adams 

Acts 16 v 16-34 
John 17 v 20-end 

Sunday 19th May 

9.30am 

Pentecost/Whitsunday 
Holy Communion 
Much Marcle  Elizabeth Reed 

Reader:    Pauline Voyce  
Flowers:   C Oulton 
Coffee:    P Voyce, M York, A Reville 

Acts 2 v 1-21 
John 14 v 8-17 

Sunday 26th May 
9.30am 

Trinity Sunday 
Holy Communion 
Much Marcle   Elizabeth Reed 

Reader:    Emma Davis 
Flowers:  C Oulton 
Coffee:    J & J Chapman  

Romans 5 v 1-5 
John 16 v 12-15 

Sunday 2nd June 
9.30am 

1st Sunday after Trinity 
Holy Communion 
Yatton Howard Mayell 

Reader:    D  Barry  
Flowers:   G Kitchen 
Coffee:    C & J Oulton 

Galatians 1 v 1-12 
Luke 7 v 1-10 

Rogation Sunday 12th May 9.30 am 
 

This year the Rogation Sunday service is being held at Huntleys 
Farm (take the first left turn at the top of the hill as you leave 
Much Marcle heading towards Ledbury). Join us to celebrate, 

bless and give thanks for farming, growing and the stewardship 
of our environment. We will make a short walk around the farm-
yard to bless the animals and crops so wear stout shoes or  

wellies. 

If you need further directions or more information, please call 
01531660317. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Songs of Praise Service at Much Marcle, 23rd June 
 

Do you have a favourite hymn? If so, why is it your favourite? 
These are the questions that we would like you to answer as we 
plan our Songs of Praise service to be held at Much Marcle on 

Sunday 23rd June at 9.30 a.m. Perhaps the words have a    
special meaning for you or you particularly like the tune. It may 
be that the hymn is associated with an important event in your 

life. Whatever the reason, just write it down, together with the 
name of the hymn and send the information to Chris Oulton at 
croulton@gmail.com .  

Please send in your suggestions no 
later than the 23rd May. The Worship 
Group will make the final selection of 

hymns. If your hymn is chosen, we 
hope that, during the service, you will 
be willing to tell the congregation 

why it is important to you. Or, if you 
prefer, someone else can read out 
your reason. Even if you don’t want 

to suggest a hymn we hope that you 
will want to come along to this very 
special service. 
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BELL RINGING PRACTICE DATES AND TIMESBELL RINGING PRACTICE DATES AND TIMESBELL RINGING PRACTICE DATES AND TIMES   

Dear Friends    

As I write it is a joy at last to look out of the  
window, to watch the birds at the feeder and to 
be able to see sunshine, blue sky and wonderful 

spring flowers coming into bloom; we have as you are aware 
been through a very long winter.  

Whereas for most of us the thaw is to be rejoiced in and      

welcomed there are those who have found it a very harrowing 
experience, many of our sheep farmers have lost a high number 
of lambs during this time (many of the dead ones being found 

with the thaw) and will be struggling to make ends meet 
through the year ahead.  This will not be due to just the loss of 
potential revenue arising from the loss of those lambs (or some 

farms this has meant around two hundred fatalities, but this 
rises in the worst hit areas to seven or eight hundred lambs to a 
farm). It is also about the lack of grazing as the grass is well 
behind where it usually is this time of year, and the cost of feed 

is increasing at an alarming rate. 

Suffering comes in many forms and it is heartbreaking to spend 
time with those who through no fault of their own have seen 

their carefully nurtured flocks be destroyed before their eyes. In 
the wider scheme of things you might well say that they are in 
a better way than many across the world; that may be so, but 

to the individuals involved it is none the less harrowing and has 
a terrible impact on the families concerned. 

Most people you ask believe that those who work the land are 

happy and contented, that they love what they are doing; they 
see the lovely green countryside and consider the environment 
to be better than perhaps the one they have in their towns or 

cities. What they fail to see is the loneliness or the stress and 
anxiety over financial issues, not to mention the ever growing 
mound of paperwork. They therefore think farmers are content 

in what they do out and about in the fresh air, that they are fit 
and generally happy people.  

For many in the agricultural industry that view is a    
correct one, but sadly for a growing number that is no 

longer the case. 

 

The changing face of our rural villages does not help the feeling 

of isolation suffered by many who work the land; when the 
population was more settled farmers were able to stop and talk 
about how their stock was faring, or about the state of the 

ploughing or harvesting and of course the weather. There were 
in years gone by also far many more individuals working the 
land [eighteen to twenty people to a one hundred acre farm in 

the early twentieth century] and so contact with others was 
much easier.  Today villages are often full of people whose 
roots have been elsewhere, many from urban and suburban 

backgrounds who have no understanding of the difficulties 
faced by those involved within the agricultural industry nor any 
rapport with them; this situation can lead to farmers feeling 

even more lonely and isolated. 

A further burden on our beleaguered farming community is the 
ever increasing bureaucracy that can overwhelm farming    
families. These are people who work long lonely hours who 

have little opportunity to mix with the wider community; and 
many of them being of a shy and private nature do not easily 
share their problems and concerns with others. 

Where does that leave you and me? What can we do to 
help and encourage our local farmers?  

As a Diocese we have recently joined with our Methodist   

Brothers and Sisters in an ecumenical Rural Chaplaincy and to 
that end we are helping to assist the ministry of David Gwatkin 
as Rural Chaplain; David is of a farming family and lives at   

Tibhall, Pembridge, Leominster and he is very good value. 

As individuals we can in the first place pray for all involved in 
our agricultural industry; secondly we can when we see them 

on occasion around and about spend time [if they have it] to 
have a conversation about their cares and concerns; and thirdly 
we can, when practicable, buy British. As a community there is 

a need for each one of us to share the message of God’s love 
with each and everyone we meet; and our farming community 
need to know that He loves and cares for them. They experi-
ence that through our words and actions where they are     

concerned. 
Yours in Christ Jesus     

Howard 

Letter from Reverend Howard MayellLetter from Reverend Howard MayellLetter from Reverend Howard Mayell   

From the church recordsFrom the church recordsFrom the church records   
Wedding 

23/3/13 Nicholas Taylor - Kerry Devonport 
Baptisms 

27/2/13 Harley James Park 
17/3/13 Matthew Joseph Sidwell 
31/3/13 Isla Amber Dianne Buckland 

Funeral 
16/5/13 Elizabeth Farrington  

 Much Marcle Beta Group  Much Marcle Beta Group  Much Marcle Beta Group  7.30pm 

8th, 22nd May       5th, 19th June    3rd, 17th, 31st July 
 

 Details from Rev Howard Mayell   Tel: 07906841893 

Or Andrew Bentley-Taylor Tel: 07989607995  

Aylton Fund RaisingAylton Fund RaisingAylton Fund Raising 

 Big Apple Ploughmans 

12.00 – 2.00pm 5th May at Court Farm 

Bible Study GroupBible Study GroupBible Study Group   Prayer GroupPrayer GroupPrayer Group   Other events for your diaryOther events for your diaryOther events for your diary   

Wellington Heath 
7th, 21st May 
4th, 18th June 

2nd July 

 
Details from Rev Howard Mayell   

Tel: 07906841893 

Christ Church  
 

Wellington Heath 
 

9.30am  
Every Wednesday  

4th May  Service & burial of ashes of Joan Sivell at Putley 15.00pm  

9th May  Ascension Day 11.00am Holy Communion at Pixley 
13th May  LMDG Meeting 7.30pm Archdeacons Visitation 
                  at Stretton Grandison  2.00pm  
14th May  LMDG Meeting 10.00am to 4.00pm  

12th June  Much Marcle Summer Party 
16th June  Putley Lunch 
6th July  Deanery Social Event at Bosbury House 
11th July  Diocesan Synod at Ludlow 

Sat  11th May - Learners Practice Session - 10am - 12pm  

Sat  25th May - Wedding - ringing starts at 12:30pm 
Fri   31st May -  Visiting ringers - 2:00 - 2:40pm   

Sat  1st June -  Wedding - ringing starts at 1:30pm 
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Microwave cooking was the subject of the demonstra-

tion given by Alison Taylor at our March meeting. 
Instead of using the microwave solely for heating and 
defrosting food we were shown how to cook choco-

late brownies, meringues, salmon and lemon curd. It 
all seemed very quick and easy and with the mini-

mum of dishes to wash up. We all got to taste the delicious 

results. Alison passed on so many useful tips about how to get 

the best from our microwave ovens and pointed out how     

economical it can be to use them in preference to electric ovens 
especially when preparing meals for one or two people. Thank 
you Alison for such an informative and interesting demonstra-

tion.  
Next meeting May 22nd. Mystery Evening and WI      

National Resolutions. 

W.I News W.I News W.I News Meeting held on February 27th at the Memorial HallMeeting held on February 27th at the Memorial HallMeeting held on February 27th at the Memorial Hall   

Seasonal Gardening tips Seasonal Gardening tips Seasonal Gardening tips by Duseline Stewartby Duseline Stewartby Duseline Stewart   

I have just heard of stale beds, an old way of      

preparing seed beds that sounds worth a try. After 
digging and raking, leave for a week then hoe. If 
possible, leave for another week and hoe again and 

by now you should have got rid of any annual 
weeds. You still have to dig out the dandelions, 
though. I intend to try it for peas, beans and salads. 

Thinking of seeds, time to sow wallflowers for next spring and 
to collect seed from hellebores, winter aconites and polyanthus. 
Sown fresh they will germinate freely next spring but do cover 

them with gravel to protect them from mice, and leave in a 
sheltered spot over winter. 

Weather permitting, geraniums, dahlias and other tender     

bedding can be gently hardened off now. It's a good time to 

take cuttings of geraniums, daphnes and clematis. Put an inch 
of sharp sand on top of the compost to prevent rotting, and 
leave geranium cuttings to dry for a day before inserting them. 

It is easy to forget to renew the compost in containers,         
especially when they have permanent plants in them. In that 
case, remove the top inches and top up with fresh compost and 

a slow-release fertiliser. They need plenty of water, as do roses, 
clematis and camellias in early summer, especially if near a wall. 

By the end of the month it should be okay to plant out French 

and runner beans, courgettes and tender vegetables. Pinch out 
the tops of broad beans to frustrate blackfly and squash any 
aphids that appear. 

 
CHARTERED SURVEYOR : AUCTIONEER : VALUER 

ESTATE AGENT  JOHN GOODWIN FRICS 

A Personal Service in the Sale, Letting and Management of Agricultural, Commercial and Residential Property 

3-5 New St, Ledbury  

HR8 2DX 

Walwyn Rd, Colwall  

WR13 6QG 

13 Worcester Rd, Malvern 

WR14 4QY 

9 High St, Upton-on-Severn 

WR8 0HJ 

Tel: 01531 634648 Tel: 01684 540300 Tel: 01684 892809 Tel: 01684 593125 

Lent Lunches were successful again this year raising £1213.    

The Committee thanks the organisers and those throughout the 
Deanery who attended lunches. 

The Committee now have information from Mtwara with regard 

to costs for the building of the new nursery school which will be 

close to St Michael’s Church.  This project will be discussed at 

the next Committee meeting. 

It is hope to arrange another Tanzanian evening later this year. 

Elaine Toyer 

Mtwara News Mtwara News Mtwara News    

To conclude our fantastic community celebrations on the 4th 

June 2012, all the proceeds from the sale of our DVD memories 
have resulted in the brilliant sum of £600. 

Thank you everyone who purchased the DVD and to Bill and his 

family at Much Marcle Stores for agreeing to handle the sales.  
Thanks must also go to Ralph and his team for providing a free 
buffet on our ‘Premiere Night’ at the Walwyn Arms 

Last but not least, a special thank you to Martyn Jeanes for all 

his expertise, time and patience, in the production of the DVD. 
Martin will now personally take the £600 which is being donated 
to St Michael’s Hospice in memory of his mother, Mrs Beryl 

Jeanes, ex landlady of the Slip Inn Much Marcle. 

Paddy Stevens, Nicki Bateson, 
Cherry Bentley-Taylor and Janey Cotton 

Much Marcle Diamond Jubilee Finale ReportMuch Marcle Diamond Jubilee Finale ReportMuch Marcle Diamond Jubilee Finale Report   

Jubilee Club NewsJubilee Club NewsJubilee Club News   
On April 9th Joy Conlon came to tell us about her experiences 

as a Commissioner in the Guiding movement. Many of us     
recalled vividly our own experiences in the Guides but they were 
as nothing compared to the wonderful things Joy has done and 

the wonderful places she has been to in her capacity as a Guide. 
The movement still flourishes all over the world and continues 

to imbue its young members with the values of truthfulness and 

helpfulness, although the "Guides Promise" has had to be       
up-dated a few times in a PC sort of way. 

On May 14th we are to make our own way to Trioscape Garden 

Centre at Highleadon to look at the nursery and take tea in the 
restaurant.  
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The Slip Tavern   
 

Open for Lunches  and Dinner every day except Mondays 

 
Weekend Specials   Friday—Saturday    7pm—9pm 

 

call 01531 660246 for details 

Seasonal Recipes Seasonal Recipes Seasonal Recipes by Alison Taylor by Alison Taylor by Alison Taylor (((Taylorapt2@aol.com)Taylorapt2@aol.com)Taylorapt2@aol.com)   

It’s Big Apple time again! The following recipe is really simple to make and is delicious. 

Ingredients 
6 pitted prunes 
2 tablespoon of apple brandy or brandy 
50g (2oz) self-raising flour 

100g (4oz) ground almonds 
100g (4oz) soft, light brown sugar 
2 eggs 
100g (4oz) butter, melted 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 Cox's or russet apples 
2-3 tablespoon of apricot jam for glazing 

6 shallow tartlet tins, 10-11cm diameter 
lined with baking parchment large enough 
to come up the sides of the tin. Press into 
the flutes. 

Method 
 

1. Soak the prunes in the brandy overnight if possible or at least 2 hours. Put the 
oven on GM4/fan 160C/180C. Put the flan tins on to a baking tray. 

2. Beat the eggs and mix with the flour, almonds, sugar and melted butter. Beat 

for a couple of minutes adding the vanilla extract. Peel, core and thinly slice the 
apple. Divide the mixture between the tins and spread out smoothly. Arrange 
the slices of apples over the top and place a prune in the centre of each. Drizzle 

over any remaining brandy. 

3. Bake for 20-25 minutes until golden brown. Warm the apricot jam and gently 
brush over the top. Cool then serve warm or cold with a little cream or Greek 

yoghurt. 

APPLE & PRUNE ALMONDIERS (makes 6, easily halved)APPLE & PRUNE ALMONDIERS (makes 6, easily halved)APPLE & PRUNE ALMONDIERS (makes 6, easily halved)   

Ingredients 
 

BASE 
 

150g (6oz) crushed digestive biscuits 

75g (3oz) butter, melted 

 

FILLING 
 

400g 14oz) cream cheese 

150g (6oz) soft light brown sugar 

2 eggs 

100ml soured cream 

1 teasp vanilla extract or paste 

20cm cake tin 

Method 
 

1. Line the base of the tin with baking parchment. Mix the biscuits with the 
melted butter and press into the base of the tin. 

2. Cream together the cream cheese and sugar. Beat the eggs and add with the 

cream and vanilla. Pour over the biscuit base. 
3. Place the trivet in the pressure cooker and pour in enough water to almost 

the top of the trivet. Take a piece of foil and fold into a narrowish strip, large 

enough to use as a handle to lift the tin out of the cooker. Place the tin on 
top of the strip of foil and place on the trivet. 

4. Put the lid on the cooker and bring to full pressure. Cook for 15 minutes then 

let the pressure to drop naturally. If the cheesecake is too soft after this put 
the lid back on and leave for a few more minutes. It does set as it cools. 

5. Cool in the tin then remove. Chill overnight if possible. 

6. To serve, spread over the lemon curd or cook some slices of apple until ten-
der and arrange on top. Glaze with apricot jam as above. If you have time, 
apple slices cooked in butter and brown sugar make an indulgent topping. 

VANILLA  CHEESECAKEVANILLA  CHEESECAKEVANILLA  CHEESECAKE   

I have recently discovered a foil backed baking parchment which is brilliant for this type of thing as it is so easy to press into the 

flan tins. 
 

My second recipe is for a cheesecake which I cooked in the pressure cooker. The recipe is adapted from “The Pressure Cooker 
Cookbook” by Catherine Phipps.  I used lemon curd as a topping but you could poach some apples and use them instead if you 

prefer. 

RAIN Total for month  80.4 mm  
TEMPERATURE  
 Coldest night 30 th -0.5 deg C 

 Number of days with rain 13   Lowest maximum 2.0 deg C  23rd, 24th 

 Wettest day 21st     17mm    Highest minimum 6.0 deg C    7th 

TEMPERATURE     
 Warmest day 5th, 6th, 16th 11.0 deg    Days with frost air  12    ground  10 

March weather recorded March weather recorded March weather recorded by Eric Ward  by Eric Ward  by Eric Ward     

Please note that in February’s chart last month the total rainfall should have read 37.5 mm instead of 22.6 mm.  
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H E L L E N S “The Jewel in the Crown of Herefordshire Homes” Country Living 

Open for guided tours from Easter Sunday to end of September - Weds, Thurs, Sun & Bank Holidays 

at 2, 3 & 4pm, otherwise by appointment 
 

The newly restored Great and Haywain Barns (Grade II Starred) are also available 

 for hiring for business, leisure and social functions 
Curator:  Mr Nicholas Stephens  Telephone 01531 660504  www.hellensmanor.com 

The Pennington-Mellor-Munthe Charity Trust (Reg. No. 283266) 

Neighbourhood Watch UpdateNeighbourhood Watch UpdateNeighbourhood Watch Update    

 

West Mercia Police’s Communities  
Are Getting Safer 

Crime Falls By A Quarter In Six Years 
 

The latest figures for the level of crime and anti-social behaviour 
are now available and they show communities in Herefordshire, 
Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire are safer 

places now than they have been for many years. 

West Mercia Police’s latest figures shows there were nearly 
9,000 fewer crimes than the previous year, a fall of nearly 13 

per cent.  Compared to six years ago, there were more than 
20,000 fewer crimes reported, a fall of more than a quarter.  
This means there are on average 166 crimes a day, including 

only eight burglaries across three counties. 

Data from the last financial year (1 April 2012 to 31 March 
2013) is now available and shows that all major crime types are 

down compared to 2011/12. 

Overall incidents are down by 8,869 compared to 2011/12. This 

includes the following: 

 119 fewer burglaries in people’s homes (3.9% reduction) 

 62 fewer robberies (- 13.2%); 

 697 fewer occasions where people suffered injuries due to         

violence (- 9.7%) 

 4,445 fewer incidents of anti-social behaviour (- 7.5%) 
 

The three counties’ roads are also becoming safer: there were 
52 fewer people killed or seriously injured in traffic collisions, a 

fall of 14.5%. 

West Mercia Police’s Chief Constable David Shaw said that  
Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire 

are as safe as they have been for some time despite the       
misperceptions of some, local residents should be reassured 
that crime and anti-social behaviour continue to decrease and 

they live in one of the safest parts of the country. 

Attend a pre-walk event or join the walk for a day?  

Please watch the Just Giving Page above and the      
Hospice’s website: 

 www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk  

 
 
 

YOU EAT THE CAKE WE GAIN THE POUNDS 
 

With Spring still around the corner why not start thinking ahead 
to Summer and celebrate the warmer weather by organising a 
Blooming Great Tea Party with friends and family all for a great 
cause. This year we need your help to make the Blooming 
Great Tea Party bigger and better in Herefordshire! Get  to-
gether with family and friends at home, or get your colleagues 
involved and tuck into your favourite slice of cake and raise the 
much needed funds for Marie Curie Nurses in Herefordshire. 
You can hold your tea party at any point in June or July.  
It really couldn't be simpler... Register today and receive your 
free fundraising pack complete with balloons and invitations 
and get scoffing!! 

Go online at www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty  

or call 0845 052 4184 

Collect during Red Cross Week 2013 and refuse to 

ignore people in crisis 
 

The British Red Cross is calling for volunteers in Herefordshire 

to collect during Red Cross Week, beween 5 – 11 May.     Vol-
unteers are needed to collect for just two hours at various lo-
cations around the county.  
 

During Red Cross Week we rely on our fantastic volunteers 
giving their time to collect locally, in aid of the Red Cross. If 
you spare a couple of hours to hold a donations bucket for us 

this May, you’ll be one in a million. Why not ask a friend too?”. 
 

People who wish to collect for the Red Cross can  
contact Sue on (01432) 373020  

or email her at sburleigh@redcross.org.uk.  

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty
mailto:sburleigh@redcross.org.uk
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Professional  Services 
 

LOVE TO SING?      JOIN GOT2 SING 
 

Lift those winter blues.  A fun, warm welcome awaits you.  
Your first session is FREE. 

Over 18 and love to sing? Join us.  No need to read music. 

No auditions. Have fun singing in a relaxed environment. 

Fantastic performance opportunities. 

Choir leader: Beth Hippard 
 

Wednesdays 7.30-9pm  Whitecross Academy, Three Elms Road, Hereford  

Tuesdays 7.30-9pm St Laurence C of E Primary School, Jockeyfield,  Ludlow  
 

www.got2sing.co.uk 

 

To advertise here contact  
Brian Morgan 
01531 660222 

email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:bodenhamfarm@lineone.net
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Gardening Decorating  

Home  
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Electrical,   Carpentry   and   Boiler Repairs 
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Every care is taken in preparing this newsletter for publication, and strenuous efforts are made to check the accuracy of information 

contained in it.  However, no responsibility can be accepted for inaccuracies that may occur. 
 

Printed by Express Printing  c/o Lonsdale Print Solutions Ltd, Denington Estate, Wellingborough NN8 2RA    
Tel: 01933 228855  Fax: 01933 440132      email: enquiries@expressprinting.co.uk 

The Mercury Team 
 

Editor & Production 
Jacqueline Riley 01531670321 

email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer & Distribution 
Margaret Adams   01531 660616 

email: adams.david587@gmail.com 
 

Advertising & Sponsorship 
Brian Morgan   01531 660222 

email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com 
 

Photographs 
David Mocatta   01531 660439 

email: dandcmocatta@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Mercury is put together the 3rd week of 

the month.   
Copy, etc, can be left at 

Much Marcle Shop or emailed to the editor. 

Pastoral Care 
Team Ministry Office:  01531 631531 
Rev Howard Mayell:  07906 841893 
Church Wardens: 
Marcle  Richard Brooks: 01531 660241 
Yatton  John Reed 01989 780439 
Treasurer of the PCC 
Andrew Bentley-Taylor  01531 660261 

Acting Minuting Secretary of the PCC 
Mrs Sara-Jane Berry: 01531 660563 
The Friends of St Bartholomew’s 
Chairman   Rosalind Barker  01989 740614 

Secretary   John Chapman  01531 660664 
Much Marcle Parish Councillors 
Graham Baker: 01531 660323 

John Blandford: 01531 660254 
Roger Cotton: 01531 660636 
Alison Taylor: 01531 670342 
Brian Morgan: 01531 660222 

email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com  
David Powell: 01531 660220 
Frank Powell: 01531 660236 

email: FJP12957@btinternet.com  
Elliot Thomas: 
email: dianne.cox@westons-cider.co.uk   
Tim Weston: 01531 660633  

email: tim.weston@westons-cider.co.uk  
Clerk to Much Marcle Parish Council 
Diane Baldwin: 01531 650885 

Hereford Police Station 

Crime Prevention Manager  
PC Charles NAYLOR 
0300 333 3000 
 

ROSS-ON-WYE POLICE  
0300 333 3000 
PC R Barradale-Smith  

Mobile: 07811 131525 
 

Community Support Officers 

Lisa Austin/Alison Dore 
Mobile: 07970 602441  

LEDBURY POLICE  

0300 333 3000 
 
PC Ashlyn Dunlop   Ledbury Town  

Mobile: 07814 554496 
 
 

Community Support Officers  

Heather Mika (Town)  
David Alexander (Rural) 
Mobile for both:  07970 602338 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

John Finnigan   
Police Liaison Co-ordinator 
01531 660419 

Electricity  

(Emergency)  08457 331 331 
Gas (Emergency) 0800 111 999 
Water (Emergency) 0800 052 0130 

 
AA Breakdown 0800 88 77 66 
RAC Breakdown 0800 82 82 82 

Citizens Advice 0870 126 4091 

 Malvern 01684 563611 

 Hereford 01432 266456 

 Ross-on-Wye 01989 566346 

Hospitals 

 Ledbury  01531 632488 

 Hereford  01432 355444 

Ledbury Doctors 

St Katherines,    01531 633271 
Market Surgery,  01531 632423 
Fownhope Surgery 01432 860235 

Herefordshire Council  
Main Switchboard 01432 260000 
Herefordshire Info 01432 260500 
Ledbury Library 01531 632133 

LOCAL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Yatton Parish Councillors 
Mr J Clark: 01531 660275 
Mr A Cotton: 01989 740645 
Mr J Nicholas: 01531 660294 

Clerk to Yatton Parish Council 
Liz Parry-Jones:  
email: lizparryjones@hotmail.co.uk 
Much Marcle Memorial Hall 
Bookings and Treasurer: 
Jenny Preece: 01531 660408 
Chair: Joy Brooks 01531 660308 
Vice-Chair:  

Darren Farnell 01531 660450 
Jubilee Club 
Chair:Joyce Phillips 01531 636822 

Secretary:Jean Nowell 01531 660691 
Much Marcle Amateur Dramatic Society 
Lynne & Danielle Bowers: 01531 660201  
Bellringing – Tower Captain 
Adam Cale: 01531 660736 
Much Marcle Badminton Club 
Jenny Preece: 01531 660408 

Folk Club 
Andy Smith  01531 660253 
Much Marcle Gardeners Club 
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228 

WI Secretary: 
Valerie Richards 01531 660447 

LOCAL  ORGANISATION CONTACT DETAILS 

 GRAHAM BAKER MOTORS 
24 hour RECOVERY SERVICE    AA & RAC APPROVED 

THE FORGE, RUSHALL, MUCH MARCLE  
near LEDBURY 

Tel: 01531 660259   Fax: 01531 660695 

 Full workshop service with crypton tuner  Unipart Car Care Centre  Insurance co approved  Free fit tyres and exhausts 

 Full body repair with low bake and body 

jig facility  

 Backed by Nationwide 

Guarantee 

 Courtesy car supplied  Air conditioning 

Personal Service – Open 7 days a week  

LEDBURY RAILWAY STATION 
 

For detailed information go to the website: 
 

http://www.ledbury.plus.com 

National Rail Enquiries:  08457 484950  

(24 hr) or www.nationalrail.co.uk 
Live departure board: 
Train tracker    0871 200 4950 
Engineering work may affect times. Check before you travel. 
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