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A ‘steaming’ summer at last !

Scenes from this year’s Much Marcle Steam Rally held on 20th and 21st July. Last year’s event was cancelled .

In this month’s Mercury..
Yes, at last we have had a proper summer .... read
about the various local events that have been held.

Use some of your autumn vegetables.... more
delicious recipes from Alison Taylor on page 12.

The Much Marcle Art Group goes from strength to
strength .... read about their first exhibition on page 3.

Carol Smith and her latest technical advice .......
More on page 11 to help with security.

More tower talk .... Danielle Bowers interviews Adam
Cale, the tower captain, on page 6

Fracking, fouling and finding .... All will be explained
on page 10

Deadline for next month‟s contributions will be 15th September.
Email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com - or copy can be left at Much Marcle Shop

What’s on in September and October
September
4th Wed
6th Friday
7th Sat
12th Thurs
20th Fri
24th Tues

Line Dacing starts. Advert below.
Jazz evening in MMM Hall. Advert below.
Hellens Concert. Page 4.
Homme House walk and talk. Page 10.
Harvest Festival Yatton 7.30pm. Page 9
Alpha Course Supper. Page 9

October
3rd Thurs Last public HouseTour of Hellens.
12th –13th Big Apple Weekend.
23rd Wed
Talk. From Bewdley to Beijing. Page 10.
For Church Services see page 8.
Hereford Cathedral events—see church pages page 8.

Mercury regular features
Church News and Activities Page 8/9
Recipes
Page 12
Weather
Page 12

Jubilee Club News
Gardening tips
Classified Ads

Page 5
Page 5
13,14,15

Parish Council news
Useful information

Page 11
Back Page

Regular events at Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Weekly
Tuesday 8pm Badminton Jenny Preece 01531 660408
Weds 6 - 7pm Brownies N. Johnson 01531 660757
Weds (except the 4th Wed in each month) Short Mat
Bowls from 7.30 - 9pm. Contact Joy Brooks 01531 660308
Thurs 10-11am Coolmoves Pilates Class (just turn up)
Thurs 2-4 pm Art and Craft Club contact Andy Smith for
meeting details 01531 660253
Thurs 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Rachel Pritchard 07967 213431
Thursday 7 –8.30 Bell ringing at St Bartholomew‘s
Friday 9-11.30 am Happy Apples Toddler Group Julie
Simpson 01989 740369
Mon evenings 7.30—8.15 Zumba (Just turn up).

Monthly
Gardeners’ Club on third Tuesday of month at 7.30pm
Chris Brandon-White 01531 640228
WI meet on the fourth Wednesday of month at
7.30pm Valerie Richards 01531 660447
Jubilee Club on second Tuesday of month at 2.30pm
Jean Nowell 01531 660691
Line Dancing first Wednesday of the month. 7.30—
9.30.
Folk Club various venues. Contact Andy Smith for details
01531 660253

Please would all club/group organisers check that their details in the
‘Regular Events’ section above are correct.
Please email the editor with any amendments: jriley.mercury@gmail.com

JAZZ EVENING
on

LINE DANCING

Fri 6th Sept at 8pm
Tickets £8

Resumes on Wednesday September 4th
In the Memorial Hall from 7.30—9.30
£5.00 a head

It will be a duo (sax & piano) so not
too noisy, but should be
a good evening.
Tickets from the Post Office.

For more information contact Dev on:
01432 870383 or 07813537669
Why not give it a try? It’s great exercise
for the body and mind.
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The Much Marcle Art Group Exhibition
The Weaver‘s Gallery in Church Street, Ledbury was the ideal
location for the Much Marcle Art Group‘s first ever exhibition
which was held during the last week in July.

On arrival visitors were handed a card on which they were
asked to nominate their favourite picture. The winner was
‗Towards the Light‘ by Gill Mc Bride .

This picturesque setting in Church Street attracted 302 visitors
to the exhibition who came from all over the world including
Austria, France, the U.S.A., Australia, Canada and from all areas
of the United Kingdom. Comments in the visitor Book expressed
delight, amazement and praise for the group‘s work.

The Art Group meetings will be restarting in the Autumn and
would welcome new members. Meetings are held in the
Memorial Hall on Thursday afternoons. Please contact Andy
Smith 01531 660253 for more information.

No pressure, no tuition or lessons....just like minded
people doing whatever suits them best.

Andy Smith reports that the event was a great success and well
worth holding. The exhibition even had a ‘best in show‘ vote.

One visitor admiring the art work at Much Marcle’s Art Group Exhibition at the Weaver’s Gallery

Memorial Hall Update
Thanks to a grant from the Big Lottery Fund the Memorial Hall
is now able to offer a full audio/visual system. This will provide
a facility for showing films, giving illustrated talks, delivering
laptop presentations etc. The new sound system, which
includes a hearing loop, roving microphone and four speakers,
will mean everyone, wherever they are sitting in the room, will
be able to hear. There will obviously be an extra charge for
hiring this equipment - however the Hall management committee have agreed that there will be a discounted rate for those
residing in the Parish who wish to use it.

Our thanks also go to Scott Fleming who has donated a
projector for use in the Bob Dallow room.
A free film evening is being planned when parishioners can
come and experience the new system for themselves. Watch
this space for the date!
These additions will certainly enhance what is already a great
facility for the village, please give it your support.

MUCH MARCLE MEMORIAL HALL
Bob Dallow Room and Main Hall
Available to hire for weddings, parties, meetings & club activities

Concessions negotiable for regular users
For detailed information contact Jenny Preece on 01531 660408
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Mercury
is generously
sponsored by
Much Marcle Parish
Council

Summer report from Much Marcle Women’s Institute
Meeting on 26th June in the Memorial Hall

hobbies, rather than necessary occupations, as in bygone days.

This was a very interesting and lively meeting.
Margaret Holmes ‗Ledbury‘s Bag Lady‘ entertained us
with her talk on ‗Wartime Woollies‘. She circulated
several wartime knitting patterns and showed us
examples of her knitting using these patterns . She described
how knitting and sewing were essential skills for housewives
from the First World War until the end of the post war recovery
in the 1950s. These were the times when women were knitting
gloves, socks, scarves and balaclavas for the troops besides
making garments for their own families. It was also the era of
‗make do and mend‘ during rationing whilst there was a shortage of clothes. Her talk brought forth many reminiscences from
members, many of whom had learnt to knit from an early age.
Some remembered holding skeins of wool whilst it was wound
into balls and knitting socks and gloves using four needles. At
some schools boys were taught to knit alongside the girls.
Margaret described today‘s ‗lost generation‘ of women who are
unable to knit and sew but explained that this was the
beginning to change as these skills were now being taken up as

Meeting held on 24 July, 2013 at Dragon Ochard, Putley
What a lovely evening for our picnic at Dragon Orchard. It was
slightly cooler than it had been over the past couple of weeks.
We all sat in the Big Hug, (see photograph below) an almost
semicircular raised edifice made from hay bales plastered over
with cob. It was an ideal place for us to look out over the
orchard whilst chatting, munching and drinking. It was good to
be able to enjoy yet another fine evening outside and something to remember when the long winter nights set in.
Dragon Orchard is home to Once Upon a Tree, the company
that won ―Best Drinks Producer‖ in the BBC Food and Farming
Awards for 2012. The fruit grown in the orchard is used to
produce cider, perry and apple juice. The trees were heavily
laden with apples and we also saw quince and plum trees.
There are poems attached to some of the trees and we explored
the orchard looking out for these. Our grateful thanks go to the
Stanier family, who so kindly allowed us to use their orchard for
our July meeting.

the rainforests of South America in the year 1717,
Saturday 7th September – 'The Imperfect Pearl' and the discovery of his music in Bolivia in 1972.
Mark Latimer's Fairy Tale on the Life and Music Mark Latimer is soon to be featured in a new BBC4
documentary on his friend and mentor, the legendary
of Domenico Zipoli
pianist John Ogdon.
The Great Barn, Hellens
For more information on The Imperfect Pearl,
and
for tickets please contact Heulwen Phillips,
Sat. 7th September7:30 pm
07772 662159, heulwen@heulwenphillips.com
Tickets: £12.50
www.perolabarroca.com

EVENTS at HELLENS

For more than 200 years the life
and music of Italian composer Domenico Zipoli was
shrouded in mystery. This is a specially written
story based on the fragments gathered of one man's
journey from the music salons of Rome to

******************************
Thursday 3rd October
Last Public House Tours.
House closes for the Season

H E L L E N S “The Jewel in the Crown of Herefordshire Homes”

Country Living

Open for guided tours from Easter Sunday to end of September - Weds, Thurs, Sun & Bank Holidays
at 2, 3 & 4pm, otherwise by appointment

The newly restored Great and Haywain Barns (Grade II Starred) are also available
for hiring for business, leisure and social functions
Curator: Mr Nicholas Stephens

Telephone 01531 660504

The Pennington-Mellor-Munthe Charity Trust (Reg. No. 283266)
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www.hellensmanor.com

Gwynnes Hill Farm Open Garden event on Sunday 11th August
Chris and Julia Oulton worked very hard to welcome us to their
garden – it was immaculate. Julia was worried not many people
would come, but it was a beautiful sunny, warm day and people
came in droves.

were truly amazing, as was the fruit garden. Thoughtful planting of shrubs, herbaceous and climbing plants has created many
different areas to enjoy, including a magnificent wisteria to
provide a shady spot.

There was plenty for everyone to enjoy. For a start, they have
a fantastic view from the Malverns, across to the Cotswolds, and
round to May Hill from a beautifully laid out terrace and lawn.
We could meet their charming Welsh black sheep, and their
poultry. We could wander through the woodland walk, imaginatively created to screen a road and farm buildings. There was
much to marvel at in the vegetable garden, with its extensive
raised beds, four massive compost bins (one of which housed a
flourishing squash and another a grass snake), greenhouses
and cold frames. The surrounding cordons of apples and pears

Chris and Julia‘s garden is a true demonstration of how to be
self-sufficient in fruit and vegetables. The guide book they
thoughtfully provided gave the varieties of fruit trees, their
rotation plan for their vegetables, and the species planted in
their woodland, invaluable if you want to learn from them.
Teas and cake were also available, and there was a raffle. It
was a very enjoyable (and, for me, inspiring) afternoon. Thank
you, Chris and Julia, for sharing your lovely ―estate‖ with us.
Rosalind Barker

Thank you to everyone who attended our Open Garden on 11 August in aid of the Yatton Roof Fund.
We raised an astonishing £800! Friends and parishioners were very generous in the supply of cakes
for the teas and plants for our stall. Many people who could not attend, gave donations. The raffle
prize, a meal for two at Gwynnes Hill Farm using all our own produce (including lamb from our Black
Welsh Mountain flock), was won by Jenny Preece.
Julia Oulton

Jubilee Club News
News—
—August Meeting
Just ten of us travelled by car the short distance to Wilton
Castle for a conducted tour and a lovely tea provided by the
Our next meeting, the AGM, is in Much Marcle Memorial
owners. I must also mention their two dogs who welcomed us
Hall at 2.30 pm on September 10th.
warmly and appeared to listen to every word of Alan's presentation with wrapt attention. At £6 a head, The Jubilee Club can
Jean Nowell
recommend this as an outing, and by the way, how many of
you know where Wilton Castle is exactly?

News from St. Bartholomew’s Church
There is a change of date for the Harvest Festival and Lunch. It Big Apple and would be pleased to receive donations of cakes,
will now be held on the 27th October. Please make a note in
preserves and fruit & vegetables etc to raise money for the
your diaries.
Blanche Mortimer Tomb Restoration Fund. There will be other
stalls at the church and we would be pleased to received
BIG APPLE 12TH & 13TH OCTOBER 2013
unwanted books or other small items. More information in the
The Fund Raising Circle will again be holding their produce stall October Mercury!
in the Bob Dallow Room at the Memorial Hall on both days of

News from the Friends of St. Bartholomew’s Church
We are working to produce a Christmas card, showing a winter
view of St Bartholomew‘s church, which should be available in
October.

Also a future event: WINE AND CHEESE TASTING
EVENT – November - in the Memorial Hall. Details in
next Mercury.

Details will be in next month‘s Mercury, or contact Rosalind
Barker 01989 740614, John Angell 01531 660630, or John
Chapman 01531 660664.

JOHN GOODWIN FRICS

CHARTERED SURVEYOR : AUCTIONEER : VALUER
ESTATE AGENT

A Personal Service in the Sale, Letting and Management of Agricultural, Commercial and Residential Property

3-5 New St, Ledbury
HR8 2DX

Walwyn Rd, Colwall
WR13 6QG

13 Worcester Rd, Malvern
WR14 4QY

9 High St, Upton-on-Severn
WR8 0HJ

Tel: 01531 634648

Tel: 01684 540300

Tel: 01684 892809

Tel: 01684 593125
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Tower Talk

Danielle Bowers interviews Adam Cale, Tower Captain of St Bartholomew’s Church

How long have you been a ringer?

What is your favourite method to ring?

I first started ringing at about 10 years old, and
stopped at about 14 when I discovered beer,
women and motorbikes. 10 is probably a good age
to start but, really, you‘re never too old to learn.

I like Stedman Doubles – it always seems such a clever and
logical pattern, and rung well, it‘s fantastic. It was invented by
one of the most famous of all ringers, Fabian Stedman, who
was born in 1640 at Yarkhill in Herefordshire, where his father
was the rector. He became apprenticed to a printer in London at
the age of 15, and while in London he became an expert ringer,
just at the time that English change-ringing was taking off. He
devised the system of ‗double-changes‘ (method ringing) that is
used throughout the world today, and wrote one of the earliest
books about ringing, called Campanalogia, describing his
invention.

Where did you learn to ring?
I started ringing at St John the Baptist in Suckley, where I grew
up. My grandfather lived his whole life there, and bell-ringing
was a family tradition – my father and grandfather also rang.
My uncle in Australia would love to ring again but can‘t, as
Australia only has a few towers, but on his last visit over here
he came and had a go, after a gap of nearly 50 years! He
picked it up again straight away – it‘s a bit like riding a bike in
that sense. When I started ringing at Marcle seven years ago, I
hadn‘t rung for about 24 years, but after visiting the tower at
the Big Apple, I was asked by Roy, the tower captain, to go
along to the practices and help out.

What other towers have you rung at, and which was
your favourite?
I‘ve rung at lots of local towers – including Newent, Ledbury
and Tarrington - but Much Marcle‘s definitely my favourite. It‘s
always a pleasure to go up the tower. We have got such a
lovely set of bells – the visiting bands who come always tell us
how much they enjoy ringing them, and how special they are.
We‘re very lucky.

What does the job of ‘Tower Captain’ entail exactly?
What is the hardest part of the job?

What are the current priorities for the tower? What are
ringers fundraising for at the moment?

There is no hard part! It‘s all good fun. Essentially, being Tower
Captain means keeping the tower running smoothly. The maintenance of the bells is my responsibility – adjusting and splicing
worn ropes, checking the wooden stays, fixing clappers etc. I‘m
also the link with the PCC, and I oversee the tower finances. I
organise wedding and service ringing, and meet visiting bands.
I try to delegate some of these responsibilities, though.

Carpet! Our carpet at the moment is a real trip-hazard - it‘s
worn out and uneven and just looks awful. We‘ve been raising
funds through the Big Apple open tower weekend over three
years to fund a replacement, and have now chosen one to
match our green ringing tops, and the green-and-gold sallies on
our ropes. We have the usual on-going maintenance costs too –
we‘re going to need some new ropes in the next year or so, as
most of ours have already been spliced. They‘ll cost about £150
each. Then there are the unexpected expenses – for example,
last year we had the tenor clapper break just days before the
Big Apple festival, which we were to open with our usual
Quarter Peal attempt. We had to arrange a rapid replacement,
and drive to Birmingham to collect it, so that ringing could go
ahead as planned.

What do you enjoy most
about ringing?
The social side is important – the
company of people who, like me,
enjoy ringing. Once you get into
ringing, it‘s addictive; it‘s a
challenge like no other, and you
just want to get better and better
at it. You could spend your whole
life learning different methods –
you want to be able to turn up at
any tower, and be able to ring
whatever they suggest. I also like
to see the youngsters learning –
and the older generations too!

And finally, what is the special significance of the
number eight at weddings? You’ve only got six bells!
Well, 8 is my favourite number. When we ring the bells for
weddings, if the bride isn‘t there on time, we can‘t keep on
ringing for ever, especially if it‘s a hot day, so after eight
minutes we stop for a well-earned rest. We do look out of the
window, though, and start again just as she arrives. We don‘t
ring anything too complicated at weddings - not methods, but
just simple call changes, so we can make sure it sounds superb.

The following Farmers and Landowners from the Much Marcle environs
have sponsored this page of The Mercury:
C D & M G Blandford & Sons, J W & L M Clark, R A & S D Cotton,
Homme House Estate, New House Farm, David R Powell, J F J R Powell & Sons,
J D &c R J Nicholas, R J & F J Wilcox
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Much Marcle Steam Rally on Saturday 20th July.

Left to right, customers Mrs & Mr R.Wilkins of Bromyard, Friends of St Bartholomew members: Mr. John Prothero,
Angela Putley, John & Janet Chapman, & Liz Preece.

The plant and white elephant stall in aid of the Friends of Much Marcle Church.
The Friends would like to thank the committee of the Much Marcle Steam Rally for
donating the sales pitch, and all those persons who helped by donating items for sale
or supporting the stall in other ways. The total raised was £212.00

Seasonal Gardening tips

by Duseline Stewart

Looking round the garden, I'm impressed by the
performance of the hardy geraniums, especially
Alice Folkard (lime leaves and magenta flowers)
which is rambling around some paeonies, and
Bob's Blunder (pink flowers and chocolate leaves)
making good ground cover. Early flowering perennials can be divided now, when the ground is still
warm; shorten the leaves to encourage root growth and don't
take too many divisions to allow the plant to make a good
clump next year. If you sow hardy annuals now, they will make
sturdy plants for next year, and a few in pots will cheer up a
cold greenhouse in the late winter. Daffodil bulbs can be
planted now, but keep tulip bulbs till November to avoid tulip
fire.

light, but protects them from scorch. You can also take semiripe cuttings from deutzia, weigela, philadelphus and hydrangea. They need to be firm at the bottom (don't we all!) but still
growing at the tip.
My vegetable patch this season has been a disaster; rabbits
have found it a free canteen, and have left only spring onions
and some sprouting broccoli. Fortunately they didn't find my
climbing French beans which because, of their purple flowers, I
had planted in a flower border. So now there is space for
spinach, winter lettuce and round-seeded peas. Onion sets,
shallots and garlic are about to follow.
Last chance to summer prune fruit trees, and a good idea to cut
down fruited branches of raspberries and blackcurrants. But red
-and whitecurrants should have new wood shortened back.
Once the rain has thoroughly soaked the earth, a deep mulch
will ensure that next year's crop will benefit.

This is a good time to take cuttings of evergreens. Keep
them moist by putting them in a white plastic bag well sealed
until they have rooted. The white bag gives them plenty of

The Royal Oak Steakhouse & Pub, Much Marcle
01531 660300

Serving Food 7 Days a Week
Lovely Lunches

See www.royal-oak-inn.com for special offers
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SERVICES AT MUCH MARCLE & YATTON
Date

Service

Rotas

Readings

Sunday 1st Sept
9.30 am

14th Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 8th Sept
9.30 am

15th Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 15th Sept
9.30 am

16th Sunday after Trinity
Family Service
Much Marcle (HU)

Reader: Children
Flowers: P Voyce
Coffee: S & J Berry

Friday 20th Sept
19.30

Harvest Festival
Yatton

Reader: Various
Flowers:
Coffee: No Coffee

Sunday 22ndSept
9.30 am

17th Sunday after Trinity

Reader: T Roskill
Flowers: P Voyce
Coffee: W Diment & L Preece

1 Timothy 2 v 1-7
Luke 16 v 1-13

Sunday 29thSept
8.00 am

18th Sunday after Trinity

Reader: A Dobbyn
Flowers: No Coffee
Coffee: A & C Bentley-Taylor

Revelation 12 v 7-12
John 1 v 47-end

Sunday 6th Oct
9.30 am

19th Sunday after Trinity

Holy Communion
Yatton
(Elizabeth Reed)
Holy Communion
Much Marcle (Howard Mayell)

Holy Communion
Much Marcle (Elizabeth Reed)
Holy Communion
Much Marcle
Holy Communion
Yatton (Elizabeth Reed)

Reader: D Barry
Flowers: A Dobbyn
Coffee: A & C Bentley-Taylor

Hebrews 13 v 1-8,15-16
Luke 14 v 7-14

Reader: R Barker & D Heath
Flowers: A Dobbyn
Coffee: R Barker & D Heath

Philemon v 1-21
Luke 14 v 25-33

Reader: H Bodington
Flowers: P Stephens
Coffee: C & J Oulton

1 Timothy 1 v 12-17
Luke 15 v 1-10

2 Timothy 1 v 1-14
Luke 17 v 5-10

Rotas Rotas Rotas
In October I will be drawing up the 2014 rotas for sidesmen and
women, coffee and readers in both Much Marcle and Yatton as
well as the flower arrangers‘ rota at Yatton. If you are currently
on one of those rotas then I will assume that you are happy to
stay on unless you tell me otherwise. If you are not on a rota
but would like to be one also please let me know before the 1st
October.

out. This year we are going to separate the two roles so if you
would like to be a sidesperson and are not on the current list
please let me know.
Finally, a few years ago we had members of the congregation
taking responsibility for leading the prayers. We are considering
setting up a group and offering them training. So again, please
let me know if you are interested in this. My contact details are
croulton@gmail.com or 01531660317.

In 2013 we asked readers to act as sidemen, this meant that a
few people who liked being sidesmen but not readers were left

Chris Oulton

Bible Study Group

Prayer Group

Much Marcle Beta Group

Wellington Heath
10.00am Tuesdays

Every Monday 12 Noon
PUTLEY Church

10th, 24th September * 8th ,22nd October * 5th 19th November
Details from Rev Howard Mayell
Tel: 07906841893

Every Wednesday 9.30am
Christ Church
Wellington Heath

Details from Rev Howard Mayell
Tel: 07906841893
or
Andrew Bentley-Taylor
Tel: 07989607995

Events at Hereford Cathedral during September
SEPTEMBER Tuesday 3 Tuesday lunchtime organ concert Given by Amalie Fisher, Hereford. Projection from the organ loft onto a large
screen in the nave. Recitals weekly, other than 16 July. Come and enjoy lunch at the same time in the cloister café. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm
Saturday 7 Farewell service to Bishop Anthony The opportunity for the diocese to give thanks for the ministry of Bishop Anthony and to
say farewell to him and Kathy. All welcome. 3.30 pm
Sunday 8 The Evening Hour A service of prayer for healing and wholeness, with words and music from Iona and Taizé and time for quiet
reflection; all are welcome. The service is held on the second Sunday of each month. 5.30 pm
Monday 9 – Sunday 15 Remember-a-Charity week An annual awareness week to encourage more people to consider leaving a gift to
charity when writing a Will. www.rememberacharity.org.uk
Tuesday 10 Tuesday lunchtime organ concert Given by Laurence Lyndon-Jones, Coventry Cathedral. Projection from the organ loft onto a
large screen in the nave. Recitals weekly, other than 16 July. Come and enjoy lunch at the same time in the cloister café. 1.15-2 pm
Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 Festival of Churches weekend Churches and cathedrals in Herefordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire celebrating a programme of special events. www.festivalofchurches.co.uk
Tuesday 17 Lunchtime organ concert Given by Shaun Ward, St Laurence‘s Church, Ludlow. Projection from the organ loft onto a large
screen in the nave. Recitals weekly, other than 16 July. Come and enjoy lunch at the same time in the cloister café. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm
Wednesday BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong The Cathedral Choir will broadcast Evensong live on BBC Radio 3. If attending the service, please
be seated by 3.45 pm. The service is repeated on Radio 3 on the following Sunday (22 September) and is available for up to ten days on the BBC
iplayer. Service / broadcast 4 pm.
Saturday 21 Annual clay shoot Teams of four hosted by Ted & Tamsin Clive on the Whitfield Estate, Wormbridge. Please contact 01432
374261 to book teams. £100 per gun / £400 per team including lunch.
Sunday 22 Foundation Visit to St Weonards Church The Cathedral Choir will sing Choral Evensong at St Weonards. 5 pm
Tuesday 24 Lunchtime organ concert Given by Peter Dyke, Hereford Cathedral, featuring audience requests. Projection from the organ loft
onto a large screen in the nave. Recitals weekly. Come and enjoy lunch at the same time in the cloister café. Retiring collection. 1.15-2 pm
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Letter from Reverend Howard Mayell
Dear Friends
One of the perennial problems of church life is
the way in which we so easily get drawn into a
mentality that sees the church only in terms of
our own congregation and the building with which we are
familiar; after all we are among friends and perhaps our family
roots extend through many generations so that the churchyard
is full of our ancestors.

reason does not manage to contribute a reasonable amount
towards the overheads of the group there are those who would
suggest that the church in question should be closed, after all
they appear not to be able to cover the costs of maintaining
them particularly in respect of the ministry they require in order
to function properly.

It may well be that some of our parishes fail to meet the expectations on them in respect for example of parish share: now you
might think that has to be laid at the door to each individual
parish but to think in such a way is a failure to comprehend that
each of our churches relies on the rest to maintain the overall
status quo.

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another .
John 13 v 35

Even a small church that can manage, for example, £500 a year
towards the shared needs of the Team or Deanery concerned is
This attitude, whilst being totally understandable is very a plus and should be valued as such. If that church were
blinkered and does not take into account that we are
closed down the costs of ministry will not have diminished and
the body of Christ and therefore inextricably linked
therefore that £500 would then be spread across the remaining
together in relationship with Him.
churches concerned which for them would not be considered
One of the hymns in our dark green hymnbook is Bob Gillman‘s good news.
‘Bind us together, Lord’, that is a binding in love and faith, a What is required is a concerted effort to work together to meet
drawing together of the body of Christ to do the work that God the needs of all our parishes. To allow this to happen in a
requires of his people. It is an encouragement for us all to work constructive way does require openness, flexibility and a shared
together in consideration of each others needs, to support one
desire to promote the common good. The fact that your parish
another in the tasks that God has laid upon us with our time,
might be some miles from another should not be an excuse to
effort and of course in financial ways.
stand aside and watch them struggle, rather it should be a spur
It has to be said that unless we work on co-operation with one to action; to use gifts that you might have and they are lacking
another a number of consequences come into play, not least of in order to give them a lift in dealing with the issues they face.
Jesus said to the disciples and therefore to us that:
which could be the disintegration of the Anglican Communion.

However unless we show this love in action the world will both
deride and pity the church.

I encourage you therefore to take a wider view than perhaps
you have done up until now, to look beyond just your immediYears ago when I worked in a sales office and was undertaking ate parish/church to the needs and concerns of the church as a
a course in business finance I learnt that if you had a number of whole, and then after prayer and seeking after the will of God
factories and one of them on paper was not making a profit it
to step out and do all that is in your power to to build up the
was not always sensible to close that unit down as their contri- body of Christ in the whole area.
bution to the whole helped to keep the group profitable.
Yours in Christ Jesus
Now let us put that into the context of the church, if you have
Howard
ten equal sized churches and one of them for whatever the

Weddings from the church records
22nd
29th
29th
3rd
17th

Other events for your diary

June 2013
Timothy Robert Silk - Sonia March.
Gareth James Oversby - Rebecca Ann Simmons
Roger Martin Page - Mary Frances Monaghan
August
Kieran John Benton -Josephine Marie Driver
Jeremy Francis William Spencer - Alison Cross

2nd Sept
14th 15th
23rd Sept
25th Sept
29th Sept
7th Oct
10th Oct
14th Oct
18th Oct
10th Nov
13th Nov
14th Nov

St Bartholomew’s AUTUMN ALPHA GROUP
Come and learn more about your Faith
The Alpha Course begins with the Alpha Supper on
Tuesday 24th September 7.30pm at the Haywain Barn,
Hellens, Much Marcle

8.30am Morning Prayer at Pixley
Sept Church Festival Weekend
Morning Prayer at Pixley due to renovation work at Aylton
Much Marcle PCC
3.30pm Sounds Familiar at Putley Village Hall
Team & wardens Meeting
Diocesan Synod
8.30am Morning Prayer at Yatton
11.00am St Luke the Evangelist Communion at Pixley
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Much Marcle PCC
Aylton Christmas Fayre in the Feather Hotel Ledbury

Harvest Festival Services
There are two opportunities for you to celebrate this
year‘s harvest.
Friday 20th September, 7.30 pm
at All Saints‘ Church, Yatton followed by
light refreshment.

To book a place or find out more please contact:
Andrew Bentley-Taylor on 10531 660261

LIFE IS WORTH EXPLORING

Sunday 27th October, 11.30 pm at
St Bartholomew‘s Church,
Much Marcle followed by the
Harvest Lunch in the Memorial Hall.

Well Done
to Chris and Julia Oulton for their very successful
Open Garden on the 11th August
It raised just over £800 in aid of All Saints Church Roof
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Items of local interest and concern
Hydraulic Fracturing May Be Coming To Much Marcle
You may have seen in The Hereford Times and The Ledbury
Reporter that Much Marcle, Fownhope and Eastnor are being
considered for fracking sites.

To this end I shall be arranging meetings so that we can inform
ourselves.
Please look out for notices in the Post Office and in the Mercury.

It is important that we villagers understand the whole situation
surrounding this important issue.

Dog fouling
A reminder that it is an offence to let your dog foul the footways. There is an increasing amount being seen especially
along the Dymock Road near the school. Please remember that
children and parents use the footway to get to the school and
the shop and that the residents take great trouble to mow and
keep their frontages tidy.

Cathy Monkley

commodity it is also the perfect breeding ground for bacteria
(Campylobacter and Salmonella) and other forms of infection.
The most damaging of these is caused by the roundworm
Toxocara canis.

Dog walkers should always be prepared to clean up if their dog
defecates. Dog waste bags are easily carried and readily
available from most pet stores and vets. Plastic carrier bags can
In parts of the village where there is no footway one has to dive be re-used for the same purpose. If no litter bins are available
into the side of the road to avoid cars and to step into dog
the waste should be taken home and placed with normal
excrement is not pleasant.
household waste.
Dog waste is not only an extremely unpleasant and unwelcome
In search for the good Samaritan

but unfortunately as they picked him up, he took his last breath.

During early August, myself and my husband were away on
holiday for a week. Tragically, while away one of own young
cats (only 10 months old!) was run over and killed on the road
in the village.
It was and is very terribly upsetting as I know he was the
second kitten in this part of the village, in the space of a few
months, to be killed (on the quiet road just at the side of The
Walwyn Arms).
Sadly the person who ran over our young cat (Mister Watson.
A black and white cat), did not care to stop to get him any
medical help. He was, however found by a lovely lady who
stopped her own car to tend to him. He was badly hurt, unable
to move his back legs. Some kind neighbours went to assist,

I would just like to say a HUGE thank you to our neighbours and
the lady who stopped to tend to Mister Watson. I am not sure
who the lady was, but if you were that person I would love to
thank you in person for your generous act of kindness.
Jenny Duffield Walwyn Arms.

Come to an Illustrated talk
„FROM BEWDLEY TO BEIJING‟
BY CHRIS SMITH
About his amazing cycle ride

Historic Homme House
A guided tour will be held on Thursday 12th September as
part of the Heritage Open Day.
Morning & Afternoon Tour: - actual times confirmed with
booking.
BOOKING ESSENTAIL : Tour by booking only.
No access without booking.

AUTHOR OF “WHY DON‟T YOU FLY”
ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd 8PM
In Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Sponsored by Much Marcle WI

To book contact: James Bisset Email:
hodsathomme@gmail.com
Booking opens: 8 June 2013 00:00
Booking closes: 9 September 2013 at 09:00

EVERYONE WELCOME
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Neighbourhood Watch latest initiatives
Keep burglars at bay

To find out more about ABS locks go to the following
website: www.homesecurityandsafety.co.uk. Alternatively call 01484 725725.

Burglary committed by snapping euro
cylinder locks, which are fitted as standard
Avocet Hardware is the Neighbourhood and Home
in all uPVC and other double-glazed doors, is Watch Network’s new primary sponsor for security
on the increase. In December 2012 West Yorkshire Police products.
revealed that 27 per cent of burglaries in the region had
been committed by criminals using this technique.
EMERGENCY 999 NORMAL REPORTS 101
Michael Tuck, MD of new Neighbourhood Watch sponsor
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111
Avocet Hardware, explains: ―The euro cylinder lock has a
EMAIL: rossonwyerural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
design flaw that enables it to be snapped, and the locking
rossonwyetown.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
mechanism breached, using simple DIY tools in just a
matter of seconds. Thankfully the solution is a simple one
The members of your Local Policing Team
– replace the lock with a Snap Secure euro cylinder door
are:
lock, which has been designed and developed specifically
Sgt Dan Pilkington
to counter lock snapping.‖
PC 3202 Richard Barradale-Smith
Avocet‘s own ABS Snap Secure lock features a patented
system that guarantees a total barrier against forced
entry even if the lock is snapped. And what‘s more it also
allows the door to still be opened and locked using the
key from the inside.

CSO 7131 Lisa Austin - Mobile: 07970 602441
CSO 6324 Carol Marsh Mobile: 07971 642862
CSO 6106 Alison Dore - Mobile: 07970 602441

Much Marcle Parish Council Meeting Wed 3rd July 2013
Councillors discussed arrangements for the forthcoming
Neighbourhood Planning meeting to be held on 23rd July
at The Memorial Hall.

for Community projects to plant in the Parish. Councillor
Baker will investigate and report back at the next
meeting.

Councillors Powell and Baker commented on the excellent
job Amey had done re-instating the ditch by Upper
Wolton, but concerns were raised about the quality of the
work carried out on the repairs to the road opposite Jink
Robin. With the change of contractor later this year to
Balfour Beatty it is hoped that the Parish will receive a
more efficient and effective service.

The Parish Council Accounts were approved, adopted and
signed by the Chairman. A big thank you to Sue Barnwell.
As her contribution to the Parish, gave her time and
expertise to audit the Parish Councils accounts.

The Woodland Trust has made an offer to provide trees

Computer hints ‘n’ tips
Tracking your computer, tablet
or smartphone

The next meeting is scheduled to take place on
Wednesday 4th September 7 30pm in the Memorial
Hall. (There is no meeting in August).

from Carol Smith
You‘ve probably read stories online of people whose devices have taken photographs of the thieves and even
told the owner the location of the stolen device. How do
they do this? They install tracking software. I install
Prey on my devices - it‘s free for up to 3 devices and you
can download it from http://preyproject.com/

If your laptop, tablet computer or smartphone is stolen, what are your chances of
finding it? If you phone the Police and say
your iphone has been stolen, at best they will Set up an account and then, if one of your devices is
probably sound mildly interested. Dozens, if not hunstolen, you can log-in, mark your device as missing and
dreds, are stolen every day.
Prey will start tracking for you if the thief uses it.

Ledbury Funeral Services
Local independent service for all your funeral arrangements
Traditional and Contemporary funerals arranged ..
Day and Night Service.... Chapel of Rest

Contact Hilary Jones to discuss your personal requirements
132 The Homend Ledbury HR8 1BZ 01531 633388 E.mail : ledburyfunerals@btconnect.com
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Seasonal Recipes

by Alison Taylor ( Taylorapt2@aol.com)

This is a quick and easy recipe which, as usual, can be adapted to use whichever vegetables you happen to have handy. I often
add frozen peas or sometimes French beans cut into chunks. The chilli could be served with pasta or rice if you prefer.
SAUSAGE CHILLI WITH CHIVE CRUSHED POTATOES (serves 4)
Ingredients
454g pack sausages of your choice
2 teaspoons of oil
1 kg small new potatoes
1 sliced red pepper or 100g sliced mushrooms
2 cloves garlic, peeled & crushed
1 teaspoon each, ground coriander, chilli & cumin
400g red kidney beans or mixed beans, drained
1x400g can tomatoes
1 tablespoon of tomato puree
1 tablespoon of Worcs sauce
5 tablespoons of Greek yoghurt
2-3 tablespoons of chopped chives
1 heaped teaspoon of whole grain mustard
parsley & thyme

Method
1.

Remove the skins from the sausages and divide each one into 3 balls.
Heat the oil and fry the sausage balls till golden brown.

2.

Add the garlic and spices to the pan and cook for a minute or so. Add
the tomatoes, tomato puree, pepper or mushrooms and beans. Stir
well and season, then simmer for 10-15 minutes.

3.

While the chilli is cooking cook the potatoes in boiling salted water
until tender. Drain and crush with a masher roughly. Add the chives,
wholegrain mustard and yoghurt and mix through adding a little milk
or water if needed.

4.

Taste and adjust seasoning of chilli, then serve with the potatoes.

FRUITY CHEESECAKES (serves 4)
This dessert goes really well after the chilli above and again is quick to make.
Ingredients

Method

85g (3oz) light digestive biscuits, crushed
200g light soft cheese
1.
200g light Greek yoghurt (A large tub does both dishes)
2.
4 tablespoons of caster sugar
Few drops vanilla extract
2 tablespoons of jam, strawberry, raspberry or
3.
other appropriate to fruit used
100g strawberries or raspberries or other soft fruit

The weather recorded

Divide the biscuit crumbs between 4 glasses or ramekins
Beat together the yoghurt, cream cheese, vanilla and sugar. Spoon
over the crumbs and chill until ready to serve.
Stir the jam until loose adding a drop of hot water if needed. Stir in
the fruit and spoon over the top of the cheesecakes. Serve .

by Eric Ward
JUNE

RAIN

Total for month
Number of days with rain
Wettest day

TEMPERATURE

JULY

34.4 mm

60.0mm
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27th 8.0 mm
Warmest day

19th,20th 26.5 degC

Coldest night

1st, 2nd 6.0 deg C

Lowest maximum
Highest minimum

17 deg C 17

14.0 deg C 18th

FOWNHOPE MEDICAL CENTRE



FLU VACCINATION CLINICS 2013



and
Saturday morning, 12th October, 9.00 – 11.00am at
Fownhope Memorial Hall
No appointment necessary.
It is recommended that you have a flu jab if you:
 are 65 years old or over
 are pregnant
 have a serious medical condition

18 th
4 th

27.0 mm
29.0 deg C
9.6 deg C

19.9 deg C

2nd

9.6 deg C

4th

are the main carer for an elderly or disabled person whose
welfare may be at risk if you fall ill
are a frontline health or social care worker – Professional

health and social care workers who are in direct contact
with patients/clients should be vaccinated by their employer as part of an occupational health programme

For patients of Fownhope Medical Centre eligible for flu
vaccination:
Friday evening, 11th October, 3.30pm – 6.00pm at Lady
Emily Hall, Tarrington

th

27th

If you suffer from any of the following conditions you are advised to
have a flu jab;
 respiratory disease, such as asthma, COPD or bronchitis
 heart disease or heart failure
 chronic kidney disease
 chronic liver disease
 chronic neurological conditions
 stroke or TIA
 diabetes
 a weakened immune system due to conditions or treatments e.g chemotherapy.
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Professional Services

LOVE TO SING?

JOIN GOT2 SING

Lift those winter blues. A fun, warm welcome awaits you.
Your first session is FREE.

Over 18 and love to sing? Join us. No need to read music.
No auditions. Have fun singing in a relaxed environment.
Fantastic performance opportunities.
Choir leader: Beth Hippard
Wednesdays 7.30-9pm Whitecross Academy, Three Elms Road, Hereford
Tuesdays 7.30-9pm St Laurence C of E Primary School, Jockeyfield, Ludlow

www.got2sing.co.uk

To advertise here contact
Brian Morgan
01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com
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Decorating

Gardening

Home
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Electrical, Carpentry and Boiler Repairs
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Hereford Police Station
Crime Prevention Manager
PC Charles NAYLOR
0300 333 3000
ROSS-ON-WYE POLICE
0300 333 3000
PC R Barradale-Smith
Mobile: 07811 131525

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
John Finnigan
Police Liaison Co-ordinator
01531 660419

LEDBURY POLICE
0300 333 3000
PC Ashlyn Dunlop Ledbury Town
Mobile: 07814 554496
Community Support Officers
Heather Mika (Town)
David Alexander (Rural)
Mobile for both: 07970 602338

Community Support Officers
Lisa Austin/Alison Dore
Mobile: 07970 602441

LOCAL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Electricity
(Emergency)
Gas (Emergency)
Water (Emergency)

08457 331 331
0800 111 999
0800 052 0130

AA Breakdown
RAC Breakdown

0800 88 77 66
0800 82 82 82

Citizens Advice
 Malvern




Hereford

0870 126 4091
01684 563611

Ledbury Doctors
St Katherines,
01531
Market Surgery,
01531
Fownhope Surgery 01432
Herefordshire Council
Main Switchboard
01432
Herefordshire Info
01432
Ledbury Library
01531

01432 266456

Ross-on-Wye 01989 566346
Hospitals
 Ledbury
01531 632488



Hereford

01432 355444

633271
632423
860235
260000
260500
632133

LOCAL ORGANISATION CONTACT DETAILS
Pastoral Care
Team Ministry Office:
Rev Howard Mayell:

Church Wardens:
Marcle Richard Brooks:
Yatton John Reed
Treasurer of the PCC

01531 631531
07906 841893
01531 660241
01989 780439

Andrew Bentley-Taylor

01531 660261

Julia Oulton:

01531 660317

Acting Minuting Secretary of the PCC
The Friends of St Bartholomew’s

Chairman Rosalind Barker 01989 740614
Secretary John Chapman 01531 660664

Much Marcle Parish Councillors

Graham Baker:
01531 660323
John Blandford:
01531 660254
Roger Cotton:
01531 660636
Alison Taylor:
01531 670342
Brian Morgan:
01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com
David Powell:
01531 660220
Frank Powell:
01531 660236
email: FJP12957@btinternet.com
Elliot Thomas:
email: dianne.cox@westons-cider.co.uk
Tim Weston:
01531 660633
email: tim.weston@westons-cider.co.uk

Clerk to Much Marcle Parish Council
Diane Baldwin:

01531 650885

Yatton Parish Councillors
Mr J Clark:
Mr A Cotton:
Mr J Nicholas:

01531 660275
01989 740645
01531 660294

The Mercury Team

Editor & Production

Clerk to Yatton Parish Council

Jacqueline Riley 01531670321
email: jriley.mercury@gmail.com

Liz Parry-Jones:
email: lizparryjones@hotmail.co.uk

Much Marcle Memorial Hall
Bookings and Treasurer:
Jenny Preece:
Chair: Joy Brooks
Vice-Chair:
Darren Farnell

Jubilee Club

Treasurer & Distribution

01531 660408
01531 660308

Margaret Adams 01531 660616
email: adams.david587@gmail.com

01531 660450

Advertising & Sponsorship

Chair:Joyce Phillips
Secretary:Jean Nowell

01531 636822
01531 660691

Lynne & Danielle Bowers:

01531 660201

Adam Cale:

01531 660736

Jenny Preece:

01531 660408

Andy Smith

01531 660253

Chris Brandon-White

01531 640228

Valerie Richards

01531 660447

Brian Morgan 01531 660222
email: brianmorgan25@gmail.com

Much Marcle Amateur Dramatic Society

Photographs
David Mocatta 01531 660439
email: dandcmocatta@tiscali.co.uk

Bellringing – Tower Captain

Much Marcle Badminton Club
Folk Club

Much Marcle Gardeners Club
WI Secretary:

LEDBURY RAILWAY STATION

Mercury is put together the 3rd week of
the month.
Copy, etc, can be left at
Much Marcle Shop or emailed to the editor.

National Rail Enquiries: 08457 484950
(24 hr) or www.nationalrail.co.uk
Live departure board:
Train tracker 0871 200 4950

For detailed information go to the website:
http://www.ledbury.plus.com

Engineering work may affect times. Check before you travel .

Every care is taken in preparing this newsletter for publication, and strenuous efforts are made to check the accuracy of information
contained in it. However, no responsibility can be accepted for inaccuracies that may occur.
Printed by Express Printing c/o Lonsdale Print Solutions Ltd, Denington Estate, Wellingborough NN8 2RA
Tel: 01933 228855 Fax: 01933 440132 email: enquiries@expressprinting.co.uk

GRAHAM BAKER MOTORS
24 hour RECOVERY SERVICE

AA & RAC APPROVED

THE FORGE, RUSHALL, MUCH MARCLE
near LEDBURY
Tel: 01531 660259 Fax: 01531 660695

 Full workshop service with crypton tuner

 Unipart Car Care Centre

 Insurance co approved

 Free fit tyres and exhausts

 Full body repair with low bake and body

 Backed by Nationwide

 Courtesy car supplied

 Air conditioning

jig facility

Guarantee
Personal Service – Open 7 days a week
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