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Yes..it’s October and time to start thinking of Christmas!

THE FRIENDS OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHRISTMAS CARD
We have produced a new Christmas card this year – a beautiful view of Much Marcle church on a
cold winter‘s day photographed by John Preece. Measuring 6.5‖ x 4.75‖ (16.5cm x 12cm)
approximately, in full colour with a gloss finish, it is standard postal size.
In packs of 10 with envelopes for £5 a pack.
Available now from any of the Friends Committee and Much Marcle Shop:
John & Liz Preece: 01531 660684
John Chapman: 01531 660664
John Angell: 01531 660630
Rosalind Barker: 01989 740614

In this month’s Mercury..
It’s Big Apple Harvestime again.... read about the
various events and requests for help on page 4.

Carol Smith and her advice on scams .... more on
page 11.

Local club news .... read about the WI and Jubilee
Club on page 5 & 7.

Blanche Mortimer has a makeover ...read about her
on page 7.

More Tower Talk .... This time from Maddie Johnson
our young bell ringing enthusiast.

Too enthusiastic recycling your unwanted Mercurys?.... see page 2.

Deadline for next month‟s contributions will be 15th October.
Email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com - or copy can be left at Much Marcle Shop

What’s on in October and November
October
3rd Thurs Last public house tour of Hellens.
12th –13th Big Apple Weekend see page 4.
23rd Wed Talk—’From Bewdley to Beijing’. See
opposite page.
27th Sun
Harvest festival service and lunch see
page 5.

30th Wed Hellens The Peatbog faeries See page 4.
November
10th Sun Remembrance Service.
20th Wed Wine Tasting with Cheeses 7.00pm MM
hall. See advert opposite page.
For Church Services see page 8.
Hereford Cathedral events—see church pages page 8.

Mercury regular features
Church News and Activities Page 8/9
Recipes
Page 12
Weather
Page 12

Gardening tips
Classified Ads
Parish Council news

Page 6
13,14,15
Page 10

Computer Tips
Useful information

Page 10
Back Page

Regular events at Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Weekly
Tuesday 8pm Badminton Jenny Preece 01531 660408
Weds 6 - 7pm Brownies N. Johnson 01531 660757
Weds (except the 4th Wed in each month) Short Mat
Bowls from 7.30 - 9pm. Contact Joy Brooks 01531 660308
Thurs 10-11am Coolmoves Pilates Class (just turn up)
Thurs 2-4 pm Art and Craft Club contact Andy Smith for
meeting details 01531 660253
Thurs 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Rachel Pritchard 07967 213431
Thursday 7 –8.30 Bell ringing at St Bartholomew‘s
Friday 9-11.30 am Happy Apples Toddler Group Julie
Simpson 01989 740369
Mon evenings 7.30—8.15 Zumba (Just turn up).

My boiler’s
faulty.
Where’s that
Mercury
advert ?

Help...I’ve
forgotten the
time of the
Yoga class.

Monthly
Gardeners’ Club on third Tuesday of month at 7.30pm
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228
WI meet on the fourth Wednesday of month at
7.30pm Valerie Richards 01531 660447
Jubilee Club on second Tuesday of month at 2.30pm
Jean Nowell 01531 660691
Folk Club various venues. Contact Andy Smith for details
01531 660253
Sadly due to lack of support the line dancing classes
have now ceased.

You can now find 2013 Mercury back
copies on the Much Marcle website.

Where is
that recipe
I saw last
month?

 Go to www.muchmarcle.net
 Click on the Mercury tab or the

Mercury advert on the right hand
side.
 Scroll to the bottom of the Mercury
page to find the 2013 back copies.
 If you want to download a copy right
click and then ‘Save target as’.
Many thanks to Carol Smith for
uploading them.
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Where’s the
Mercury?
I need a
telephone
number.

Further News from Yatton
As part of the fund raising programme for the restoration
of the roof of All Saints Yatton, two more very successful
events have recently been held.

Every one who attended this very enjoyable occasion will
want to join me in thanking Jenny, Gwen and Debby for
organising and hosting it. Sales of tickets to the event
together with donations, totalled £600.50, a useful
addition to the roof fund and a gratifying reward for all
their hard work.

July 28th saw over thirty people gathering, in perfect
weather, at the ‗High Acres‘ home of Debby Clayton, for
drinks and starters, at the first stage of our Progressive
Lunch party. The interesting garden and fine views drew
many favourable comments and were an appropriate
prelude to what was to come.

August 11th, the occasion of the opening of the garden at
the Gwynnes Hill Farm, home of Julia and Chris Oulton
was another fine day. Over 90 people attended this
event and were treated to an afternoon of wide ranging
After whetting their appetites the guests descended
experiences. Not only were there fine displays of flowerPerrystone hill to the ‗Upper House‘ where our hosts
ing plants and shrubs, hedges cut with engineering
Jenny and Bryn Sanders provided a delicious array of
main course dishes together with dining areas both inside precision and a vegetable garden managed on a
rotational basis, but also orchard and woodland areas.
and out. (Some members of the gathering were seen to
do more than justice to all that was on offer! No problem Additionally, some livestock was on view, ranging from a
fine ram to hens both large and small. For those who
with wasted food here!) Not only were we treated to a
culinary feast but also to a visual one with a very colour- wanted to emulate what they had experienced a plant
stall was also on offer, together with a tea room well
ful display of flowering plants near to the house.
supplied with delicious cakes and scones. A feature of
Having resisted the urge to take an afternoon nap, and
Gwynnes Hill is the panoramic view of the Cotswold
gently assisted by gravity, our party travelled the quarter escarpment, Bredon Hill and the full sweep of the
of a mile to ‗Yew Tree Cottage‘ to be greeted by Gwen
Malverns, a vista much appreciated by those sitting
and David Barry and a selection of mouth watering
enjoying their tea.
puddings. Carefully arranged covered areas were
Our grateful thanks are extended to Chris and Julia and
available for eating alfresco (or was that the name of
theirfamily and friends, who helped make this a very
one of the desserts?!) together with another notable
successful and enjoyable event, which raised £800.40.
garden and spectacular views of the Malvern Hills. The
proceedings were rounded off with cheese and later
coffee or tea, with many guests lingering and chatting for
John Reed. Churchwarden All Saints Yatton.
quite some time.

The Friends of St Bartholomew’s Church
invite you to a
WINE & CHEESE TASTING
sponsored by WAITROSE of Great Malvern
20 November 2013 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall

Come to an Illustrated talk
„FROM BEWDLEY TO BEIJING‟
BY CHRIS SMITH
About his amazing cycle ride

Waitrose have promised a fine selection of wines & cheeses
served by their experienced specialist staff.
This is Waitrose supporting local good causes –
and we aim to have an enjoyable social evening
to lighten the winter in the lead up to Christmas!
So please get your tickets early –
all proceeds to The Friends.
Ticket £10 from John Chapman 01531 660664
John Angell 01531 660630, Rosalind Barker 01989 740614
and the Much Marcle Shop

AUTHOR OF “WHY DON‟T YOU FLY”
ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd 8PM
In Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Sponsored by Much Marcle WI

EVERYONE WELCOME

MUCH MARCLE MEMORIAL HALL
Bob Dallow Room and Main Hall
Available to hire for weddings, parties, meetings & club activities

Concessions negotiable for regular users
For detailed information contact Jenny Preece on 01531 660408
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Mercury
is generously
sponsored by
Much Marcle Parish
Council

Big Apple news and announcements
Harvestime
For an afternoon, a day or a full weekend – The Big Apple is a special opportunity to enjoy
the autumn countryside in the Herefordshire parishes on the Marcle Ridge.
The local orchards are famous for their cider fruit and their excellent eating apples.
Every year since 1989, the award-winning communities of these tiny parishes have put
together a collection of small rural events based in and around Much Marcle, to share in our
tradition of apple growing and cider making.

BIG APPLE EVENTS AT HELLENS
Sat 12th and Sun 13th October - The Big Apple
12 noon to 4.45pm. Entry £2.00* (children free)
House tours at 1,2,3pm (£6, £4.50 concessions)
The Big Apple Harvestime Event celebrates the long tradition of the apple harvest in
Herefordshire. Held in October every year, various events are organised around Much
Marcle including the Feast of Apples here at Hellens, where folks can bring along
apples from their own trees to have the variety identified (a bit like Antiques Roadshow for orchard enthusiasts) or taste and buy them from a wide variety on offer.
Help us make our own perry, sample cider and perry from local producers and enjoy
and tea and cake from our tearoom. Please visit the Big Apple website for more
information on other local events: www.bigapple.org.uk
BIG APPLE AND THE FRIENDS OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S

NEWS FROM ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH

The Friends will have a stall in Much Marcle Church for
the two days of Big Apple (Sat/Sun 12/13 October). We
will be selling our Christmas cards, and would also welcome any donations of saleable items, such as unwanted
gifts, tidy books, preserves (but please no bric-a-brac).

At the Big Apple Weekend there will be church teas at
the Memorial Hall on Saturday 1.30pm—5.00 pm
Produce and cake stall will be in the Bob Dallow room at
the Memorial Hall on Saturday and Sunday.
The PCC would be very pleased to receive cakes, jam's
chutney, pies, vegetables and any other cookery.

We will also be serving refreshments in the Memorial
Hall on the Saturday: Morning Coffee from about 10am
and Ploughman‘s Lunches from about midday.
Contact: Liz Preece 01531 660684,
Rosalind Barker 01989 740614

OTHER EVENTS AT HELLENS IN OCTOBER audiences around the world, from European Festivals, to Asia,

Africa, America, Canada and Australia.
The Peatbogs have recorded six studio albums, they made their
first live release in April 2009 and their latest CD, "Dust" was
released on the 8th of August of 2011.

Wednesday 30th October - The Peatbog Faeries!
In the Great Barn we welcome the Amazing Peatbog Faeries.
Something different for Hellens, some SERIOUSLY AMAZING
folk sounds! Based on the Isle of Skye, the Peatbog Faeries are
one of Scotland's the best known names in contemporary folk
music.
In 2012 they were a nominee for "Best Live Act" at the BBC
Radio 2 Folk Awards, having already twice won "Live Act of
the Year" at the Scottish Traditional Music Awards.
They've taken their own individual brand of Scottish tunes to

Tickets £16 (£10 for local people to Much Marcle, 20 tickets
at this price only) Tickets available from Hellens, Ice Bites
Ledbury, Carnival Records Malvern, Ross on Wye Music Box
and Much Marcle Village Shop also available on line form
http://www.orpheus-events.com/
******************************

H E L L E N S “The Jewel in the Crown of Herefordshire Homes”

Country Living

Open for guided tours from Easter Sunday to end of September - Weds, Thurs, Sun & Bank Holidays
at 2, 3 & 4pm, otherwise by appointment

The newly restored Great and Haywain Barns (Grade II Starred) are also available
for hiring for business, leisure and social functions
Curator: Mr Nicholas Stephens

Telephone 01531 660504

The Pennington-Mellor-Munthe Charity Trust (Reg. No. 283266)

4

www.hellensmanor.com

Much Marcle Women’s Institute
Much Marcle WI August Meeting

Thank you to Lynne for the lovely lemon drizzle cake and
This was a pleasant evening spent at the home flapjacks and thanks to Jean.
of Jean Knowles, who patiently guided us
around her wonderful croquet lawn. We very
quickly realised that this game, to all intents and
purposes quite leisurely, was not what it seemed. Not
only was a degree of skill required to hit the ball
accurately it was necessary to think ahead in order to
eliminate the opposition and to assist one's team mate.
It was amazing that the team that appeared to be right
behind came through to win with the use of some very
clever tactics. Croquet certainly brings out the competitive spirit. Everyone had a go as Jean had thoughtfully
set up an additional practice course for the more timid
players. We all enjoyed this fine evening in Jean's lovely
garden and reluctantly left as darkness descended and
the owls hooted as they set out for their nocturnal
hunting expeditions.

Seasonal Gardening tips

by Duseline Stewart

I love those calm October days when the
trees are colouring up. If you want to buy
an acer, amelanchier or liquidamber now is
the time to see how the tree colours before
investing. Michaelmas daisies, echinaceas
and rudbeckias are good standbys for
autumn in the flower border. It is worth
taking cuttings of slightly tender plants like salvias,
penstemons and fuchsias as insurance against a hard
winter. Once dahlias have been frosted cut down the
stems and, in heavy soil, lift and store the tubers in
barely damp sand or compost. In light soils, you can take
a chance and leave them in situ with a good thick mulch.
You can split large clumps of perennials now while the
soil is warm, replanting strong young stock in enriched
ground.

by putting it on a piece of white paper and gently blowing
away the chaff. Sow it right away, covering the pot with
gravel to protect it from marauding mice, label it and put
it out in a sheltered spot. It will start to germinate in
spring.
It is sensible to lime the vegetable plot from time to time
to prevent the soil becoming acid, but NOT where you
intend growing potatoes next season. Digging the ground
now (if you intend digging) and covering the beds with
compost or sowing green manure will reward you with a
good crop next year. Be sure when planting out spring
cabbage that you firm the ground well to prevent wind
damage; the same goes for wallflowers.
Spare a little time from the enticing bulb and plant catalogues to pot up some mint roots and sow pots of parsley
and coriander for the kitchen window-sill.

On a dry day collect seed from favourite plants, clean it

Bird Watchers Diary

ST BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH
HARVEST FESTIVAL
will be on
SUNDAY 27TH OCTOBER
Followed by a three course lunch
at the Memorial Hall

John and Janet Chapman were walking
in their plum orchard on Saturday 31st July
and saw two buzzards bombing
another
larger bird which was a red kite! The first they have ever
seen in this area - has anyone else seen
one? Also, there are a lovely pair of nuthatches living in
and around the churchyard.

Tickets £10.00 Available from Post Office

Please email your sightings to jrileymercury@gmail.com

JOHN GOODWIN FRICS

CHARTERED SURVEYOR : AUCTIONEER : VALUER
ESTATE AGENT

A Personal Service in the Sale, Letting and Management of Agricultural, Commercial and Residential Property

3-5 New St, Ledbury
HR8 2DX

Walwyn Rd, Colwall
WR13 6QG

13 Worcester Rd, Malvern
WR14 4QY

9 High St, Upton-on-Severn
WR8 0HJ

Tel: 01531 634648

Tel: 01684 540300

Tel: 01684 892809

Tel: 01684 593125
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Tower Talk
Hello, my name is Maddie Johnson and I live
in Much Marcle and am 10 years old. I belong
to the Much Marcle bell ringers group. On
Monday 19th August we went on an outing
visiting different towers in North East Herefordshire. There was a keen group of Much
Marcle bell ringers and their families that met
at 8.30 am outside St Bartholomew‘s Church.

was Kingstone Church where a mishap occurred involving
a common bell ringing accident where the rope of the
tenor bell snapped. Our ringing had to finish abruptly!

We were soon heading off to the first tower at Wellington, which had the heaviest (17cwt) and oldest bells
(c1410). We also met Hugo for the first time – he is the
youngest four legged member of the outing. Here we
rang the bells for about an hour. After that we drove on
to Dilwyn where we climbed some steep steps to ring the
bells for the next hour. The non-bell ringers in our party
played outside and spotted a stained glass window with
angels ringing bells.

Big Apple Don't forget!

We drove home to Much Marcle and finished our great
day out with an evening meal at The Walwyn. During the
course of the day our bell-ringing skills had been put to
the test at the different towers which was good to experience for bell-ringers old and new.
The Much Marcle Bell Tower will be open
Come along and see the bells being rung, take a tour of
the tower and even have a go at ringing yourself!
We are currently raising funds to pay for a lovely new
carpet, so please come and support us!
Also, the ringing dates for October are:
Sat 5th - Wedding - ringing starts at 11:30am
Sat 5th - Visiting Band - ringing 2:45-3:45pm
Sat 12th and Sun 13th - Big Apple - Tower open from
about 11am-5pm
Sat 19th - Wedding - ringing starts at 11:30am

The third stop was Eardisley where there were pleasant
light bells for us to ring. With such a busy morning we
had earned our lunch and stopped at the Bells Inn at
Almeley. In the afternoon we headed off to Bredwardine
this involved a trek across a field to arrive at the pretty
church. This was my favourite church because of the
perfect tenor which was the bell I rang. Our final stop

The bell ringing group outside Eardisley church.

The following Farmers and Landowners from the Much Marcle environs
have sponsored this page of The Mercury:
C D & M G Blandford & Sons, J W & L M Clark, R A & S D Cotton,
Homme House Estate, New House Farm, David R Powell, J F J R Powell & Sons,
J D &c R J Nicholas, R J & F J Wilcox
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Update on St Bartholomew’s church restoration project
Michael Eastham, Conservator of Sculpture, at
work on the 14th century Blanche Mortimer, Lady
Grandison Tomb in St Bartholomew’s Church

problems were revealed. However, it is hoped that all the
work will be completed by the end of this year.
St Bartholomew‘s Church is mentioned by Simon Jenkins
in his book England‘s Thousand Best Churches. Referring
to the Grandison Tomb he writes: ‗Much Marcle contains

The conservation of this beautiful monument has been
on-going for many months. Before any work can begin in
any church, permission (a Faculty) must be granted by
the Church Chancellor following approval from the local
Diocesan Advisory Committee. ‘Investigatory conservation‘
work began in July 2011. Conservation and restoration
require careful attention to the complete structure and
Michael Eastham‘s knowledge of the effect of removing
any part of the edifice has been essential in order not to
cause damage. Restoration of this Tomb has proved to be
very complex and as work progressed many unforeseen

my favourite English effigy.‘ ‗It is a work of supreme
craftsmanship . . .‘

During the week, Michael Eastham is working in a partitioned-off Chancel; every Friday afternoon he repositions
the partition to leave the Chancel ready for Church
services. Many of us are looking forward to seeing this
lovely monument revealed in new splendour.

Charmian Mocatta: photograph by David Mocatta

Jubilee Club News
News—
— A G M Report
At the Jubilee Club's AGM, on September 10th, our aging
members agreed reluctantly to accept the fact that the
club is no longer viable in its present form. With the
retirement of the Hon. Sec. (that's me, sorry, I feel like
the girl that threw the kitten down the well), and with no
other member offering to make the necessary commitment for the forthcoming year, our vessel is holed below
the waterline. No youngish old person, say 60 or 70,
wants to join an "Old Folks " club these days. Please - if
anyone in that age range feels drawn to join the club in
order to rescue it, please contact me before it is too late.

Lunch, that will be the end of the Jubilee Club.
After that, hard core members hope meet up again
informally once a month as a sort of lunch club focussed
on Much Marcle, to keep the Much Marcle connection
going.
We do have two more meetings before the Christmas
binge. Our Treasurer is running a tricky Quiz at the
Memorial Hall on October 8th, and we have booked Paul
Hand to entertain us again at our last formal meeting on
November 12th. His theme is "Wooden Spoons". I am
hoping to be awarded one as a tribute to 6 years as club
secretary !

So, after spending as much as possible of the considerable funds in the club's deposit account on our Christmas

Jean Nowell

The Royal Oak Steakhouse & Pub, Much Marcle
01531 660300

Serving Food 7 Days a Week
Lovely Lunches

See www.royal-oak-inn.com for special offers
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SERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTON
Date

Service

Rotas

Sunday 6th Oct
9.30 am

19th Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 13th Oct
9.30 am

20th Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 20th Oct
9.30 am

21st Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 27th Oct
11.30 am

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Saturday 2nd November
3.00pm

ALL SOULS SERVICE

Sunday 3rd November
9.30 am

All SAINTS DAY Patronal Festival

Sunday 10th November
10.45am

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Holy Communion
Yatton (Elizabeth Reed)
Holy Communio n
Much Marcle (Howard Mayell)
Holy Communion
Much Marcle (Elizabeth Reed)
Family Service
Much Marcle (N Bury)

Readings

Reader: H Bodington
Flowers: P Stephens
Coffee: C & J Oulton

2 Timothy 1 v 1-14
Luke 17 v 5-10

Reader:
Flowers:
Coffee:

2 Timothy 2 v 8-15
Luke 17 v 11-19

P Sanders
S Snell
G & P Sanders

Reader: F Airey
Flowers: S Snell
Coffee: E Wood & D Airey

2 Timothy 3 v 14 to 4 v 5
Luke 18 v 1-8

Reader:
Flowers:
Coffee:

H Thomas
W Diment
Harvest lunch at Hall

Reader:
Flowers:
Coffee:

C Oulton
W Diment
C & J Oulton

2 Thessalonians 1
v 1-end

Reader:
Flowers:
Coffee:

TBC
E Baker
R & M Brooks

Remembrance
Readings to be advised

2 Timothy 4 v 6-8,16-18
Luke 18 v 9-14

Much Marcle

Holy Communion
Yatton (Elizabeth Reed)

Much Marcle (Hilary Underwood)

Other events for your diary

Harvest Festival Service
Sunday 27th October, 11.30 pm at
St Bartholomew‘s Church,
Much Marcle followed by the
Harvest Lunch in the Memorial Hall.

7th Oct
10th Oct
14th Oct
18th Oct
10th Nov
13th Nov
14th Nov

Lunch tickets from MM Post Office

Team & wardens Meeting
Diocesan Synod
8.30am Morning Prayer at Yatton
11.00am St Luke the Evangelist Communion Pixley
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Much Marcle PCC
Aylton Christmas Fayre in The Feathers Ledbury

Bible Study Group

Prayer Group

Much Marcle Beta Group

Wellington Heath
10.00am Tuesdays

Every Monday 12 Noon
PUTLEY Church

8th ,22nd October * 5th 19th November
Details from Rev Howard Mayell
Tel: 07906841893

Every Wednesday 9.30am
Christ Church
Wellington Heath

9th, 23rd October and 20th November
Details from Rev Howard Mayell
Tel: 07906841893
or
Andrew Bentley-Taylor
Tel: 07989607995

Events at Hereford Cathedral during October
Saturday 5th Royal School of Church Music Annual Festival. An extended Choral Evensong sung by a choir of over 300 members of the RSCM. All welcome. 5.30 pm
Monday 7th Autumn party. A lunch hosted by Debra & Oliver Tritton and with guest speaker Tamsin Westhorpe, editor of the
English Garden magazine on her job as an editor of a national gardening magazine. Munsley, near Ledbury. Please contact the
Perpetual Trust office for further details (01432 374261).
Tuesday 8th Mental Health: Life & Learning @ Hereford Cathedral Dr Rachel Jenkins, Professor Emeritus of Epidemiology and
International Mental Health policy at King‘s College, London and formerly Director of the World Health organisation‘s Collaborating
Centre at the Institute of Psychiatry, will lead thinking about issues concerning metal health of the population and why attitudes
towards it are of vital concern today. 01432 374226 to reserve a place. 7 pm
Friday 11th Military Wives Choir. A concert in support of the welfare work in Herefordshire of SSFA, the Royal British Legion,
and the ABF the Soldiers Charity. The Marches Military Wives Choir, choirs of Herefordshire Cathedral & Tarrington Brass. Tickets
from the Cathedral Shop.
Sunday 13th Shrieval service. The annual service hosted by the High Sheriff of Herefordshire to mark the work of the Judiciary
and Magistracy. All welcome. 3.30 pm
Sunday 13th The Evening Hour. A service of prayer for healing and wholeness, with words and music from Iona and Taizé and
time for quiet reflection; all are welcome. The service is held on the second Sunday of each month. 5.30 pm
Sunday 20th BBC Radio 4‘s Sunday Worship broadcast. Broadcast live from Hereford Cathedral. If you are joining us at the
cathedral for the service please be seated by 8 am. Available on the BBC iplayer for the week following the service. 8.10 am
Tuesday 22nd Pre-Choir Tour concert. A concert of music to be performed on the cathedral choir on their forthcoming tour of
the US when they‘ll visit Washington DC, New York State, Connecticut and Tennessee. All welcome: donations to tour fund. 7 pm
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Letter from Reverend Howard Mayell
Dear Friends

If only life were that easy there would be no stress or
anxiety, no need for psychiatrists or therapists for all
would be comfortable with who they are and where they
are.

It hardly seems right or proper to have any
complaints about the summer of 2013, however I suspect that there are a fair few folk
across the country who would do so. This
seems to be a trait of human nature, having something
to grumble about is like a safety valve that kicks in before
we reach a state of going over the top into possible
violence.

In the real world most people struggle with one situation
after another and seek very often just to survive! This is
not what God desires for anyone; for he loves all and
wants people to know just how much he does care for
them.

Getting back to the summer, it was from my perspective
a good one in so far as when I was on leave the sun was
for the most part shining. Now as we move into autumn,
with the prospect of winter looming before us the mind
switches from what was to what may be.

The role of the church therefore is to express God‘s love
to everyone we meet and know, not because we like a
particular individual or believe that they are ‗good‘ our
calling is also to reach those who we would not perhaps
generally mix with. That we should reach out to all
There is one certainty that confronts us all, and that is
people no matter their background or belief is simply a
that we all at some point reach the gateway to heaven or response to the command to us from Jesus himself that
hell; the soldier having already been at the latter by
we should go and make disciples of all nations. As he has
dint of what that profession can bring must have a better no favourites, and there is not any person he considers
than even chance of the former [by way of recompense
outside the remit of his love so also we should be as
perhaps]. Next month we take time out to remember the open and accepting of others for in God‘s sight we are
sacrifice of many in previous generations and indeed in
also in the same boat as everyone else, that is sinners in
our own who have either died or suffered terrible injury need of his forgiveness and love.
in the service of this nation.
As St Paul wrote, all have sinned and fallen short of the
As the people of God all Christians are also on active
glory of God, yet our heavenly Father is not of a mind to
service, the prince of this world is Satan and he does his leave this separation a fact for eternity so to change the
level best to promote chaos, apathy and evil in order to
situation he sent his son Jesus to show the world just
keep humanity from their true birthright in the Kingdom
how much he loves us. Jesus is the first fruits of the
of Heaven; the role of the church is to stand up to such
family of God, and we through him are privileged to be in
things [but only in the strength and guidance of Almighty the family and inheritors of the Heavenly Kingdom.
God]. There is no room for complacency, no time to rest We will be celebrating in this season the joy of the
on ones laurels, to feel content with how things are either
harvest and this is a reflection of God‘s care and concern
in the church, the nation or the world.
for us. As you perhaps rejoice in one of the many church
What many believers lack however is the confidence, the celebrations that will be happening, take time out to think
holy boldness necessary to stand up to evil and so there of those whom God loves yet are outside of your comfort
is a hiding away, or a deliberate ignoring of the facts that zone and ask Him to help you help them and show them
are there like the child that covers their eyes believing
the love he has for them.
that if they cannot see you then you cannot see them,
Yours in Christ Jesus
they believe that by ignoring the facts they will in some
Howard
miraculous way just disappear.

BELL RINGING PRACTICE DATES AND
TIMES
Sat 5th - Wedding - ringing starts at 11:30am

Weddings in September

Sat 5th - Visiting Band - ringing 2:45-3:45pm
Sat 12th and Sun 13th - Big Apple - Tower open from
about 11am-5pm

7th September
Mark William Evans - Irene Caron Baker

Sat 19th - Wedding - ringing starts at 11:30am

28th September
Oscar Samson Wright - Kellie Marie Bucher

St Bartholomew’s AUTUMN ALPHA GROUP
Come and learn more about your Faith
The Alpha Course
Tuesdays7.30pm at the Haywain Barn,Hellens, Much
Marcle

28th September
Timothy John Hill - Hollie Jane Williams

Are you interested?: If so please contact:
Andrew Bentley-Taylor on 10531 660261
LIFE IS WORTH EXPLORING
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Computer hints ‘n’ tips

from Carol Smith

Beware of these two telephone scams.

The first is a ‗phone call telling you that your
―computer is sending out error messages‖. The caller usually claims to be calling
from Windows‖. A friend almost fell for this recently
and spent over an hour on the phone – mercifully she
became suspicious when they told her they would need
to remove her anti-virus software. The caller will ask for
remote access to your computer and will pretend to start
fixing the errors. Finally, of course, they start asking for
money. Your computer doesn‘t ―send out‖ error
messages and the caller has no way of knowing who you
are or even if you own a computer.

The other scam is related to your bank cards. Someone
‗phones claiming to be from your bank‘s fraud department. They know who you are and where you are and try
to convince you that you need to allow them to collect
your bank card – for which they will send a
―courier‖. You are told you can phone back to verify the
call, but they stay on the line and answer your call themselves. If you get this call, put the phone down. If you
are concerned there might be a problem with your bank
cards, use ANOTHER line to call your bank‘s real number
to check the call. If they phone you on your landline, use
your mobile or a friend‘s phone line to call your bank.

Much Marcle Parish Council Meeting 4th September 2013
WARD MEMBER REPORT
Old Gore Ward Member Councillor Barry Durkin reported
that Balfour Beatty had taken over from Amey, for
Herefordshire council. Hoarwithy Bridge is now open after extensive work being done. Herefordshire is underfunded by roughly £35million per year. This issue is to be
raised in Parliament.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED






NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The first Neighbourhood Plan Working Party meeting will
take place at Much Marcle Memorial Hall on Wednesday
18th September at 7 30 pm. This meeting will be to look
at the formation of the working party and to elect a
Chairman.



Provision of a therapy room at Much Marcle C of E
Primary School. No objections raised.
Subdivision of The Row Much Marcle. No objections
raised.
Removal of Apple tree at Monkswalk Cottage.
Comment: Tree is part of the old orchard and should
be protected and not removed.
New Normandy Proposed Ground Floor Extension to
replace existing lean to/conservatory. No objections
raised.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wed. 2nd October to
be held in Much Marcle Memorial hall at 7 30pm.

How Would YOU Like To Discuss ‘The Elephant’ In The Village?
The good news is that Much Marcle appears to no longer
be on the list of potential fracking sites. In my opinion
this is a very welcome development, but it does not give
any comfort to people living in Fownhope, Eastnor or any
of the other villages around the country that are still
facing the possibility. Nor does it change the difficulties
we are all facing regarding energy – where we get it
from, what type to use, can we afford it, supply, demand
and the consequences of our choices for ourselves, our
children and the local and global environment.
Since our village was mentioned as a potential fracking
site I have been thinking of ways that we could broaden
our understanding of fracking and the many associated

energy issues. I have wondered about showing videos,
having gatherings where people can share their concerns
and discuss the issues or having a speaker to come and
talk to us. Various people in the village have suggested
that I ask you, the village people, what you would like.
So - How would you like to look at these important
questions? Is there a small group of people in the village
who would like to get together to raise awareness?
Please contact me with your thoughts and suggestions on
cathy@monkley.co.uk or 660302 if you don‘t have email.
Thank you.
Cathy Monkley
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Neighbourhood Watch news and advice
Enhanced Role For Police Community Support  Be extra vigilant of tankers or large vehicles close to
Officers Across Warwickshire & West Mercia
your property. Note down any suspicious vehicles'

Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in
Warwickshire and West Mercia will have new
powers and will be working longer hours. 333 PCSOs will
now be employed by Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police. They will form a key part of safer neighbourhood teams, working alongside police officers and
specials. 30 of the PCSOs will be based specifically within
secondary schools as part of the forces‘ Safer Schools
Programme. There are currently 20 standard powers for
PCSOs and 21 discretionary powers that can be designated by a chief constable. There are also a number of
fixed penalty notices for disorder that can be issued by a
PCSO.
Following feedback from communities and consultation
with PCSOs, the chief constables have granted ten additional powers to PCSOs. These range from the power to
detain (without the use of force), the power to search for
drugs, powers relating to truancy and to deal with traffic
obstruction offences. PCSOs have also been granted the
powers to issue fixed penalty notices for a range of
alcohol related offences. As part of the changes, the
hours a PCSO can work are also being extended - they
can now be deployed until midnight. All PCSOs have
completed training to prepare them to use their new
powers.

registration numbers and report them to the police.
 If your tank is located in an outbuilding, ensure it is
kept locked and secured at all times.
 Remove any empty containers or drums from the
immediate area as they could draw attention to your oil
tank.
 Deter thieves from entering your property by installing
and using lockable gates and by maintaining boundaries
and perimeter fencing.
There are building and safety regulations which apply to
the siting and enclosure of tanks, including the distance
of camouflage fencing or trellis.
Always consult OFTEC (Oil Firing Technical Association) at
www.oftec.org .More information can be found in the
Home and Garden Security section of the Advice Centre
on our force website: www.westmercia.police.uk.
Distraction burglaries
Police want to remind people of the need to be vigilant
and not to let strangers into their homes, however
convincing they are. Residents are also reminded there is
no such organisation as the ―water board,‖ and bona fide
employees of utility companies will carry identification.
Many such companies also offer a password scheme.

West Mercia's ‗Knock Knock‘ campaign aims to raise
awareness about the security measures people should
take before they let any strangers into their home:
 Door chains should be used while ID badges are carefully checked, and genuine callers will not mind waiting
―PCSOs are firmly established both within the police
while this is done. If householders have any doubts
service and communities and are highly valued by both
about a caller‘s identity, they should not let them in.
forces as a visible local presence within our safer
 Neighbours can help by keeping an eye on people
neighbourhood teams‖.
calling in the area or acting suspiciously, including
Oil Theft
noting any registration numbers of vehicles.

Anything suspicious should be reported to police immeHints and tips to help reduce the chances of heating oil
diately, preferably while the people are still in the area.
being stolen from your property.
For further information about preventing distraction bur Plant shrubs or install fences to hide your tank from
view. This is especially important if you live close to the glaries and the Knock Knock campaign, please visit the
road although heating oil theft has also been known to force website at www.westmercia.police.uk
occur at secluded properties with long drives.
EMERGENCY 999 NORMAL REPORTS 101
 Remember to check your tank's oil levels on a regular
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111
basis.
EMAIL: rossonwyerural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 Install an alarm which will sound if the oil levels
The members of your Local Policing Team are:
suddenly drop in your tank.
Sgt Dan Pilkington
 Where possible, install security lighting that covers your
PC 3202 Richard Barradale-Smith
CSO 7131 Lisa Austin - Mobile: 07970 602441
tank and the immediate surrounding area.
CSO 6324 Carol Marsh Mobile: 07971 642862
 If your tank is openly accessible to all, consider re-siting
CSO 6106 Alison Dore - Mobile: 07970 602441
it to an area or building where it is better protected.
Gareth Morgan, Assistant Chief Constable and Lead for
Local Policing at Warwickshire Police and West Mercia
Police said:

Ledbury Funeral Services
Local independent service for all your funeral arrangements
Traditional and Contemporary funerals arranged
Day and Night Service.... Chapel of Rest
Contact Hilary Jones to discuss your personal requirements

132 The Homend Ledbury HR8 1BZ 01531 633388
e.mail : ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com
www.ledburyfunerals.co.uk
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Seasonal Recipes

by Alison Taylor ( Taylorapt2@aol.com)

October brings Big Apple round again so I have apple recipes for you to try.
This chutney is made in the microwave which I find useful as the kitchen is not overpowered by the smell of vinegar !! However if
you don‘t have a microwave boil it in the usual way. It will mature nicely for Christmas or can be used after a few weeks.
APPLE MINT CHUTNEY (makes approx. 3 x 1lb jars)
Ingredients

Method

1. Place the apples and tomatoes into a large microwavable bowl, cover and cook on
HIGH for 6 minutes. Stir then cook for about another 6minutes or until the apples
begin to soften.
200g (8oz) skinned chopped tomatoes
2.
Place the vinegar, sugar and spices into a large jug and heat for approximately
200g (8oz) soft brown sugar
4 minutes. Stir to dissolve the sugar reheating if needed.
½ teaspoon of mixed spice
3. Pour the vinegar over the apples, add the sultanas and microwave on HIGH for
2 teaspoons of ground ginger
approx. 15 to 20 minutes, uncovered, stirring at intervals. It is ready when a spoon
200g (8oz) sultanas or raisins
drawn through leaves a trail and doesn‘t immediately fill with liquid. It will thicken on
25g (1oz) chopped fresh mint
cooling.
4. Pot and label in usual way.
1 kg (2lb) cooking apples, chopped
300ml (½pt.) spiced or malt vinegar

If the microwave smells of the chutney after cooking, place ½ lemon or use the left over lemon shell from the recipe below, into a
small bowl. Cover with water and heat in the microwave for a minute or so. Leave in the microwave for a few minutes.
MALVERN PUDDING
Some time ago I heard a discussion on BBC Hereford and Worcester about a recipe for Malvern Pudding. It rang a bell with so I
looked through all my recipe books as I was sure I had it somewhere. I couldn‘t find it. However, I did come across it on a
scrappy bit of paper in my recipe box from years ago. It must be at least 20 years old and I have no idea where I got it from !!
Ingredients

Method

500g (1lb) cooking apples, cored peeled & sliced
25g (1oz) sugar
1 lemon, zest & juice
1 egg
350ml (¾pt.) milk

1.

Place the sliced apples in a saucepan with 1 tablsp lemon juice
& the zest. Cover and stew. Add sugar to taste with any
remaining lemon juice if liked. This can be done in microwave.
Put the stewed apples in the base of a shallow dish or use
individual ones. Make a sauce using the flour, sugar and milk.
Cool slightly then beat in the egg. Pour over the apples and
sprinkle over the Demerara sugar. Dot with butter and grill
until caramelised.
Serve immediately.

2.

25g (1oz) sugar
25g (1oz) flour
50g (2oz) Demerara sugar mixed with ½ teasp cinnamon
Knob butter

3.

If you wanted a ―jazzed up ―version I have adapted the recipe!!
1.

Melt 25g butter and 2 tblsp soft brown sugar in a pan. Add the
peeled, thinly sliced apples and cook until tender.
Make the sauce using half milk and half single cream, add a
few drops of vanilla essence and a tblsp brandy.
Divide the apples between 4-5 individual dishes and pour over
the sauce. Sprinkle over the sugar and cinnamon and chill until
served.

2.
3.

The weather recorded

by Eric Ward
JULY

RAIN

Total for month

60.0mm

55.3 mm
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Number of days with rain
Wettest day
TEMPERATURE

27th
Warmest day

Coldest night

AUGUST

18 th
4 th

27.0 mm

5th

(16.0 mm)

29.0 deg C

28.0 deg C

(1st)

9.6 deg C

10.0 deg C

(28th)

Lowest maximum

19.9 deg C

2nd

18.0 deg C (31st)

Highest minimum

9.6 deg C

4th

17.5 deg C

12

(1st )

To advertise here
contact
Brian Morgan
01531 660222
or
email:
brianmorgan25@gmail.com
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Home services

To advertise here
contact
Brian Morgan
01531 660222
or
email:
brianmorgan25@gmail.com
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Home services
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Hereford Police Station
Crime Prevention Manager
PC Charles NAYLOR
0300 333 3000
ROSS-ON-WYE POLICE
0300 333 3000
PC R Barradale-Smith
Mobile: 07811 131525

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
John Finnigan
Police Liaison Co-ordinator
01531 660419

LEDBURY POLICE
0300 333 3000
PC Ashlyn Dunlop Ledbury Town
Mobile: 07814 554496
Community Support Officers
Heather Mika (Town)
David Alexander (Rural)
Mobile for both: 07970 602338

Community Support Officers
Lisa Austin/Alison Dore
Mobile: 07970 602441

LOCAL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Electricity
(Emergency)
Gas (Emergency)
Water (Emergency)

08457 331 331
0800 111 999
0800 052 0130

AA Breakdown
RAC Breakdown

0800 88 77 66
0800 82 82 82

Citizens Advice
 Malvern




Hereford

0870 126 4091
01684 563611

Ledbury Doctors
St Katherines,
01531
Market Surgery,
01531
Fownhope Surgery 01432
Herefordshire Council
Main Switchboard
01432
Herefordshire Info
01432
Ledbury Library
01531

01432 266456

Ross-on-Wye 01989 566346
Hospitals
 Ledbury
01531 632488



Hereford

01432 355444

633271
632423
860235
260000
260500
632133

LOCAL ORGANISATION CONTACT DETAILS
Pastoral Care
Team Ministry Office:
Rev Howard Mayell:

Church Wardens:
Marcle Richard Brooks:
Yatton John Reed
Treasurer of the PCC

01531 631531
07906 841893
01531 660241
01989 780439

Andrew Bentley-Taylor

01531 660261

Julia Oulton:

01531 660317

Acting Minuting Secretary of the PCC
The Friends of St Bartholomew’s

Chairman Rosalind Barker 01989 740614
Secretary John Chapman 01531 660664

Much Marcle Parish Councillors

Graham Baker:
01531 660323
John Blandford:
01531 660254
Roger Cotton:
01531 660636
Alison Taylor:
01531 670342
Brian Morgan:
01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com
David Powell:
01531 660220
Frank Powell:
01531 660236
email: FJP12957@btinternet.com
Elliot Thomas:
email: dianne.cox@westons-cider.co.uk
Tim Weston:
01531 660633
email: tim.weston@westons-cider.co.uk

Clerk to Much Marcle Parish Council
Diane Baldwin:

01531 650885

Yatton Parish Councillors
Mr J Clark:
Mr A Cotton:
Mr J Nicholas:

01531 660275
01989 740645
01531 660294

The Mercury Team

Editor & Production

Clerk to Yatton Parish Council

Jacqueline Riley 01531670321
email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com

Liz Parry-Jones:
email: lizparryjones@hotmail.co.uk

Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Bookings and Treasurer:
Jenny Preece:
Chair: Joy Brooks
Vice-Chair:
Darren Farnell

Jubilee Club

Treasurer & Distribution

01531 660408
01531 660308

Margaret Adams 01531 660616
email: adams.david587@gmail.com

01531 660450

Advertising & Sponsorship

Chair:Joyce Phillips
Secretary:Jean Nowell

01531 636822
01531 660691

Lynne & Danielle Bowers:

01531 660201

Adam Cale:

01531 660736

Jenny Preece:

01531 660408

Andy Smith

01531 660253

Chris Brandon-White

01531 640228

Valerie Richards

01531 660447

Brian Morgan 01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com

Much Marcle Amateur Dramatic Society

Photographs
David Mocatta 01531 660439
email: dandcmocatta@tiscali.co.uk

Bellringing – Tower Captain

Much Marcle Badminton Club
Folk Club

Much Marcle Gardeners Club
WI Secretary:

LEDBURY RAILWAY STATION

Mercury is put together the 3rd week of
the month.
Copy, etc, can be left at
Much Marcle Shop or emailed to the editor.

National Rail Enquiries: 08457 484950
(24 hr) or www.nationalrail.co.uk
Live departure board:
Train tracker 0871 200 4950

For detailed information go to the website:
http://www.ledbury.plus.com

Engineering work may affect times. Check before you travel .

Every care is taken in preparing this newsletter for publication, and strenuous efforts are made to check the accuracy of information
contained in it. However, no responsibility can be accepted for inaccuracies that may occur.
Printed by Express Printing c/o Lonsdale Print Solutions Ltd, Denington Estate, Wellingborough NN8 2RA
Tel: 01933 228855 Fax: 01933 440132 email: enquiries@expressprinting.co.uk

GRAHAM BAKER MOTORS
24 hour RECOVERY SERVICE

AA & RAC APPROVED

THE FORGE, RUSHALL, MUCH MARCLE
near LEDBURY
Tel: 01531 660259 Fax: 01531 660695

 Full workshop service with crypton tuner

 Unipart Car Care Centre

 Insurance co approved

 Free fit tyres and exhausts

 Full body repair with low bake and body

 Backed by Nationwide

 Courtesy car supplied

 Air conditioning

jig facility

Guarantee
Personal Service – Open 7 days a week
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